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To the HoxouzABLe 


George Lyttleton, E 7 


One of the Lords Commiſſioners of 
11 the TREASURY, 


SIR, 1 


| OTWw1TASTANDING your c. cone 
N ſtant Refuſal, when I have aſked 

Leave to prefix your Name to 
this Dedication, I muſt ſtill inſiſt on 


my Right to deſire 2 8 Faun, 15 
this Work, 


As _ 


„ DEDICATION. 


To you, Sir, it is owing that this 
Hiſtory was ever begun. It was by 
your Deſire that I firſt thought of ſuch 
a Compoſition. So many Years have 
ſince paſt, that you may have, per- 
haps, forgazten this Circumſtance: But 
your-Deſires are to me in the Nature 


of Commands; and the Impreſſion. 
of them is never to be eraſed from 
my Memory. 


Again, Sir, without your Aſfiſtance 
this Hiſtory had never been completed, 
Be not ſtartled at the Aſſertion. 1 
do not intend to draw on you the 


Suſpicion of being a Romance Writer, 


I mean no more than that I partly awib 
0 1 my Exiſtence during great Part 


„ Bo Y amv LL. ks. Wis ads A 


of 


DEDICATION. vw. 
of the Time which I have employed 
in compoſing it : another Matter which 
it may be neceſſary to remind you of; 
fince there are certain Actions of which 
you are apt to be extremely: forgetful; 
but of theſe I hope. I ſhall always 


have a bettec n than * 3 
If. | 


Laſtly, 0 is owing to you. 2 the 
Hiſtory appears what it now is. If 
there be in this Work, as ſome have 
been pleaſed to fay, a ſtronger Picture 
of a truly benevolent Mind than is to 
de found in any other, who that knows 
you, and. a particular Acquaintance of 
yours, will doubt whence that Benevo- 
{ence hath been copied? The, World 
will not, I believe, make me the 

| A 3 Com- 


8 2 


v DEDICATION. 


Compliment of thinking I took it from 
myſelf, . I care not: This they ſhall 
own, that the two Perſons from whom 
I have taken it, that is to ſay, two of 
the beſt and worthieft Men in the 
World, are ſtrongly and zealouſly my 
Friends. I might be contented with 


this, and yet my Vanity will add a 
third to the Number ; and him one of 
the greateſt and nobleſt, not only in 
his Rank, but in every public and pri- 


vate Virtue. But here whilſt my Gra- 
titude for the princely Benefactions of 


the Duke of Bedford burſts from my 


Heart, you mult forgive my reminding, 


you, that it was you who firſt recom»! 


mended me to the Notice of my Be- 


nefactor. 


: 
x# & + 4 
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DEDICATION, » 
, And what ate your Objections to 
the Allowance of the Honour which T 
have follicited ? Why, you have com- 
mended the Book ſo warmly, that you 
ſhould be - aſhamed of reading. your” 
Name before the Dedication, Indeed, 
Str, if the Book itſelf doth not make 
you aſhamed of your Commendations, 
nothing that I can here write will, or 
ought. I am not to give up my Right 
to your Protection and Patronage, be- 
cauſe you have commended my Book: 
For though I acknowledge ſo many Ob- 
ligations to you, I do not add this to 
the Number; in which Friendſhip, F. 
am convinced, hath fo little Share: 
Since that can neither biaſs your Judg- 
ment, nor pervert your Integrity, An 
Enemy may at any Time obtain your 


A4 2 Game! 


vii DEDICATION. 

Commendation by only deſerving it 3 
and the utmoſt which the Faults of 
your Friends can hope for is your Si- 
lence ;-or, perhaps, if too ſeverely ac- 


* your gentle Palliation. 


1 ſhort, Sir, I ſupee, that your 
1 Diſlike of public Praiſe is your true 
_ Objection to giQnting my Requeſt, I. 
have obſcryed, that you have, in com- 
mon with my two other Friends, an 
. Unwillingack to hear the leaſt Mention 
of your own Virtues ; that, as a great 
Poet ſays of one of you, (he might 
Jaſtly- have fad it of all three) you 
Do Good by freatth, and Bluſh to nd 
2 8 It Fame, | 


11 Men of this Diſpoſition are as 
careful to ſhun Applauſe, as otherg 
are 


DEDICATION: & 
are to eſcape Cenſure, how juſt muſt 
be your Apprehenſion of your Cha- 
racter falling into my Hands; fines 
what would not a Man have Reaſon 
to dread, if attacked by an Author who 
had received: from him e equal 
to: uy — to "yo * ' 


And will not this Dread of Ceofate 
e in Proportion to the Matter 
which a Man is conſcious of having af- 
forded ſor it? If his whole Life, for 
Inſtance, ſhould have been one con- 
tinued Subject of Satire, he may well 
tremble when an incenſed Satyriſt takes 
him in Hand. Now, Sir, if we ap- 
ply this to your modeſt Averſion to 
Panegyric, how reaſonable will your 
ene wy r NH 

| A 5 Jet 
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* 


Vet eas vou t have pratified 


my Ambition, from this fingle Confis |? 


dence, that I ſhall always prefer the 
Indulgence of your Inclinations to the 
Satisfaction of my own. A very ſtrong 
Inſtance of which J ſhall give you in 
this Addreſs; in which I am determin- 
ed to follow the Example of all other 
Dedicators, and will confider not what 
my Patron really deſerves to have writ- 
ten, but what he will be beſt pleaſed to 
read, - 


Without further Preface then, I here 
preſent you with the Labours of ſome 
Years of my Life. What Merit theſe La- 
bours have is already known to _ 
If, from your favourable * udgment, I. 

* 24% have 


* 


DEDICATION, = 
have conceived ſome Eſteem for them, 
it cannot be imputed to Vanity; fince - 
I ſhould have agreed as implicitly to 
your Opinion, had it been given in Fa- 
vour of any other Man's Production. 
Negatively, at leaſt, I' may be allowed 
to ſay, that had I been ſenbble of any 
great Demerit' in the Work, you are. 
the laſt Perſon to whoſe. Protection I 
would have ventured to recommend 
1% it N beth e 

From the Name of my Patron, in- 
deed, I hope my Reader will be con- 
vinced, at his very Entrance on this 
Work, that he will find in the whole 
Courſe of it nothing prejudicial to the 
Cauſe of Religion and Virtue; nothing 
inconfiſtent with the ſtricteſt Rules of 

GK A 6 De- 


Plat aſſerts mana 


DEDICATION. 8 


Deceney, nor which can offend even 
the chaſteſt Eye in the Peruſal. On 
the contrary, I declare, that to recom- 
mend Goodneſs and Innocence hath 
been my fincere Endeavour in this. 
Hiſtory. This honeſt Purpoſe you have 
been pleaſed to think I have attained : 
And to ſay the Truth, it is likelieſt to 
be attained in Books of this Kind; 
for an Example is a Kind of Picture, 


min which Virtue becomes as it were 


an Object of Sight, and ſtrikes us 
with an Idea of that Lovelinefs, which 


— ö 


B ales Aten that ſkis of Vie 2 
tue which may attract the Admiration 
of Mankind, I have attempted to en- 


r . ma . / e - >, 26 


| DEDICATION: ak 
gage a ftronger Motive to Human 
Action in het Favour, by convincing 
Men, that their true Intereſt directs 
them to a Purſuit of her. For this 
Purpoſe I have ſhewn, that no Ac» 
quiſitions of Guilt can compenſate the 
Loſs of that folid inward Comfort of 
Mind, which is the ſure Companien 
of Innocence and Virtue ; nor can in 
the leaſt balance the Evil of that Horror 
and Anxiety which, in their Room, 
Guilt introduces into our Boſoms. And 
again, that as theſe Acquiſitions are in 
themſelves generally worthleſs, ſo are 
the Means to aitain them not only baſe 
and infamous, but at beſt incertain, and 
always full of Danger. Laſtly, I have 
endeavoured ſtrongly to inculcate, that 
Virtue and Innocence can frarce ever 
244942 | G, be 


xv DEDICATION, 
be injured but by Indiſcretion; and 
that it is this alone which often be- 
trays them into the Snares that Deceit 
and Villainy ſpread for them. A Moral 
which 1 have the more induſtriouſly 
laboured, as the teaching it is; of all 
others, the likelieſt to be attended with 
gucceſs; ſince; I believe, it is much 
eaſier to make good Men wiſe, than 
to n bad Men ee 
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For theſe Purpoſes I have nid 
al the Wit and Humour of which 
Lam Maſter in the following Hiſtory z 
wherein I have endeavoured to laugh 
Mankind 'out of their favourite Follies 
and Vices. How. far I have ſucceeded 
in this good Attempt, I ſhall ſubmit to 
the candid Reader, with only two Re- 


8 2 5 a queſts. 
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ir 


DEDICATION. wx 

queſts: | Firſt, That he will not ex- 

pect to find Perfection in this Work; 

and Secondly, That he will excuſe 

ſome Parts of it, if they fall fhort of 

| that little Merit which I hope may 
appear in others, 


I will detain, you, Sir, no longer. 
Indeed I have run into a Preface, while 
I profeſſed to write a Dedication, But 
how:can it be otherwife?* T dare not 
praiſe you ; and the only Means I know 
of to avoid it, when you are in my 
Thoughts, are either to be entirely 
filent, or to tura my Thoughts e to 
ſome other 8 e 


Pardon, therefore, what I have faid 
in this Epiſtle, not only without your 
Con- 


xy, DEDICATION. 
Conſeat, but abſolutely againſt it ; and 
give me at leaſt Leave, in this public 
Manner, to declare, that I am, with 
the higheſt Reſpect and Gratitude, 


„ 


STR, 


Tur mt Obliges, © _ 


my aua, Hank Srv, | 
| 012 N i PLC TTY a 
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BOOK 15 | 
Containing as much of the Birth of tbe 


Foundling as is neceſſary or proper, 
70 acquaint the Reader with in the 


Beginning of this Hiſtory. 


CHAP I. 


The Introduction to the Work, or Bill f 
Fare to the Feaſt. 


N Author ought to conſider him- 
A ſelf, not as a Gentleman who gives 
| a private or eleemoſynary Treat, 
but rather as one who keeps a public Or- 


dinary, at which all Perſons are welcome / 
Vor, I. B for 


2 The HISTORY of Book J. 


for their Money. In the former Caſe, it is 
well known, that the Entertainer provides 
what Fare he pleaſes ; and tho' this ſhould 
be very indifferent, and utterly diſagree- 
able to the Taſte of his Company, they 
muſt not find any Fault; nay, on the Gon- 
trary, Good-Breeding forces them out- 6 
wardly to approve and to commend 8 
ever is ſet before them, Now the contrary 
of this happens to the Maſter of an Ordi. 

nary. Men who pay for what they eat, will 
inſiſt on gratiſying their Palates, however 
nice and even whimſical theſe may prove; 
and if every Thing is not agreeable to their 
Taſte, will challenge a Right to cenſure, 
to abuſe, and to ji their Dinner with- 
out Controul. 


10 prevent therefore giving Offence to 
their Cuſtomers by any ſuch Diſappoint- 
ment, it hath been uſual, with the honeſt 
and well- meaning Hoſt, to provide a Bill 
of Fare, which all Perſons may peruſe at 
their firſt Entrance into the Houſe; = 
having thence acquainted themſelves with 
the Entertainment which they may ex- 
_ may either ſtay and regale with what 

s provided for them, or may depart. to 
Gas other Ordinary better accommadated 
te their Taſte. 1 


7 
* 


Ch. 1. « FOUNDLING. ry 


As we do not diſdain to borrow Wit or 
Wiſdom from any Man who is capable of 
lending us either, we have condeſcended to 
take a Hint from theſe honeſt Victuallers, 
and ſhall prefix not only a general Bill of 

| Fare to our whole Entertainment, but ſhall 
ö likewiſe give the Reader particular Bills to 
every Courſe which is to be ſerved up in 
this and the enſuing Volumes. 192 15 


The Proviſion then which we have here 
made is no other than tlum an NaTuRre, Nor 
do I fear that my ſenſible Reader, though 
moſt luxurious, in his Taſte, will ſtart, 
cavil, or be offended, becauſe I have named 
but one Article. The Tortoiſe, as the 
Alderman of Briſtol, well learned in eating, 
knows by much Experience, beſides the 
delicious Calibaſh and Calipee, contains 
many different Kinds of Food; nor can the 
learned Reader be ignorant, that in Human 
Nature, tho* here collected under one ge- 
neral Name, is ſuch prodigious Variety, 
that a Cook will have ſooner gone through 
all the ſeveral Species. of animal and vege- 
table Food in the World; than an Author 
_ be able to exhauſt fo extenſive a Sub- 
Ject. | 


T 2 
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. The HISTORY of Book I. 


An Objection may perhaps be appre- 
hended from the more delicate, that this 
Diſh is too common and vulgar; for what 
elſe is the Subject of all the Romances, 
Novels, Plays and Poems, with which the 
Stalls abound, Many exquiſite Viands 
might be rejected by the Epicure, if it was 
a ſufficient Cauſe for his contemning of 
of them as common and vulgar, that ſome- 


A | 


thing was to be found in the moſt paultry 


Alleys under the ſame Name. In reality, 


true Nature is as difficult to be met with 


in Authors, as the Bayonne Ham or Bo- 
na Sauſage is to be found in the Shops. 


- But the whole, to continue the ſame Me- 
taphor, . conſiſts in the Cookery of the 
Author; for, as Mr. Pope tells us. 


[ 


True Wit is Nature to Advantage dreſt, 
What oft? was thought, but ne'er ſo well 
expreſt. 


The ſame Animal which hath the Honour 
to have ſome Part of his Fleſh eaten at the 


Fable of a Duke, may perhaps be degraded 


in another Part, and ſome of his Limbs 
gibbeted, as it were, in the vileſt Stall in 
Town. Where then lies the Difference 
between the Food of the Nobleman and the 

Porter, 
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Porter, if both are at Dinner on the ſame 
Ox or Calf, but in the ſeaſoning, the dref- 
ſing, the garniſhing, and the ſetting forth. 
Hence the one provokes and incites the 
moſt languid Appetite, and the other turns 


and palls that which is the ſharpeſt and 
keeneſt. | 


In like manner, the Excellence of the 
mental Entertainment conſiſts leſs in the 
Subject, than in the Author's Skill in well 
dreſſing it up. How pleaſed therefore will 
the Reader be to find, that we have, in the 
following Work, adhered cloſely to one of 
the higheſt Principles of the beſt Cook 
which the preſent Age, or perhaps that of 
Heliogabalus, hath produced. This great 
Man, as is well known to all polite Lovers 
of cating, begins at firſt by ſetting plain 
Things before his hungry Gueſts, niſing af- 
terwards by Degrees, as their Stomachs may 
be ſuppoſed to decreaſe, to the very Quin- 
teſſence of Sauce and Spices. In like man- 
ner, we ſhall repreſent Human Nature at 
firſt to the keen Appetite of our Reader, in 
that more plain and ſimple Männer in 
which it is cond in the Country, and ſhall 


hereafter haſh and ragoo it with all the high 
French and Italian Seaſoning of Affectation 
and Vice which Courts and Cities afford. 


B 3 By. 
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By theſe Means, we doubt not but our 
Reader may be rendered deſirous to read on 
far ever, as the great Perſon, juſt above- 


mentioned, is ſuppoſed to have made ſome 
Perſons eat. 


Having premiſed thus much, we will 
now detain thoſe, who like our Bill of Fare, 
no longer from their Diet, and ſhall pro- 
ceed directly to ſerve up the firſt Courſe of 
our Hiſtory, for their Entertainment. 


1 


HA. H. 


A ſhort Deſcription of Squire Allworthy, 
and @ fuller Account of Miſs Bridget All- 
wort by his Siſter. 


TN chat Part of the weſtern Diviſion of 
this Kingdom, which is commonly cal- 
led Somer/etſhire, there lately lived (and per- 

. haps lives ſtill) a Gentleman whoſe Name 
was Allworthy, and who might well be cal- 
led the Favourite of both Nature and For- 
tune ; for both of theſe ſeem to have con- 
tended which ſhould bleſs and enrich him 
moſt. In this Contention, Nature may 
ſeem to ſome to have come off victorious, 
as ſhe beſtowed on him * Gifts ; While - 

Fortune 


r 
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Fortune had only one Gift in her Power; but 
in pouring forth this, ſhe was ſo very pro- 
fuſe, that others perhaps may think this 
ſingle Endowment to have been more than 
equivalent to all the various Bleſſings Which 
he enjoyed from Nature. From the former 


of theſe, he derived an agreeable Perſon, a a | 


ſound Conſtitution, a ſolid Underſtanding, 
and a benevolent Heart ; by the latter, he 
was decreed to the Inheritance of one of the 
largeſt Eitates in the County, 


This Gentleman had, in his Youth, mar- 
ried a very worthy and beautiful Woman, 
of whom he had been extremely fond : By 
her he had three Children, all of whom 
died in their Infancy. He had likewiſe 
had the Misfortune of burying this beloved 
Wife herſelf, about five Years before the 
Time in which this Hiſtory chuſes to fer 
out, This Loſs, however great, he bote 
like a Man of Senſe and Conſtancy; tho” 
it muſt be confeſt, he would often taũ a 
little whimſically on this Head: For be 
ſometimes ſaid, he looked on himſelf as 
ſtill married, and conſidered his Wife as 
only gone a little before him, à Journey 
which he ſhould moſt certainly, ſooner or 
later, take after her; and that he had not 
the leaſt Doubt of meeting her again, in a 
"wy B 4 Place 
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Place where he ſhould never part with her 
more. Sentiments for which his Senſe was 
arraigned by one Part of his Neighbours, 


his Religion by a ſecond, and his Sinceritß 
by a third. 


Z·J 1 as ee TT _S 


He now lived, for the moſt Part, retired 
in the Country, with one Siſter, for whom 
he had a very tender Affection. This Lady 
was now ſome what paſt the Age of 3o, an 
Era, at which, in the Opinion of the ma- 
licious, the Title of Old Maid may, with 
no Impropriety, be aſſumed. She was of that 
Species of Women, whom you rather com- 
mend for good Qualities than Beauty, and 
Ml are generally called by their own Sex, 

ry good Sort of Women—as good a Sort 
* . Madam, as you would wiſh to 


know. Indeed ſhe was fo far from regret- 


ung Want of Beauty, that ſhe never men- 
| bond that Perfection (if it can be called one) 
without Contempt; and would often thank 
God ſhe was not as handſome as Miſs ſuch 
a one, whom perhaps Beauty had led into 


Errors, which ſhe might have otherwiſe 


avoided. Miſs Bridget Alkvorthy (for that 
Was the Name of this Lady) very rightly con- 


_ ceived the Charms of Perſon in a Woman 
to be no better than Snares for herſelf, as 
well as for others, and yet fo diſcreet was 


the 
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ſhe in her Conduct, that her Prudence was 
as much on the Guard, as if ſne had had 
all the Snares to apprehend which were ever 
laid for her whole Sex. Indeed, I have 
obſerved (cho' it may ſeem unaccountable 
to the Reader) that this Guard of Pru- 
dence, like the 1 e Bands, is always 
readieſt to go on Duty where there is the 
leaſt Danger. It e baſely and cowardly 
deſerts thoſe Paragons for whom the Men 
are all wiſhing, ſighing, dying, and ſpread- 
ing every Net in their Power; and con- 
ſtantly attends at the Heels of that higher 
Order of Women, for whom the other Sex 
have a more diſtant and awful Reſpect, and 
whom, (from Deſpair, I ſuppoſe, of Ing: 
ceſs) they never venture to attack. 


Reader, I think proper, before we pro 
ceed any farther together, to acquaint thee, 
that I intend to digreſs, through this whole 
Hiſtory, as often as I ſee Occaſion : Of 
which I am myſelf a better Judge than any 
pitiful Critic whatever; and here I muſt 
deſire all thoſe Critics to mind their own Bu- 
ſineſs, and not to intermeddle with Affairs, 
or Works, which no ways concern them: 
For, till they produce the Authority by «© 

which they are conſtituted Judges, I ſhall 
_- to their Juriſdiction. | 
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An odd Accident which befel Mr. Allworthy, 
oat his Return home, The decent Behaviour 
of Mrs. Deborah Wilkins, with ſome 
proper Ani madver fions on Baſtards. 
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Have told my Reader, in the preceding 
Chapter, that Mr. A/kvorthy inherited 
a large Fortune; that he had a good Heart, 
and no Family, Hence, doubtleſs, it will 
be concluded by many, that he lived like 
an honeſt Man, owed no one a Shilling, 
took- nothing but what was his own, kept a 
Houſe, entertained his Neighbours 
«with a hearty Welcome at his Table, and 
was charitable to the Poor, i. e. to thoſe 
who had rather beg than work, by giving 
them the Offals from it ; that he dy'd im- 
menſely rich, and built an Hoſpital. 


And true it is, that he did many of theſe 
Things; but, had he done nothing more, I 
Mould have left him to have recorded his own 
Merit on ſome fair Free-Stone over the 
| Door of that Hoſpital. Matters of a much 
more extraordinary Kind are to be the Sub- 
bes of this Hiſtory, or 1 ſhould grofsly 

ll miſpend my Time in writing ſo voluminous |. 


A | 
- * 
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a Work ; and you, my ſagacious Friend, 
might, with equal Profit and Pleaſure, tra- 
vel through ſome Pages, which certain 
droll Authors have been facetiouſly pleaſed 
to call The Hiſtory of England. 


Mr, Alkvworthy had been abſent a full 
Quarter of a Year in London, on ſome very 
particular Buſineſs, tho* I know not what it 
was; but judge of its Importance, by its 
having detained him ſo long from home, 
whence he had not been abſent a Month at a 
Time during the Space of many Years. 
He came to his Houſe very late in the 
Evening, and after a ſhort Supper with his 
Siſter, retired much fatigued to his Cham- 
ber. Here, having ſpent ſome Minutes om 
his Knees, a Cuſtom which he never broke 
through on any Account, he was preparing 
to ſtep into Bed, when, upon opening the 
Cloaths, to his great Surprize, he beheld 
an Infant, wrapt up in ſome coarſe Linnen,, 
in a ſweet and profound Sleep, between his 


Sheets. He ſtood ſome Time loſt in Aſto- 


niſhment at this Sight; but, as Good- 
nature was always the Aſcendant in his 
Mind, he ſoon began to be touched with 


Sentiments of Compaſſion for the * 


Wretch before him. He then rang his Bell, 
and ordered an W Servant = 


* 
* 
1 
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riſe immediately and come to him, and in 
the mean Time was fo eager in contem- 
Plating the Beauty of Innocence, appearing 
in thoſe lively Colours with which Infancy 
and Slecp always diſplay it, that. his 
Thoughts were too much engaged to reflect 
that he was in his Shirt, when the Matron 
came in. She had indeed given her Maſter 
ſufficient Time to dreſs himſelf; for out of 
Reſpect to him, and Regard to Decency, 
ſhe had ſpent many Minutes in adjuſting 
her Hair at the Looking-glaſs, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Hurry in which ſhe had 
been ſummoned by the Servant, and tho? 
her Maſter, for ought ſhe knew, lay ex- 
ring in an Apoplexy, or in ſome other 

It. | 


It will not be wondered at, that a Crea- 
ture, who had ſo ſtrict a Regard to De- 
cency in her own Perſon, ſhould be ſhocked 
at the leaſt Deviation from it in another, 
She therefore no ſooner opened the Door, 
and ſaw her Maſter ſtanding by the Bed- 
ſide in his Shurt, with a Candle in his Hand, 
than ſhe ſtarted back in a moſt terrible 
Fright, and might perhaps have ſwooned 
away, had he not now recollected his being 
undreſt, and put an End to her Terrors, 
by deſiring her to ſtay without the D 8 


43 
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till he had thrown ſome Cloaths over his 
Back, and was become incapable of ſhock- . 
ing the pure Eyes of Mrs. Deborah Wilkins, 
who, tho* in the 52d Year of her Age, 
vowed ſhe had never beheld a Man without 
his Coat. Sneerers and prophane Wits 
may perhaps laugh at her firſt Fright, yet 
my graver Reader, when he conſiders the 
Time of Night, the Summons from her 
Bed, and the Situation in which ſhe found 
her Maſter, will highly juſtify and applaud 
her Conduct; unleſs the Prudence, which 
muſt be ſuppoſed to attend Maidens at that 
Period of Life at which Mrs. Deborah had 
arrived, ſhould a little leſſen his Admi- 
ration, | 


When Mrs. Deborah returned into the 
Room, and was acquainted by her Maſter 
with the finding the little Infant, ner Con- 
ſternation was rather greater than his had 
been; nor could ſhe refrain from crying out 
with great Horror of Accent as well as Look, 
My good Sir | what's to be done ? Mr. 
Allworthy anſwered, ſhe muſt take care of 
the Child that Evening, and in the Morning 
he would give Orders to provide it a Nurſe. 
« Yes, Sir, ſays ſhe,” and I hope your Wor- 
* ſhip will ſend out your Warrant to take 
Sup the Huſſy its Mother (for ſhe mult be 

| © one 


Job 
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© one of the Neighbourhood) and I ſhould 
© be glad to ſee her committed to Bridetpel, 
and whipt at the Cart's Tail, Indeed 
«* ſuch wicked Sluts cannot be too ſeverely 
* puniſhed. T'Il warrant *tis not her firſt, 
© by her Impudence in laying it to your 
« Worſhip.” In laying it to me, Deborah,” 
anſwered Aliworthy,* ] can't think ſhe hath 
any ſuch Deſign, I ſuppoſe ſhe hath only 
taken this Method to provide for her 
Child; and truly I am glad ſhe hath not 
done worſe.“ I don't know what is worſe,? 
cries Deborah, * than for ſuch wicked Strum- 
pets to lay their Sins at honeſt Mens 
© Doors; and though your Worſhip knows 
your own Innocence, yet the World is 
* cenſorious ; and it hath been many an 
© honeſt Man's Hap to paſs for the Father 
of Children he never begot; and if your 
* Worſhip ſhould provide for the Child, it 
may make the People the apter to be- 
lieve: Beſides, why ſhould your Wor- 
« ſhip provide for what the Pariſh is obliged 
to maintain? For my own Part, if it was 
an honeſt Man's Child indeed; but for 
my own part, it goes againſt me to touch 
* theſe miſbegotten Wretches, whom 1 
© don't look upon as my Fellow Creatures. 
Faugh, how it ſtinks! It doth not ſmell 
« like a Chriſtian, If I might be ſo bold to 


« give 
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« give my Advice, I would have it put in a 
© Baſket, and ſent out and laid at the Church- 
* Watden's Door. It is a good Night, 
only a little rainy and windy ; and if it 
« was well wrapt up, and put in a warm 
© Baſket, it is two to one but it lives till it 
is found in the Morning. But if iT ſhould 
© not, we have diſcharged our Duty in 
taking proper care of it; and it is, per- 
© haps, better for ſuch Creatures to die in a 
© ſtate of Innocence, than to grow up and 
« imitate their Mothers; for nothing better 
can be expected of them.” 


There were ſome Strokes in this Speech 
which, perhaps, would have offended Mr, 
Allwerthy, had he ſtrictly attended to it; but 
he had now got one of his Fingers into the 
Infant's Hand, which by its gentle Preſſure, 
ſeeming to implore his Aſſiſtance, had certain- 
ly out-pleaded the Eloquence of Mrs. Deberab, 
had it been ten times greater than it was. 
He now gave Mrs. Deborah poſitive Orders 
to take the Child to her own Bed, and to 
call up a Maid - ſervant to provide it Pap 
and other things againſt it waked. He like- 
wiſe ordered that proper Clothes ſhould be 
procured for it early in the Morning, and 
that it ſhould be brought to himſelf as ſoon 
as he was ſtirring, 

Such 


* 
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Such was the Diſcernment of Mrs, Vil- 
kins, and ſuch the Reſpect ſhe bore her 
Maſter, under whom ſhe enjoyed a moſt 
excellent Place, that her Scruples gave way 
to his peremptory Commands; and ſhe 
took the Child under her Arms, without 
any apparent Diſguſt at the Illegality of 
its Birth; and declaring it was a ſweet little 


Infant, walked off with it to her own 
Chamber. 


Allworthy here betook himſelf to thoſe 
leaſing Slumbers, which a Heart that 
nee after Goodneſs, is apt to enjoy, 
when thoroughly ſatisfied. As theſe are 
poſſibly ſweeter than what are occaſioned 
by any other hearty Meal, I ſhould take 
more Pains to diſplay them to the Reader, if 
I knew any Air to recommend him to for 
the procuring ſuch an Appetite, 


CHAP, 
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Gn. 


The Reader's Neck brought into Danger by a 
Deſcription, his Eſcape, and the great Con- 
deſcenſion of Miſs Bridget Allworthy. 


HE Gotbict Stile of Building, could 
produce nothing nobler than Mr. All- 
wortby's Houſe. There was an Air of 
Grandeur in it, that ſtruck you with Awe, 
and rival'd the Beauties of the beſt Grecian 
Architecture; and it was as commodious 
within, as venerable without. 

It ſtood on the South-eaſt Side of a Hill, 
but nearer the Bottom than the Top of it, 
ſo as to be ſheltered from the North-eaſt by 
a as, of old Oaks, which roſe above it 

a gradual Aſcent of near half a Mile, 
a yet high enough to enjoy a moſt charm- 
ing Proſpect of the Valley beneath. 

In the midſt of the Grove was a fine 
Lawn ſloping down towards the Houſe, 
near the Summit of which roſe a plentiful 
Spring, guſhing out of a Rock covered with 
Firs, and forming a conſtant Caſcade of a- 
bout thirty Foot, not carried down a regu» 
lar Flight of Steps, but tumbling in a na- 
tural Fall over the broken and moſly Stones, 
till it came to the bottom of the Rock 
then running off in a pebly Channel, that 

Vor. I. T |  witle 
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with many leſſer Falls winded along, till 
it fell into a Lake at the Foot of the Hill, 
about a quarter of a Mile below the Houſ: 
on the South Side, and which was ſeen from 
every Room in the Front, Out of this 
Lake, which filled the Center of a beauti- 
ful Plain, embelliſhed with Groupes of 
| Beeches and Elms, and fed with Sheep, 
iſſued a River, that for ſeveral Miles was 
feen to meander through an amazing Va- 
nety of Meadows and Woods, till it emptied 
itſelf into the Sea, with a large Arm of 
which, and an Iſland beyond it, the Proſ- 
pect was cloſed. _ . 
On the right of this Valley opened ano- 
ther of leſs Extent, adorned with ſeveral 
Villages, and terminated by one of the 
Towers of an old ruined Abbey, grown 
over with Ivy, and Part of the Front which 
remained ſtill entire. 
The left Hand Scene preſented the 
View of a fine Park, compoſed of very un- 
ual Ground, and agreeably varied with all 
the Diverſity that Hills, Lawns, Wood and 
Water, laid out with admirable Taſte, but 
owing leſs to Art than to Nature, could give. 
Beyond this the Country gradually roſe into 
2 Ridge of wild Mountains, the Tops of 
which were above the Clouds. 2 
It was now the Middle of May, and the 
Morning was remarkably ſerene, when Mr. 
4 Alkwortby 
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Allworthy walked forth on the Terrace, 
where the Dawn opened every Minute that - 
lovely Proſpect we have before deſcribed to 
his Eye, And now having ſent forth Streams 
of Light, which aſcended the blue Firma» 
ment before him as Harbingers preceding, 
his Pomp, in the full Blaze of his Majeſty, 
roſe the Sun; than which one Object alone 
in this lower Creation could be more glo- 
rious, and that Mr. Alkoortby himſelf pre- 
ſented; a human Being replete with Benevo- 
lence, meditating in what manner he might 
render himſelf moſt acceptable to his Creator, 
by doing moſt good to his Creatures. | 

Reader, take care, I have unadviſedly led 
thee to the Top of as high a Hill as Mr, 
Allworthy's, and how to get thee down 
without breaking thy Neck, I do not well 
know, However, let us e'en venture to 
flide down together, for Miſs Bridget rings 
her Bell, and Mr. Alkworiby is ſummoned 
to Breakfaſt, where I muſt attend, and, if you 
pleaſe, - ſhall be glad of your Company. 

The uſual Compliments having paſt be- 
tween Mr. Allworthy and Miſs Bridget, and 
the Tea being poured out, he ſummoned 
Mrs, Wilkins, and told his Siſter he had'a 
Preſent for her; for which the thanked him; 
imagining, I ſuppoſe, it had been a Gown 
or ſome Ornament for her Perſon. Indeed, 
be very often made her ſuch Preſents, and 
Vor. I. | þ 
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ſhe inComplacence to him ſpent much time 
in adorning herſelf. I ſay, in Complacence 
to him, becauſe ſhe always expreſt the great- 
eſt Contempt for Dreſs, and for thoſe Ladies 
who made it their Study, 

But if ſuch was her E tron, how was 
ſhe diſappointed, when Mrs. Wilkins, ac- 
cording to the Order ſhe had receiv'd from 
her Maſter, produced the little Infant, Great 
Surpriſes, as hath been obſerved, are apt 
to be ſilent, and ſo was Miſs Bridget, till 
and told her the whole 
Story, which as 4 Reader knows already, 
we ſhall not repe 

Miſs Bridget hed always expreſt ſo great a 

regard for what the Ladies are pleaſed to call 
Virtue, and had herſelf mantained ſuch a Se- 
verity of Character, that 1t was expected, 


_ eſpecially by Wilkins, that ſhe would have 


vented much Bitterneſs on this Occaſion, and 
would have voted for ſending the Child, as 


a kind of noxious Animal, immediately out 


of the Houſe; but on the contrary, ſhe 


| rather took the good-natur'd ſide of the 


queſtion, intimated ſome Compaſſion for the 
helpleſs little Creature, and commended her 


- Brother's Charity in what he had done. 


Perhaps the Reader may account for 


this Behaviour from her Condeſcenſion to 


Mr. Alkoorthy, when we have informed * 
at 


1 
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that the good Man had ended his Narrative 
wich owning a Reſolution to take care of 
the Child, and to breed him up as his own 
for, to acknowledge the Truth, ſhe was 
always ready to oblige her Brother, and 
very ſeldom, if ever, contradicted his Sen- 
timents; ſhe would indeed ſometimes 
. make a few Obſervations, as, that Men 
were headſtrong and muſt have their own 
way, and would wiſh ſhe had been bleſt 
with an independent Fortune ; but theſe were 
always vented in a low Voice, and,at the 
moſt amounted only to what is called Mut- 
tering. 


However, what ſhe withheld from the 


Infant, ſhe beſtowed with the utmoſt Pro- 
fuſene ſs on the poor unknown Mother, whom 
ſhe called an impudent Slut, a wanton Huſſy, 
an audacious Harlot, a wicked Jade, a vile 
Strumpet, with every other Appellation with 
which the Tongue of Virtue never fails to 
laſh thoſe who bring a Diſgrace on the Sex. 


A Conſultation was now entered into, how 


to proceed in order to diſcover the Mother. 
A Scrutiny was firſt made into the Cha- 
racters of the female Servants of the Houſe, 
who were all acquitted by Mrs. Wilkins, 


and with apparent Merit ; for ſhe had col- 
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lected them herſelf, and perhaps it would 
be difficult to find ſuch another Set of Scare- 
Crows, 


The next Step was to examine among 


the Inhabitants of the Pariſh; and this was 


referred to Mrs. Wilkins, who was to en- 
quire with all imaginable Diligence, and to 
make her Report in the Afternoon. 


Matters being thus ſettled, Mr. Alkvor- 
thy withdrew to his Study, as was his Cuſ- 
tom, and left the Child to his Siſter, who, 
at his Deſire, had undertaken the Care 
of it, 


e. . 


Containing a few common Matters, with a 
very uncommon Obſervation upon them. 


HE N her Maſter was departed, Mrs. 
Deborah ſtood ſilent, expecting her 
Cue from Miſs Bridget; for as to what had 
ſt before her Maſter, the prudent Houſe- 
eeper by no means relied upon it, as ſhe 
had often known the Sentiments of the 
Lady in her Brother's Abſence to differ. 


greatly from thoſe which ſhe had expreſſed ih 
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his Preſence. ils Bridget did not, how- 
ever, ſutfer her to continue long in this 
doubtful Situation; for having looked ſome 
time earneſtly at the Child, as it lay aſleep 
in the Lap of Mrs. Deborah, the good Lady 
could not forbear giving it a hearty Kiſs, 


at the ſame time declaring herſelf wonder. - ' 


fully pleaſed with its Beauty and Inno- 
cence. Mrs. Deborab no ſooner obſerved 
this, than ſhe ſell to ſqueezing and kiſſing 
with as great Raptures as ſometimes inſpire 
the ſage Dame of forty and five towards a 
youthful and vigorous Bridegroom, crying 
out in a ſhrill Voice, O the dear little Crea- 
* ture, the dear, ſweet, pretty Creature! well, 


* I vow, it is as fine a Boy as ever was 


* ſeen! 

Theſe Exclamations continued *till they 
were interrupted by the Lady, who now 
proceeded to execute the Commiſſion given, 
her by her Brother, and gave Orders for 
providing all Neceſſaries for the Child, ap- 
pointing a very good Room in the Houſe: 


tor his Nurſery. Her Orders were in 


deed ſo liberal, that had it been a Child. 


of her own, ſhe could not have exceed-. 


ed them; but leſt the virtuous, Reader 
may condemn her for ſhewing tog great, 
* to a baſe-born Infant, to Which. all, 


4 Charity 
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Charity is condemned by Law as irreligious, 
we think proper to obſerve, that ſhe con- 
cluded the whole with ſaying, Snce it was 
* her Brother's Whim to adopt the little 


Brat, ſhe ſuppoſed little Maſter muſt be 


treated with great Tenderneſs ; for her 
part, ſhe could not help thinking it was 
an Encouragement to Vice; but that ſhe 
knew too much of the Obſtinacy of Man- 
« kind to oppoſe any of their ridiculous Hu- 
© mours.” 


With Reflections of this nature, ſhe 
uſually, as hath been hinted, accompany*d 
every Act of Compliance with her Brother's 
Inclinations; and ſurely nothing could 
more contribute to heighten the Merit of 
this Compliance, than a Declaration that 


ſhe knew at the ſame time the Folly and 
Unreaſonableneis of thoſe Inclinations to 


which ſhe ſubmitted. Tacit Obedience 


implies no Force upon the Will, and conſe- 


quently may be eaſily, and without any 
Pains preſerved ; but when a Wife, a Child, 
a Relation, or a Friend, performs what we 
defire, with Grumbling, and Reluctance, 
with Expreſſions of Diſlike and Diſſatis- 
faction, the manifeſt Difficulty which they 
undergo, muſt greatly enhance the Obli- 
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As this is one of thoſe deep Obſervations 
which very few Readers can be ſuppoſed 
capable of making themſelves, I have 
thought proper to lend them my Aſſiſtance; 
but this is a Favour rarely to be expected in 
the Courſe of my Work. Indeed I ſhall 
ſeldom or never ſo indulge him, unleſs in 
ſuch Inſtances as this, where nothing but 
the Inſpiration with which we Writers are 


gifted, can poſſibly enable any one to make 
the Diſcovery. | 


CHAP. VI. 


Mrs, Deborah is introduced into the Pariſb, 
with Simile. A ſhort Account of Jenny 
Jones, with the Difficulties and Diſcou- 
ragements which may attend youns Women 
in the Purſuit of Learning. 


\ ['a Deborah, having diſpoſed of the 
Child according to the Will of her 
Ma 


er, now prepared to viſit thoſe Habi- 


tations which were ſuppoſed to conceal its 
Mother. 


Not otherwiſe than when a Kite, tremen- 
dous Bird, is beheld by the feathered Gene- 
ration ſoaring aloft, and hovering over their 
Vol. I. C Heads, 
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Heads, the amorous Dove, and every in- 
nocent little Bird ſpread wide the Alarm, 
and fly trembling to their Hiding: places. 
He proudly beats the Air, conſcious of his 


/ Dignity, and meditates intended Miſchief, 


So when the Approach of Mrs. Deborah 
was proclaimed through the Street, all the 
Inhabitants ran trembling into their Houſes, 
each Matron dreading leſt the Viſit ſhould 
fall to her Lot. She with ſtately Steps 
proudly advances over the Field, aloft ſhe 
bears her tow'ring Head, filled with Con- 
ceit of her own Pre-eminence, and Schemes 
to effect her intended Diſcovery. 


The ſagacious Reader will not, from this 
Simile, imagine theſe poor People had any 
Apprehenſion of the Deſign with which 
Mrs. Wilkins was now coming towards 
them ; bur as the great Beauty of the Si- 
mile may poſſibly ſleep theſe hundred Years, 
till ſome future Commentator ſhall take this 
Work in hand, I think proper to lend the 
Reader a little Aſſiſtance in this Place, 


It is my Intention therefore to ſignify, 
that as it is the Nature of a Kite to devour 
little Birds, ſo is it the Nature of ſuch Per- 
ſons as Mrs. Wilkins, to inſult and tyran- 
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nize over little People. This being indeed 


ly the Means which they uſe to recompenſe to 
> i themſelves their extreme Servility and Con- 
WW dcſcenfion to their Superiors ; for nothing 


can be more reaſonable, than that Slaves 

and Flatterers ſhould exact the ſame Taxes 
* on all below them, which they themſelves 
f pay to all above them. 


Whenever Mrs. Deborab had had Occa- 
F. ſion to exert any extraordinary Condeſcen- 
"© don to Mrs. Bridget, and by that means 
had a little ſowered her natural Diſpoſition, 
it was uſual with her to walk forth amon 

theſe People, in order to refine her Temper, 
by venting, and, as it were, purging off 
a ill Humours ; on which Account, ſhe 
was by no means a welcome Viſitant; to 


ſay the Truth, ſhe was univerſally hated 
and dreaded by them all. 


On her Arrival in this Place, ſhe went 
immediately to the Habitation of an elderly 
Matron; to whom, as this Matron had the 
good Fortune to reſemble herſelf in the 
Comelineſs of her Perſon, as well as in her 
Age, ſhe had generally been more favoura- 
ble than to any of the reſt. To this Wo- 
man the imparted what had happened, and 
the Deſign upon which ſhe was come thi- 
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ther that Morning. Theſe two began pre- 
ſently to ſcrutinize the Characters of the 
ſeveral young Girls, who lived in any of 
thoſe Houſes, and at laſt fixed their ſtrong- 
eſt Suſpicion on one Jenny Jones, who they 
both agreed was the likelieſt Perſon to have 
committed this Fact. 


This Jenny Jones was no very comely 
Girl, either in her Face or Perſon; but 
Nature had ſomewhat compenſated the 
Want of Beauty with what is generally 
more eſteemed by thoſe Ladies, whoſe 
Judgment is arrived at Years of perfect 


Maturity ; for ſhe had given her a very. 


uncommon Share of Underſtanding. This 
Gift Jenny had a good deal improved by 
Erudition, She had lived ſeveral Years a 
Servant with a Schoolmaſter, who diſco- 
vering a great Quickneſs of Parts in the 
Girl, and an extraordinary Deſire of learn- 
ing, (for every leiſure Hour ſhe was always 
found reading in the Books of the Scholars) 
had the Good-nature, or Folly, which the 
Reader pleaſes to call it, to inſtruct her ſo 
far, that ſhe obtained a very competent Skill 
in the Latin Language, and was perhaps as 
good a Scholar as moſt of the young Men 
of Quality of the Age. This Advantage, 
however, like moſt others of an extraordi- 
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nary Kind, was attended with ſome ſmall 
Inconveniencies: For as it is not to be 
wondered at, that a young Woman ſo well 
accompliſhed ſhould have little Reliſh for 
the Society of thoſe whom Fortune had 
made her Equals, but whom Education 
had rendered { much her Inferiors ; ſo is 
it Matter of no greater Aſtoniſhment, that 
this Superiority in Jenny, together with 
that Behaviour which is its certain 
Conſequence, ſhould produce among the 
others ſome little Envy and II! will towards 
her; and theſe had perhaps ſecretly burnt 
in the Boſoms of her Neighbours, ever 
ſince her Return trom her Service. 


Their Envy did not however diſplay it- 
ſelf openly, till poor Jenny, to the Surprize 
of every Body, and to the Vexation of all 
the young Women in theſe Parts, had pub- 
lickly ſhone forth on a Sunday in a new 
Silk Gown, with a laced Cap, and other 
proper Appendages to theſe. 


The Flame, which had before lain in 


_ Embrio, now burſt forth. Tenny had, by 


her Learning, encreaſed her own Pride, 
which none of her Neighbours were kind 
enough to feed with the Honour ſhe ſeemed 
to demand; and now, inſtead of Reſpect ' 
C 3 and 
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and Adoration, ſhe gained nothing but Ha- 
tred and Abuſe, by her Finery, The 
whole Pariſh declared ſhe. could not come 
honeſtly by fuch Things; and Parents, in- 
/ Read of wiſhing their Daughters the ſame, 
felicitated themſelves that their Children had 
them not. 


Hence perhaps it was, that the good 
Woman firſt mentioned the Name of this 
poor Girl to Mrs. Wilkins ; but there was 
another Circumſtance that confirmed the 
latter in her Suſpicion : For Jenny had lately 
been often at Mr. Allworthy's Houſe. She 
had officiated as Nurſe to Miſs Bridget, in 
a violent Fit of Illneſs, and had ſat up 
many Nights with that Lady; beſides which, 
ſhe had been ſeen there the very Day be- 
fore Mr. A!keworthy's Return, by Mrs. Wil- 
kins herſelf, tho* that ſagacious Perſon had 
not at firſt conceived any Suſpicion of her 
on that Account: For, as ſhe herſelf ſaid, 
She had always eſteemed Jenny as a very 
- © ſober Girl, (tho' indeed ſhe knew very 
little of her) and had rather ſuſpected ſome 

of thoſe wanton Trollops, who gave 
themſelves Airs becauſe, forſooth, they 
thought themſelves handſome.” 
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Jenny was now ſummoned to appear in 
Perſon before Mrs. Deborah, which ſhe im- 
mediately did. When Mrs. Deborah, putting 
on the Gravity of a Judge, with ſomewhat 
more than his Auſterity, began an Oration 
with the Words You audacious Strum- 
pet,“ in which ſhe proceeded rather to 
paſs Sentence on the Priſoner, than to ac- 
cuſe her. 


Tho? Mrs. Deborah was fully ſatisfied of 
the Guilt of eum, from the Reaſons above 
ſhewn, it is poſſible Mr, Al/worthy might 
have required ſome ſtronger Evidence to 
have convicted her; but ſhe ſaved her Ac- 
cuſers any ſuch Trouble, by freely confeſſing 
the whole Fact with which ſhe was charged. 


This Confeſſion, tho' delivered rather 
in Terms of Contrition, as it appeared, 
did not at all mollify Mrs. Deborab, Who 
now pronounced a ſecond Judgment againſt 
her, in more opprobrious Language than 
before; not had it any better Succeſs with 
the Bye- ſtanders, who were now grown 
very numerous. Many of them cried out, 
* They thought what Madam's Silk Gown 
* would end in ;* others ſpoke ſarcaſtically 
of her Learning. Not a ſingle Female was 
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preſent, but found ſome Means of expreſ- 
ling her Abhorrence of poor Jenny; Who 
bore all very patiently, except the Malice of 
one Woman, who reflected upon her Per- 
fon, and, toſſing up her Noſe, ſaid, The 
Man muſt have a good Stomach, who 
* would give Silk Gowns for ſuch Sort of 
* Trumpery.* Jenny replied to this, with a 
Bitrerneſs which might have ſurprized a ju- 
dicious Perſon, who had obſerved the Tran- 
quility with which ſhe bore all the Affronts 
to her Chaſtity ; but her Patience was per- 
haps tired out : For this is a Virtue which 
is very apt to be fatigued by Exerciſe, 


Mrs. Deborah, having ſucceeded beyond 
her Hopes in her Enquiry, returned with 
much Triumph, and at the appointed Hour 
made a faithful Report to Mr. Allwortby, 
who was much ſurprized at the Relation ; 
for he had heard of the extraordinary Parts 


Fate Improvements of this Girl, whom he 


intended to have given in Marriage, toge- 
ich a ſmall Living, to a neighbouring 
His Concern therefore on this Oc- 
fn, was at leaſt equal to the Satisfaction 
- which appeared in Mrs. Deborah, and to many 
Readers may ſeem much more reaſonable. - 


Mis. Bridget bleſſed herſelf, and ſaid, 
For her Part, ſhe ſhould never hereafter 
| © enter- 
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« entertain a good Opinion of any Woman: 
For Jenny had likewiſe had the Happinets 
of being much in her good Graces, 


The prudent Houſekeeper was again diſ- 
patched to bring the unhappy Culprit before 
Mr. Allworthy, in order, not, as it was 
hoped by ſome and expected by all, to be 
ſent to the Houſe of Correction; but to re- 
ceive wholeſome Admonition and Reproof, 
which thoſe who reliſh that kind of inſtruc- 
tive Writing, may peruſe in the next Chap- 
ter. 


CHAP. VII. 


Containing ſuch grave Matter, that the Rea- 
der cannot laugh once through the whole 
Chapter, unleſs peradventure he ſhould 
laugh at the Author. | 


HEN Jenny appeared, Mr. All- 
worthy took her into his Study, 


and ſpoke to her as follows : 


* You know, Child, it is in my Power, 
as a Magiſtrate, to puniſh you very rigo- 
* rouſly for what you have done; and you 
* will perhaps be the more apt to fear I 
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© ſhould execute that Power, becauſe you 
* have, in a manner, laid your Sins at my 
Door. | | 


© But perhaps this is one Reaſon which 


'© hath determined me to act in a milder 


© Manner with you: For, as no private 
© Reſentment ſhould ever influence a Ma- 


_ © giſtrate, I will be ſo far from conſidering 


, your having depoſited the Infant in my 
* Houſe, as an Aggravation of your Of- 
© fence, that I will ſuppoſe, in your Fa- 
© your, this to have proceeded from a na- 
* tural Affection to your Child; ſince you 
might have ſome Hopes to ſee it thus 
better provided for, than was in the Power 


Jof yourſelf, or its wicked Father, to pro- 


vide for it. I ſhould indeed have been 
highly offended with you, had you ex- 
« poſed the little Wretch in the Manner of 
© ſome inhuman Mothers, who ſeem no 
* leſs to have abandoned their Humanity, 
than to have parted with their Chaſtity. 
It is the other Part of your Offence there- 
fore upon which I intend to admoniſh 
you, I mean the Violation of your Cha- 
© ftity. A Crime, however lightly it may 
© be treated by debauched Perſons, very 
* heinous in itfelf, and very dreadful in its 
* Conſequences, x 
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The heinous Nature of this Offence 
£ muſt be ſufficiently apparent to every 
« Chriſtian, inaſmuch as it is committed in 
Defiance of the Laws of our Religion, 
and of the expreſs Commands of him who 
founded that Religion. 


And here its Conſequences may well be 
© argued to be dreadful; for what can be 
more ſo, than to incur the divine Diſplea- 
gute, by the Breach of the divine Commands; 
and that in an Inſtance, againſt which the 
higheſt Vengeance is ſpecifically denounced. 


© But theſe Things, tho' too little, I am 
afraid, regarded, are ſo plain, that Mans 
© kind, however they may want to be re- 
© minded, can never need Information on 
© this Head, A Hint therefore to awaken 
« your Senſe of this Matter ſhall fuffice ; for 
* I would inſpire you with Repentancez 
and not drive you to Deſperation, = 


© There are other Conſequences, not in- 
« deed ſo dreadful or replete with Horror as 
this; and yet ſuch, as if attentively conſi- 
dered, muſt, one would think, deter all, 
of your Sex at leaſt, from the Commiſſion 
of this Crime, HY | 


* For 
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For by it you are rendered infamous, 
and driven, like Lepers of old, out of 
Society; at leaſt from the Society of all 
© but wicked and reprobate Perſons; for no 
others will aſſociate with you. 


If you have Fortunes, you are hereby 
rendered incapable of enjoying them; if 
© you have none, you are diſabled from ac- 
' © quiring any, nay almoſt of procuring 
* your Suſtenance; for no Perſons of Cha- 
racter will receive you into their Houſes. 
Thus you are often driven by Neceſſity 
* itſelf into a State of Shame and Miſery, 
* which unavoidably ends in the Deſtruction 
of both Body and Soul. 


Can any Pleaſure compenſate theſe 
_ * Evils? Can any Temptation have So- 
phiſtry and Deluſion ſtrong enough to 
* perſuade you to fo ſimple a Bargain? Or 
can any carnal Appetite ſo overpower 
« your Reaſon, or ſo totally lay it aſleep, as 
to prevent your flying with Affright and 
Terror from a Crime which carries ſuch 
Puniſhment always with it? 


Ho baſe and mean muſt that Wo- 
man be, how void of that Dignity of 
, 3 
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Mind, and decent Pride, without which 
« we are not worthy the Name of human 
Creatures, who can bear to level herſelf 
« with the loweſt Animal, and to ſacrifice 
all that is great and noble in her, all her 
Heavenly Part, to an Appetite which ſhe 
hath in common with the vileſt Branch of 
© the Creation! For no Woman ſure, will 
plead the Paſſion of Love for an Excuſe. 
This would be to own herſelf the meer 
Tool and Bubble of the Man. Love, 
however barbarouſly we may corrupt and 
* pervert its Meaning, as it is a laudable, 


«© 15 a rational Paſſion, and can never be vi- 
© olent, but when reciprocal ; for though 


the Scripture bids us love our Enemies, 


© it means not with that fervent Love, 


© which we naturally bear towards our 
Friends; much leſs that we ſhould facri- 
« fice to them our Lives, and what ought 
© to be dearer to us, our Innocence. 

Now in what Light, but in that of an E- 
* nemy, can a reaſonable Woman regard 


© the Man, who ſolicits her to entail on 


© herſelf, all the Miſery I have above de- 
« ſcribed, and who would purchaſe to him- 
« ſelf a ſhort, trivial, contemptible Plea- 
* ſure, ſo greatly at her Expence! For by the 
Laus of Cuſtom the whole Shame, with 
all its dreadful Conſequences, falls entire- 
* ly upon her, Can Love, which _ 8 
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© ſeeks the Good of its Object, attempt to 
* betray a Woman into a Bargain, where 
© ſheis fo greatly to be the Loſer ? If ſuch 
£ Corrupter, therefore, ſhould have the 
. © Impudence to pretend a real Affection 
© for her, ought not the Woman to regard 
© him, not only as an Enemy, but as the 
© worſt of all Enemies ; a falſe, deſigning, 
© treacherous, pretended Friend, who in- 
© tends not only to debauch her Body, but 
© her Underſtanding at the ſame Time? 


Here Jenny expreſſing great Concern, All- 
worthy pauſed a Moment, and then proceed- 
ed : © I have talked thus to you, Child, not to 
« infult you for what is paſt, and irrevoca- 
© ble, but to caution and ſtrengthen you 
© for the future. Nor ſhould I have taken 
this Trouble, but from ſome Opinion of 
your good Senſe, notwithftanding the 
* dreadful Slip you have made; and from 
* fome Hopes of your hearty Repentance, 
© which are founded on the Openneſs and 
* Sincerity of your Confeſſion. If theſe 
© do not deceive me, I will take care to 
© convey you from this Scene of your 
© Shame, where you ſhall, by being un- 
© known, avoid the Puniſhment which, as 


have faid, is allotted to your Crime in 


© this World; and 1 hope by Repentance, 
© you will avoid the much heavier Sentence 
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« denounced againſt it in the other, Be a 
good Girl the reſt of your Days, and 
« Want ſhall be no Motive to your going 
« aſtray : And believe me, there is more 
« Pleaſure, even in this World, in an in- 
« nocent and virtuous Life, than in one de- 
bauched and vicious. | 


* As to your Child, let no Thoughts c. con- 
* cerning it, moleſt you; I will provide for 
© it in a better manner than you can ever 
hope. And now nothing remains, but 
that you inform me who was the wicked 
Man that ſeduced you; for my An- 
« ger againſt him will be much greater than 

you have experienced on this Occaſion. 


Jenny now firſt lifted her Eyes from the 
Ground, and with a modeſt Look, and de- 
cent Voice, thus began : | 


2 

* To know you, Sir, and not love your 
+ Goodneſs, would be an Argument of to- 
« tal want of Senſe or Goodneſs in any one. 

In me it would amount to the higheſt” 
Ingratitude, not to feel, in the moſt ſen- 
* ſible manner, the great Degree of Good- 
* neſs you have been pleaſed to exert on 
© this Occaſion, As to my Concern for 
* what is paſt, I know you will ſpare my 
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duct will much better declare my Senti. 
© ments, than any Profeſſions I can now 
© make, I beg leave to aſſure you, Sir, that 1 
take your Advice much kinder, than your 
* generous Offer with which you concluded 
it. For as you are pleaſed to ſay, Sir, it is 
an Inſtance of your Opinion of my Un- 
derſtanding' — Here her Tears flowing 
apace, ſhe ſtopped a few Moments, and then 
proceeded thus, Indeed, Sir, your Kind- 
© neſs overcomes me; but I will endeavour 
© to deſerve this good Opinion; for if I 
have the Underſtanding you are fo kind- 
* ly pleaſed to allow me, ſuch Advice can- 
not be thrown away upon me. I thank 
© you, Sir, heartily, for your intended Kind- 
. © nefs to my poor helpleſs Child; he is in- 
© nocent, and I hope will live to be grate- 
ful for all the Favours you ſhall ſhew 
© him. But now, Sir, I muſt on my Knees 
« intreat you, not to perſiſt in aſking me 
© to declare the Father of my Infant. 1 
6 1 you faithfully, you ſhall one Day 
© know ; but I am under the moſt ſolemn 
Ties and Engagements off Honour, as 
© well as the moſt religious Vows and 
© Proteſtations, to conceal his Name at this 
Time. And I know you too well to 
think you would deſire I ſhould ſacrifice 
either my Honour, or my Religion. 


Mr . All. 


- 
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Mr. Allworthy, whom the leaſt Mention 
of theſe ſacred Words was ſufficient to ſtag- 
ger, heſitated a Moment before he replied, 
and then told her ſhe had done wrong to 
enter into ſuch Engagements to a Villain ; 
but ſince ſhe had, he could not inſiſt on her 
breaking them. He ſaid, it was not from 
a Motive of vain Curioſity he had enquired, 
A but! in order to puniſh the Fellow; at leaſt, 
that he might not ignorantly confer Favours 
on the Undeſerving. 


As to theſe Points, Jenny ſatisfied him by the 
molt ſolemn Aſſurances, that the Man was 
entirely out of his Reach, and was neither 
ſubject to his Power, nor in any probability 


of becoming an Object of his Goodneſs. 


The Ingenuity of this Behaviour, had 
gained Jenny ſo much Credit with this wor- 
thy Man, that he eaſily believed what ſhe. told 
him: For as ſhe had diſdained to excuſe 


herſelf by a Lie, and had hazarded his farther - 
Diſpleaſure in her preſent Situation, rather 


than ſhe would forfeit her Honour, or Inte- 
grity, by betraying another, he had but lit- 
tle Apprehenſion that ſhe would be guilty 
of Falſhood towards himſelf. 


Ile therefore diſmiſſed her with Affuran« 


ces, that he would very ſoon remove her 


out 


kl 
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out of the Reach of that Obloquy ſhe had 
incurred, concluding with ſome additional 
Documents, in which he recommended Re- 
pentance, ſaying, <** Conſider, Child, there 
is one ſtill to reconcile yourſelf to, whoſe 
< Fayour is of much greater Importance to 
vou than mine.“ 
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A Dialogue between Meſdames Bridget, and 
Deborah; containing more Amuſement, but 
leſs Inſtruction than the former. 


HEN Mr. Allwort hy had retired to his 

Study with Jerny Jones, as hath been 

ſeen, Mrs, Bridget, with the good Houſe- 
keeper, had betaken themſelves to a Pot 
next adjoining to the ſaid Study; whence, 
i through the Conveyance of a Key-hole, 
[Wii they ſucked in at their Ears the inſtruc- 
Mi! ii tive Lecture delivered by Mr. Allcwortby, 
| together with the Anſwers of Jenny, and in- 

i deed every other Particular which paſſed in 
Will | | the laſt Chapter. 


This Hole in her Brother's Study Door, 
was indeed as well known to Mrs. Bridget, 
and had been as frequently applied to by 

* her, as the famous Hole in the Wall was 
by 
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by 7. hishe of old. This ſerved to many 
good Purpoſes, For by ſuch Means Mrs. 
Bridget became often acquainted with her 
Brother's Inclinations, without giving him 
the Trouble of repeating them to her; It 
is true, ſome Inconveniencies attended this 
Intercourſe, and ſhe had fometimes Reaſon 
to cry out with Thisbe, in Shakeſpear, * O 
wicked, wicked Wall!” For as Mr. Al{vor- 
thy was a Juſtice. of Peace, certain Things 
occurred in Examinations concerning Ba- 
ſtards, and ſuch like, which are apt to give 
great Offence to the chaſte Ears of Virgins, 
eſpecially when they approach the Age of 
forty, as was the Caſe of Mrs. Bridget. How- 
ever, ſhe had, on ſuch Occaſions, the Ad- 
vantage of concealing her Bluſhes from the 
Eyes of Men, and De nom apparentibus, 
et non exiſtentibus eadem eſt ratio. In Eu- 
gliſþ: When a Woman is not ſeen to 
* bluſh, ſhe doth not bluſh at all.“ 


Both the good Women kept ſtrict Silence 
during the whole Scene between Mr, Altwor . 
thy and the Girl; but as ſoon as it was end- 
ed, and that Gentleman was out of hearing, 
Mrs. Deborah could not hel exclaiming a+ 
gainſt the Clemency of her Maſter, and eſpe» 
gally againſt his Curing her to conceal the 
Father of the Child, which ſhe ſwore ſhe 
would have out of her before the Sun ſet, 

| At 
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At theſe Words Mrs. Bridget diſcompo- 
ſed her Features' with a Smile ; (a Thing 
very unuſual to her.) Not that I would have 
my Reader imagine, that this was one of 
thoſe wanton Smiles, which Homer would 
have you conceive came from Venus, when 
he calls her the laughter-loving Goddeſs ; 
nor was it one of thoſe Smiles, which Lady 
Seraphina ſhoots from the Stage-Box, and 
which Venus would quit her Immortality to be 
able to equal. No, this was rather one of thoſe 
Smiles, which might be ſuppoſed to have 
come from the dimpled Cheeks of the au- 
guſt Ty/phone, or from one of the Miſſes her 
Siſters, 


With ſuch a Smile then, and with a 
Voice, ſweet as the Evening Breeze of Bo- 
reas in the pleaſant Month of November, 
Mrs. Bridget gently reproved the Curioſity 

of Mrs. Deborah, a Vice with which it ſeems 
the latter was too much tainted, and which 
the former inveighed againſt with great Bit- 
terneſs, adding, that among all her Faults, 
£ ſthe thanked Heaven, her Enemies could 
© not accuſe her of prying into the Affairs 
of other People.“ 


She then proceeded to Ng the Ho- 
nour and Spirit with which Jenny had acted. 
She 
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She faid, ſhe could not help agreeing with 
her Brother, that there was ſome Merit in 
the Sincerity of her Confeſſion, and in her 
Integrity to her Lover. That ſhe had al- 
ways thought her a very good Girl, and 
doubted not but ſhe had been ſeduced by 
ſome Raſcal, who had been infinitely more 
to blame than herſelf, and very probably 
had prevailed with her by a Promiſe of 


Marriage, or ſome other treacherous Pro- 


ceeding. 


This Behaviour of Mrs. Bridget greatly 
ſurprized Mrs. Deborah; for this well-bred 
Woman ſeldom opened her Lips either to 
her Maſter or his Siſter, *till ſhe had firſt 
ſounded their Inclinations, with which her 
Sentiments were always ſtrictly conſonant. 
Here, however, ſhe thought ſhe might have 
launched forth with Safety; and the ſaga- 
cious Reader will not perhaps accuſe her of 
want of ſufficient Forecaſt in ſo doing, 
but will rather admire with what wonder- 
ful Celerity ſhe tacked about, when ſhe 
found herſelf ſteering a wrong Courſe. 


* Vay, Madam, ſaid this able Woman, 
and truly great Politician, * I muſt own I 
cannot help admiring the Girl's Spirit, as 
* well as your Ladyſhip. And, as your 

| _ © Lacyip 


46 The HisTory of Book l. 
< Ladyſhip ſays, if ſhe was deceived by 
© ſome wicked Man, the poor Wretch is to 
© be pitied. And to be ſure, as your La- 
« dyſhip fays, the Girl hath always appeared 
© like a good, honeſt, plain Girl, and not 
© yain.of her Face, forſodth; as ſome wan- 
ton Huſſeys inthe Neighbourhood are. 


Lou ſay true, Deborab, ſaid Mrs. Brid- 
get, if the Girl had been one of thoſe vain 
« Trollops, of which we have too many in 
the Pariſh, I ſhould have condemned my 
© Brother for his Lenity towards her, I ſaw 
© two Farmers Daughters at Church, the 
© other Day, with bare Necks. I proteſt they 
© ſhock*'d me. If Wenches will hang out 
© Lures for Fellows, it is no matter what 
they ſuffer. I deteſtſuch Creatures; and it 
+ would be much better for them, that their 
Faces had been ſeamed with the Small- 
Pox; but I muſt confeſs, I never ſaw any 
of this wanton Behaviour in poor Jenny; 
« ſome artful Villain; I am convinced, hath 
© betrayed, nay perhaps forc'd her; and I 
« pity the poor Wretch with all my Heart.” 


Mrs. Deborah approved all theſe Senti- 
ments, and the Dialogue concluded with a 
general and bitter Invective againſt Beauty, 
and with many compaſſionate Conſidera- 
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tions for all honeſt, plain Girls, who are 
deluded by the wicked Arts of deceitful 
Men. 


CHAP. IX. | 
Containing Malters which will ſurprize the 
Reader, 


ENNY returned home well pleaſed 

with the Reception ſhe had met with 
from Mr. Allworthy, whoſe Indulgence to 
her ſhe induſtriouſly made public; partly 
perhaps as a Sacrifice to her own Pride, and 
partly from the more prudent Motive of re- 
conciling her Neighbours to her, and ſilen- 
cing their Clamours, 


But though this latter View, if ſhe indeed. 
had it, may appear reaſonable enough, yet 
the Event did not anſwer her Expectation; 
for when ſhe was convened before the Juſ- 
tice, and it was univerſally apprehended, 
that the Houſe of Correction would have 
been her Fate; tho* ſome of the young 
Women cry'd out, it was good enough for 
her,“ and diverted themſelves with the 
Thoughts of her beating Hemp in a Silk 
Gown ; yet there were many others Who 


began 


45 8 5 


48 The HISToR YF Book J. 
began to pity her Condition: But when it 
was known in what manner Mr. Allworthy 
had behaved, the Tide turned againſt her. 
One faid, I'll aſſure you, Madam hath had 
good Luck.“ A ſecond cry'd, See what 
it is to be a Favorite.“ A third, Ay, 
© this comes of her Learning.“ Every Perſon 
made ſome malicious Comment or other, 
on the Occaſion; and reflected on the Par- 
tiality of the Juſtice. 


The Behaviour of theſe People, may ap- 

r impolitic, and ungrateful to the Read- 
er, who conſiders the Power, and the Bene- 
3 Mr. Allworthy: But as to his 
Power, he never uſed it; and as to his Be- 
nevolence, he exerted ſo much, that he 
had thereby diſobliged all his Neighbours: 
For it is a Secret well known to great Men, 
that by conferring an Obligation, they do 
not always procure a Friend, but are certain 
of creating many Enemies. 


Jenny was, however, by the Care and 


Goodneſs of Mr. Allworiby, ſoon removed 


out of the Reach of Reproach; when Malice, 
being no longer able to vent its Rage on 
her, began to ſeek another Object of its 
Bitterneſs, and this was no leſs than Mr. 
Alkworthy himſelf; for a Whiſper ſoon went 

abroad, 
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abroad, that he himſelf was the Father of 
the foundling Child. 


This Suppoſition ſo well reconciled his 
Conduct to the general Opinion, that it met 
with univerſal Aſſent; and the Outcry 
againſt his Lenity ſoon began to take ano- 
ther Turn, and was changed into an Invec- 
tive againſt his Cruelty to the poor Girl. 
Very grave and good Women exclaimed 
againſt Men who begot Children and then 
diſowned them. Nor were there wanting 
ſome, who, after the Departure of Jenny, 
inſinuated, that ſhe was ſpirited away with a 
Deſign too black to be mentioned, and who 
gave frequent Hints, that a legal Inquiry 
ought to be made into the whole Matter, 
and that ſome People ſhould be forced to 
produce the Girl, 


Theſe Calumnies might have probably 
produced ill Conſequences (at the leaſt might 
have occaſioned ſome Trouble, ) to a Perſon of 
a more doubtful and ſuſpicious Character than 
Mr. Al/worthy was bleſſed with; but in his 
Caie they had no ſuch Effect; and, being 
heartily deſpiſed by him, they ſerved only 
to afford an innocent Amuſement to the 
good Goſſips of the Neighbourhood. 


Vol. I. D But 


30 The HisroRY of - 


Book I, 


But as we cannot poſſibly divine what 


Comp!exion our Reader may be of, and as 
it will be ſome Time before he will hear any 
more of Jenny, we think proper to give 


him a very early; Intimation, that Mr. All- 


worthy was, and will hereafter appear to be, 
abſolutely. innocent of any criminal Inten- 
tion whatever. He had indeed committed no 
other than an Error in Politics, by temper- 
ing Juſtice with Mercy, and by refuſing to 
gratify the good - natured Diſpoſition of the 
Mob, “ with an Object for their Compaſſion 
to work on in the Perſon of poor Jenny, 
whom, in order to pity, they deſired to have 
ſeen ſacrificed to Ruin and Infamy by a 
ſhameful Correction in Bridewel. 


So far from complying with this their 


Inclination, by which all Hopes of Refor- 


mation would have been aboliſhed; and 


even the Gate ſhut againſt her, if her 


own Inclinations ſhould ever hereafter lead 


her to chuſe the Road of Virtue, Mr. Al- 
worthy rather choſe to encourage the Girl to 
return thither by the only poſſible Means ; 

for 


Whenever this Word occurs in our Writings, it 
intends Perſons withoutV irtue, or Senſe, in all Stations, 
and many of the higheſt Rank are often meant by it. 
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for too true I am afraid it is, that many 
Women have become abandoned, and have 


ſunk to the laſt Degree of Vice by being 


unable to retrieve the firſt Slip. This wifl 


be, I am afraid, always the Caſe, while 


they remain among their former Acquain- 
tance 3 it was therefore wiſely done by Mr. 
Allworthy, to remove Jenm to a Place 
where ſhe might enjoy the Pleaſure of Re- 

putation, after having taſted the ill Conſe- 


quences of loſi ing it. 


To this place cee wherever it was, 
we will wiſn her a good Journey, and for 
the preſent take leave of her, and of the 
little Foundling her Child, having Matters 
of much higher Importance to communi- 


cate to the Reader. 


R 


The Hoſpitality of Allworthy; with 4 ſhort 


Sketch of the Charaders of two Brothers, a 


Pocher, and a Captain, who were entertained © 


by that Gentleman. 


TEITHER Mr. Allworthy's\ Houle, - 
nor his Heart, were ſhut againſt .. 

any Part of Mankind, but they wars Bork 
D 2 more 
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more particularly open to Men of Merit, 
To ſay the Truth, this was the only Houſe 
in the Kingdom where you was ſure to 
gain a Dinner by deſerving it. 


Above all others, Men of Genius and 
Learning ſhared the principal Place in his 
Favour ; and in theſe he had much Diſcern- 
ment : For though he had miſſed the Ad- 
vantage of a learned Education, yet being 
bleſt with vaſt natural Abilities, he had fo 
well profited by a vigorous, though late 
Application to Letters, and by much Con- 
-verſation with Men of Eminence in this 
Way, that he was himſelf a very compe- 
tent Judge in moſt Kinds of Literature, 


It is no Wonder that in an Age when 
this Kind of Merit is ſo little in Fafhion, 


and fo ſlenderly provided for, that Perſons 


poſſeſſed of it ſhould very eagerly flock to a 


Place where, they were fare of being received 


with great Complaiſance; indeed where they 
might enjoy almoſt the ſame Advantages of 


a liberal Fortune as if they were entitled 


to it in their own Right; for Mr. Allkvor- 
thy was not one of thoſe generous Perſons, 
who are ready moſt bountifully to beſtow 
Meat, Drink, and Lodging on Men of Wir 
DE Learning, for which they expect no other 

Return 
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Return but Entertainment, Inſtruction, Flat- 
tery, and Subſerviency ; in a Word, that 
juch Perſons ſhould be enrolled in the Num- 
ber of Domeſtics, without wearing their 


Maſtei s Cloaths, or receiving Wages. 


On the contrary, every Perſon in this: 
Houſe was perfect Maſter of his own Time: 
and as he might at his Pleaſure ſatisfy all his 
Appetites within the Reſtrictions only of 
Law, Virtue and Religion; ſo he might, 
if his Health required, or his Inclination 
prompted him to Temperance, or even to- 
Abſtinence, abſent himſelf from any Meals, 
or retire from them whenever he was fo diſ- 
' poſed, without even a Solicitation to the 
contrary : For indeed, ſuch Solicitations 
from Superiors always favour very ſtrong- 
ly of Commands. But all here were free 
from ſuch Impertinence, not only thoſe, 
_ whoſe Company is in all other Places e- 
ſteemed a Favour from their Equality of 
Fortune, but even thoſe whoſe indigent. 
Circumſtances make ſuch an eleemoſynary 
Abode convenient to them, and who are 
therefore leſs welcome to a great Man's: 
Table becauſe they ſtand in need of it. % 


l Among others of this Kind was Dr. 
Nil, a Gentleman who had the Misfor- 
| 23 tune 
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his Religion was real, or conſiſted only 


tune of loſing the Advantage of great Ta- Q 
lents by the Obſtinacy of a Father, who er 
would breed him to a Profeſſion he diſliked, ſie 
In Obedience to this Obſtinacy the Doctor K 

had in his Youth been obliged, to ſtudy 
Phyſick, or rather to ſay he ſtudied it; fo p 
in reality Books of this Kind were almoſt 0 
the only ones with which he was unacquaint- Fa 
ed; and unfortunately for him, the Doctor tl 
was Maſter of almoſt every other Science but d 
that by which he was to get his Bread; the 1 
Conſequence of which was, that the Doctor ſ 
at the Age of Forty had no Bread to eat. ; 
Such a Perſon as this was, certain to 4 

find a Welcome at Mr. Allworthy's Table, 

to whom Misfortunes were ever a Re- 
comm̃endation when they were derived ] 
} from the Folly or Villany of others, and 5 
E '. © not of the unfortunate Perſon himſelf. Be. 6 
ſides this negative Merit, the Doctor had 1 
| one politive Recommendation. This was 
| - - a great Appearance of Religion. Whether 8 
Y 


* 
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in Appearance, I ſhall not preſume to ſay, 
+ as I am not poſſeſſed of any . Touch-ſtone, 
which candiſtinguiſh the true from the falſe, 


E If this Part of his Character pleaſed Mr. 
Allwortly, it delighted Miſs Bridget. She 
„ 
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engaged him in many religious Controver- 
ſies; on which Occaſions ſhe conſtantly ex- 

reſſed great Satisfaction in the Doctor's 

nowledge, and not much leſs in the Com- 
pliments which he frequently beſtowed on her 
own. To ſay the Truth, ſhe had read much 
Engliſh Divinity, and had puzzled more 
than one of the neighbouring Curates. In- 
deed her Converſation was ſo pure, her 
Looks ſo ſage, and her whole Deportment 
ſo grave and ſolemn, that ſhe ſcemed to de- 
ſerve the Name of Saint equally with her 


 Name-ſake, or with any other Female in the 
Roman Kalendar. 


As Sympathies of all Kinds are apt to beget 
Love, ſo Experience teaches us that none have 
a more direct Tendency this Way than thoſe 
of a religious Kind between Perſons of dif- 
ferent Sexes. The Doctor found himſelf ſo 
agreeable to Miſs Bridget, that he now be- 

gan to lament an unfortunate Accident 
-- which had happened to him about ten Fears 
before; namely, his Marriage with another 
Woman, who was not only ſtill alive,” but 
what was worſe, known to be ſo by Mr. 
Allworthy. This was a fatal Bar to that 
Happineſs which he otherwiſe ſaw ſufficient 
Probability of obtaining with this young La- 
dy; for as to criminal Indulgencies, he 
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certainly never thought of them. This was 
owing either to his Religion, as is moſt proba- 


ble, or to the Purity of his Paſſion, which was 
fixed on thoſe Things, which Matrimony 


only, and not criminal Correſponderce, 
could put him in Poſſeſſion of, or could give 
him any Title to. 


He had not long ruminated on theſe 
Matters before it occurred to his Memory 
that he had a Brother who was under no 


ſuch unhappy Incapacity. This Brother he 


made no doubt would ſucceed ; for he diſ- 
cerned, as he thought, an Inclination to 
Marriage in the Lady; and the Reader 
perhaps, when he hears the Brother's Qua- 
hfications, will not blame the Confidence 


Which he entertained of his Succeſs. 


This Gentleman was about 35 Years 


of Age. He was of a middle Size, and 
What is called well built. He had a Scar 
on his Forchead, which did not ſo much in- 
Jure his Beauty, as it denoted his Valour (for 
© he was a half-pay Officer.) He had good 
Teeth, and ſomething affable, when he 
pPleaſed, in his Smile; though naturally his 
Oountenance, as well as his Air and Voice, 
had much of Roughneſs in it, yet he could 
at any Time Cepoſite this, and appear all 


Gentleneſs 
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Gentleneſs and good Humour, He was- 
not ungenteel, nor entirely void of Wit, 
and in his Youth had abounded in Spriteli- 
neſs, which, though he had lately put on a 
more ſerious Character, he could, when he- 
pleaſed, reſume. 


He had, as well as the Doctor, an Acade-- 
mic Education; for his Father had, with 
the ſame Paternal Authority we have men- 
tioned before, decreed him for holy Orders; 
but as the old Gentleman died before he 
was ordained, he choſe the Church Militang; 


and preferred the King's Commiſſion to the 
Biſhop's. 


He had purchaſed the Poſt of Lieutenant” 
of Dragoons, and afterwards came to be 
a Captain; but having quarrelled with his 
Colonel, was by his Intereſt obliged to- 
fell z from which Time he had entirely ruſ- 
ticated himſelf, - had betaken himſelf. to 
ſtudying. the Scriptures, and was not a little- 
ſuſpected of an Inclination to Methodiſm.n 


It ſeemed therefore not unlikely that ſuch 
a Perſon ſhould ſucceed with a Lady of ſo 
Saint-like a Diſpoſition, and * whoſe Tack 
tions were no otherwiſe engaged than to the ** 
married State in general; but Why the 
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Doctor, who certainly had no great Friend- 
"ſhip for his Brother, ſhould for his Sake 
"thipk of making ſo ill a Return to the Hoſ- 


pitality of Allworjby, is a Matter not ſo 
eaſy to be accounted for. pew 


Is it that ſome Natures delight in Evil, as 
others are thought to delight in Virtue ? Or 


is there a Pleaſure in being acceſſary to 
a Theft when we cannot commit it our- 
ſelves? Or Laſtly, (which Experience ſeems 
"to make probable) have we a Satisfaction 
in aggrandizing our Families, even tho? we 
have not the leaſt Love or Reſpect for them ? 


Whether any of theſe Motives operated 
on the Doctor we will not determine; but 


fo the Fact was. He ſent for his Brother, 
and eaſily found Means to introduce him at 
"Allworthy's as a Perſon who intended yd 


A ſhort Viſit to himſelf, 


The Captain had not been in the Houſe 
a Weck before the Doctor had Reaſon to 
felicitate himſelf on his Diſcernment. The 
Captain was indeed as great a Maſter of 
the Art of Love as Ovid was formerly. He 


had beſides received proper Hints from his 


Brother, which he failed not to improve to 
the beſt Advantage, | 


CHAP, 


Ct 


Ch. 11. 432 FOUNDLING. 59 


CAT, Ak 


Containing many Rules, and ſome Examples, 
concernins falling in love : Deſcriptions 
of Beauty, and other more prudential In- 
ducements to Matrimony, 


T hath been obſerved by wiſe Men or 

Women, 1 forget which, that all Per- 
ſons are doomed to be in Love once in their 
Lives. No particular Seaſon is, as I re- 
member, aſſigned for this; but the Age at 
which Miſs Bridget was arrived ſeems to me 
as proper a Period as any to be fixed on for 
this Purpoſe : It often indeed happens much 
earlier ; but when it doth not, I have ob- 
ſerved, it ſeldom or never fails about this 
Time. Moreover, we .may remark that at 
this Seaſon Love is of a more ſerious and 
Ready Nature than what ſometimes ſhews 
itſelf in the younger Parts of Life. The 
Love of Girls is uncertain, capricious, and 
fo fooliſh that we cannot always dilcoyer 
what the young Lady would be at; nay, it 


may almoſt be doubted, aaa, ſhe 8 
knows this herſelf, | 


> 
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Now we are never at a Loſs to diſcern this 
in Women about Forty; for as ſuch grave, 
ſerious and experienced Ladies well know 
their own Meaning, fo it is always very eaſy 
for a Man of the leaſt Sagacity to diſcover 

this with the utmoſt Certainty. 


Miſs Bridget is an Example of all theſe 
Obſervations, She had not been many 
Times in the Captain's Company before ſhe 
was ſeized with this Paſſion. Nor did ſhe 
go pining and moping about the Houſe, 
Ike a puny fooliſh Girl, ignorant of her 
Diſtemper : She felt, ſhe knew, and ſhe en- 
Joyed, the pleaſing Senſation, of which, as 
ſhe was certain it was not only innocent but 
laudable, ſhe was neither afraid nor a- 


And to ſay the Truth, there is in all Points, 


great Difference between the reaſonable Paſ- 


ſion which Women at this Age conceive to- 
wards Men, and the idle and childiſh Liking of 
a Girl to a Boy, which is often fixed on the 
Outſide only, and on Things of little Value 
and no Duration; as on Cherry Cheeks, ſmall 
Lily-white Hands, flow-black Eyes, flowing 
Locks, downy Chins, dapper Shapes, nay 
ſometimes on Charms more worthleſs than 


4 theſe, 
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theſe, and leſs the Party's own; ſuch are 
the outward Ornaments of the Perſon, and 
for which Men are beholden to the Taylor, 
the Laceman, the Perriwigmaker, the Hat- 
ter, and the Milliner, and not to Nature. 
Such a Paſſion Girls may well be aſhamed, 
as they generally are, to own either to them- 
ſelves or to others, 


The Love of Miſs Bridget was of another 


Kind. The Captain owed nothing to any of Ml 


theſe Fop- makers in his Dreſs, nor was his Per- 
ſon much more beholden to Nature. Both his 
Dreſs and Perſon were ſuch as, had they 
appeared in an Aſſembly, or a Drawing- 
room, would have been the Contempt and 
Ridicule of all the fine Ladies there. The 
former of theſe was indeed neat, but plain, 
coarſe, ill-fancied, and out of Falhion. 
As for the latter, we have expreſsly de- 
ſcribed it above. So far was the Skin on 
his Cheeks from being Cherry - coloured, 
that you could not diſcern what the natural 
Colour of his Cheeks was, they being to- 
tally overgrown by a black Beard, which 
. aſcended to his Eyes. His Shape and 
Limbs were indeed exactly proportioned, 
but ſo large, that they denoted the Strength 
rather of a Ploughman than any other. His 
Shoulders were broad, beyond all Size, and 

| the. 
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the Calves of his Legs larger than thoſe of a 
common Chairman. In ſhort, his whole 
Perſon wanted all that Elegance and Beauty, 
which is the very reverſe of clumſy Strength, 
and which ſo agreeably ſets off moſt of our 


fine Gentlemen; being partly owing to the .. 


high Blood of their Anceſtors, viz. Blood 
made of rich Sauces and generous Wines, 
and partly to an early Town Education. 


Tho' Miſs Bridget was a Woman of the 


greateſt Delicacy of Taſte; yet ſuch were 


the Charms of the Captain's Converſation, 
that ſhe totally overlooked the Defects of 
his Perſon. She imagined, and perhaps 
very wiſely, that ſhe ſhould enjoy more 

agreeable Minutes with the Captain, than 
with a much prettier Fellow; and forewent 
the Conſideration of pleaſing her Eyes, in 
order to procure herſelf much more ſolid 
Satisfaction. 


The Captain no ſooner perceived the Paſſion 
of Miſs Bridget, in which Diſcovery he was 
very quick - ſighted, than he faithfully returned 
it. The Lady, no more than her Lover, 
was remarkable for Beauty. I would at- 
tempt to draw her Picture; but that is done 
already by a more able Maſter, Mr. Ho- 
garth himſelf, to whom ſhe ſat many Years 
ago, and hath been lately exhibited 9 _ 

ENLUC» 


. 


> carrying her Prayer-book. 


ch. 11. « FOUNDLING. 63 


Gentleman in his Print of a Winter's 
Morning, of which ſhe was no improper Em- 
blem, and may be ſeen walking (for walk 
the doth in the Print) to Covent-Garden 
Church, with a ſtarved Foot-boy behind 


The Captain likewiſe very wiſely prefer- 
red the more ſolid Enjoyments he expected 
with this Lady, to the fleeting Charms of 
Perſon. He was one of thoſe wiſe Men, 
who regard Beauty in the other Sex as a 
very worthleſs and ſuperficial Qualification; 
or, to ſpeak more truly, who rather chuſe 
to poſſeſs every Convenience of Life with an 
ugly Woman, than a handſome one with- 
out any of thoſe Conveniencies. And having 
a very good Appetite, and but little Nicety, 
he 4 — he ſhould play his Part very well 
at the matrimonial Banquet, without yo 
Sauce of Beauty. 


To deal plainly with the Reader, the 
Captain, ever ſince his Arrival, at leaſt from 
the Moment his Brother had propoſed the 
Match to him, long before he had diſco- 
vered any flatteringSymptomsinMiſs Bridget, 
had been greatly enamoured; that is to ſay, 
of Mr. Allwerthy's Houſe andGardens, and of 
Bis Lands, Tenements and mung 


— 
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of all which the Captain was ſo paſſionately 
fond, that he would moſt probably have 
contrated Marriage with them, had he been 


obliged to have taken the Witch ef Endor 
mto the Bargain. 


As Mr. Alkworthy thereforE had declared 
to the Doctor, that he never intended to 
take a ſecond Wife, as his Siſter was his 
neareſt Relation, and as the Doctor had 
fiſhed out that his Intentions were to make 
any Child of hers his Heir, which indeed 
the Law, without his Interpoſition, would 
have done for him; the Doctor and his 
Brother thought it an Act of Benevolence 
to give Being to a human Creature, who 
would be ſo plentifully provided with the 
moſt eſſential Means of Happineſs, The 
whole Thoughts therefore of both the Bro- 


thers, were how to engage the Aﬀections of 
this amiable Lady, 


But Fortune, who is a tender Parent, 
and often doth more for her favourite Off- 
ſpring than either they deſerve or wiſh, had 
been ſo induſtrious for the Captain, that 
whilſt he was laying Schemes to execute his 
Purpoſe, the Lady conceived the ſame De- 
fires with himſelf, and was on her Side con- 
triving how to give the Captain proper Encou- 

ragement,, 
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ragement, without appearing too forward; for 
ſhe was a ſtrict Obſerver of all Rules of 
Decorum. In this, however, ſhe eaſily ſuc- 
ceeded; for as the Captain was always on 
the Look-out, noGlance, Geſture, or Word, 
eſcaped him, 


The Satisfaction which the Captain received 
from the kind Behaviour of Miſs Bridget, was 
not a little abated by his Apprehenſions of 
Mr. Alſworthy ; for, notwithſtanding his 
diſintereſted Profeſſions, the Captain ima- 
gined he would, when he came to act, follow 
the Example of thereſt of the World, and re- 
fuſe his Conſent to a Match, ſo diſadvan- 
tageous in point of Intereſt, to his Siſter. 
From what Oracle he received this Opinion, 
I ſhall leave the Reader to determine z but, 
however he came by it, it ſtrangely per- 
plexed him how to regulate his Conduct fo, 
as at once to convey his Affection to the 
Lady, and to conceal it from her Brother. 
He, at length, reſolved to take all private 
Opportunities of making his Addreſſes; but 
in the Preſence of Mr. Alkvworthy to be as 
reſerved, and as much upon his Guard as 
was poſſible : and this Conduct was highly 
3 by. the Brecher. 192 


He 
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He ſoon found Means to make his Ad. 

_ dreſſes, in expreſs Terms, to his. Miſtreſs, 
from whom he receiv'd an Anſwer in the 
12 Form; viz. The Anſwer which was 
made ſome thouſands of Years ago, 

and which hath been handed down by Tra- 
dition from Mother to Daughter ever ſince. 
If I was to tranſlate this into Latin, I ſhould 
render it by theſe two Words, Nolo Epiſco- 


- part ; a Phraſe likewiſe of immemorial Uſe 
on another Occaſion. J 
The Captain, however he came by his 
NE perfectly well underſtood the 
Lady; and very ſoon after repeated his 


Application vich more Warmth and 


Earneſtneſs than before, and was again, 
according to due Form, rejected; but as he 
bad encreaſed in the Eagerneſs of his De- 
. fires, ſo the Lady, with the ſame Propriety, 
decreaſed in the Violence of her Refilal, 


Not to tire the Reader, by leading him 


through every Scene of this Courtſhip, 


- (which, tho' in the Opinion of a certain great 
Author, it is the pleaſanteſt Scene of Life 
to the Actor, is perhaps as dull and tire- 
ſome as any whatever to the Audience) the 
Captain made his Advances in Form, the 

Citadel 
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Citadel was defended in Form, and at 
length, in proper Form, ſurrendered at Diſ- 


cretion. 


During this whole Time, which filled the 
Space of near a Month, the Captain pre- 
ſerved great Diſtance of Behaviour to his 
Lady, in the Preſence of the Brother, and 
the more he ſucceeded with her in private, 
the more reſerved was he in public. And 


as for the Lady, ſhe had no ſooner ſecured 


her Lover, than ſhe behaved to him before 


Company with the higheſt Degree of Indit- 


ference; ſo that Mr. Allwortby muſt have 


had the Inſight of the Devil (or perhaps 
ſome of his worſe Qualities) to have enter- 
tained the leaſt Suſpicion of what was going 

forward. | 


.CH AP, XII. 


Containing what the Reader may, perhaps e. 


| pert to find in it, Y 


N all Bargains, whether to fight, or to 
marry, or concerning any other ſuch Buſi- 


nefs, little previous Ceremony is required, to 


bring the Matter to an Iſſue, when both 
Parties are really in earneſt. This was the 
Caſe 


— 
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Caſe at preſent, and in leſs than a Month 


the Captain and his Lady were Man and 
Wife. 


The great Concern now was to break the 
Matter to Mr, Al/worthy ; and this was un- 
dertaken by the men 


One Day then as Allworthy was walking 
in his Garden, the Doctor came to him, 
and with great Gravity of Aſpect, and al 
the Concern which he could polſibly affect 
in his Countenance, ſaid, I am come, Sir, 
to impart an Affair to you of the utmoſt 
© Conſequence ; but how ſhall I mention 
do you, what almoſt diſtracts me to think 
. * of He then launched forth into the moſt 
bitter Invectives both againſt Men and 
Women; accuſing the former of having 
no Attachment but to their Intereſt, and 
the latter of being ſo addicted to vicious In- 
clinatzons, that they could never be ſafely 
truſted with one of the other Sex. © Could I, 
« ſaid he, Sir, have ſufpected, that a Lady 
of ſuch Prudence, ſuch Judgment, ſuch 
Learning, ſhould indulge fo indiſcreet a 
..* Paſſion; or could I have imagined that 
-* my Brother—why do I call him ſo ? He 
ds no longer a Brother of mine.— 


Indeed 


th 
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© Indeed but he is, ſaid Allworthy, and 
© a Brother of mine too.“ Bleſs me, Sir, 


« ſaid the Doctor, do you know the ſhock- 


© ing Affair?“ — Lock' ce, Mr. Bifi, 
« anſwered the good Man, it hath been my 
* conſtant Maxim in Life, to make the beſt ' 


of all Matters which happen. My Siſter, 
* tho* many Years younger than me, 15 at 
* leaſt old enough to be at the Age of Dif- 
* cretion. Had he impoſed on a Child, I 
* ſhould have been more averſe to have 
* forgiven him; but a Woman upwards of 
thirty muſt certainly be ſuppoſed to know 
* what will make her moſt happy. She 
© hath married a Gentleman, tho* perhaps 
not quite her Equal in Fortune; and if he 
* hath any Perfections in her Eye, which 
can make up that Deficiency, I ſee no 
* Reaſon why I ſhould object to her Choice 
of her own Happineſs ; which I, no more 
than herſelf, imagine to conſiſt only in 
* immenſe Wealth, I might, perhaps, from 
* the many Declarations I have made, of 


* complying with almoſt any Propoſal, have 


expected to have been conſulced on this 
Occaſion; but theſe Matters are of a very 


delicate Nature, and the Scruples of Mo- 
« deſty perhaps are not to be overcome. 
As to your Brother, I have really no 


* Anger 


> © 8 * 
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Anger againſt him at all. He hath no 
< Obligations to me, nor do I think he was 
under any Neceſſity of aſking my Con- 
< ſent, ſince the Woman is, as I have ſaid, 
Sui Juris, and of a proper Age to be en- 
< tirely anſwerable only to herſelf for her 
Conduct. 


The Doctor repeated his Accuſations a- 
gainſt his Brother, accuſed Mr. Allworthy 
of too great Lenity, and declared that he 
ſhould never more be brought either to ſee, 
or to own him for his Relation. He then 
launched forth into a Panegyric on Aller- 
thy's Goodneſs, into the higheſt Encomiums 
on his Friendſhip; and concluded, by fay- 
ing, He ſhould never forgive his Brother 
for having put the Place which he bore in 
that Friendſhip, to a Hazard, 


Alkeorthy thus anſwer d: Had 1 con- 
© ceived any Diſpleaſure againſt your Bro- 
© ther, I ſhould never have carried that 
© Reſentment to the Innocent: But, I aſ- 
* ſure you, I have no ſuch Diſpleaſure. 
* Your Brother appears to me to be a Man 


Jof Senſe and Honour. I do not diſap- 


© prove the Taſte of my Siſter; nor will I 
© doubt but that ſhe is equally the Object 


* of his Inclinations, I have always thought - 


Love 
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Love the only Foundation of Happineſs - 
© in a married State; as it can only produce 
that high and tender Friendſhip, which 
« ſhould always be the Cement of this 


Union; and, in my Opinion, all thoſe 


« Marriages which are contracted from 


© other Motives, are greatly criminal; they 


© are a Profanation of a moſt holy Cere- 
© mony, and generally end in Diſquiet and 


«© Miſery : For ſurely we may call it a Pro- 


« fanation, to convert this moſt ſacred In- 


© ſtitution into a wicked Sacrifice to Luft, 
or Avarice: And what better can be ſaid 


© of thoſe Matches to which Men are in- 
* duced merely by the Conſideration of a 


beautiful Perſon, or a great Fortune! 


* To deny that Beauty is an a 


Object to the Eye, and even worthy ſome 


Admiration, would be falſe and fooliſh. 


geautiful is an Epithet often uſed in Scrip- 


* ture, and always mentioned with Ho- 
* nour. It was my own Fortune to m 


© a Woman, whom the World thought 


* handſome, and I can truly ſay, I liked her 
the better on that Account. But, to 


make this the ſole Conſideration of Mar- 


* riage, to luſt after it ſo violently, as to 

* overlook all Imperfections for its Sake, 

* of to require it ſo abſolutely as to reject 
1 and 
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and diſdain Religion, Virtue, and Senſe, 
« which are Qualities, in their Nature, of 
much higher Perfection, becauſe an Ele- 
gance of Perſon only is wanting; this 
© 3s ſurely inconſiſtent either with a wiſe 
Man, or a good Chriſtian,” And it is, 
perhaps, being too charitable to conclude 
that ſuch Perſons mean any thing more by 
* their Marriage, than to pleaſe their carnal 
« Appetites, for the Satisfaction of which 
* we are taught 1 it was not ordained, 


In the next Place, with reſpect to For- 
tune. Worldly Prudence perhaps exacts 
ſome Conſideration on this Head; nor 
will J abſolutely and altogether condemn 
it. As the World is conſtituted, the De- 
mands of a married State, and the Care of 
Poſterity, require ſome little Regard to what 
we call Circumſtances. Yet this Provi- 
ſion is greatly encreaſed beyond what is 
really neceflary, by Folly and Vanity, 
which create abundantly more Wants than 
Nature. Equipage for the Wife, and 
large Fortunes for the Children, are by 
Cuſtom enrolled in the Liſt of Neceſſa- 
ries; and, to procure theſe, every thing 
truly ſolid and ſweet, and virtuous, and 
religious, are neglected and overlooked. 


And 
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And this in many Degrees; the laſt and 
« greateſt of which ſeems ſcarce diſtinguiſh- 
able from Madneſs. I mean, where Per- 
© ſons of immenſe Fortunes contract them- 
«ſelves to thoſe who are, and muſt be, 
« diſagreeable to them; to Fools and Knaves, 
in order to encreaſe an Eſtate, already 
larger even than the Demands of their 


« Pleaſures, Surely ſuch Perſons, if they 


vill not be thought mad, muſt own, ei- 
ther that they are incapable of taſting the 
Sweets of the tendereſt Friendſhip, or 
that they ſacrifice the greateſt Happineſs 
© of which they are capable, to the vain, 
© uncertain, and ſenſeleſs Laws of vulgar 


© Opinion, which owe as well their Force, 


as their Foundation, to Folly.” 


Here Allworthy concluded his Sermon, 


to which Blifil had liſtened with the pro- 
foundeſt Attention, tho* it coſt him — 
Pains to prevent now and then a ſmall Diſ- 
compoſure of his Muſcles. He now praiſed 
every Period of what he had heard, with the 
Warmth of a young Divine who hath the 
Honour to dine with a Biſhop the ſame 
Day in which ' his Lordſhip hath mounted 
the Pulpit, 


Vor. I. E. CHAP. 
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CH AP. XIII. 


Which concludes the firſt Book, with an In- 
ſtance of Ingratitude, which we hope will 
appear unnatural, 


H E Reader, from what hath been 

ſaid, may imagine that the Reconci- 

lation (if indeed it could be fo called) was 

only Matter of Form ; we ſhall therefere 

ip it over, and haſten, to what muſt ſurely 
thought Matter of Subſtance, 


The Doctor had acquainted his Brother 
with what had paſt between Mr. Allworthhy 
and him; and added with a Smile. I 
* promiſe you, I paid you off; nay, I ab- 
c ſolutely deſired the good Gentleman not 
© to forgive you: For you know, after he 
© had made a Declaration in your Favour, 
© I might, with Safety, venture on ſuch a 
© Requeſt with a Perſon of his Temper ; 
and I waz willing, as well for your Sake 
as for my own, to prevent the leaſt Poſſi- 
_ © bility of a Suſpicion.” 


Captain Bil took not the leaſt Notice of 
this, at that Time; but he afterwards made 
a very notable Uſe of it. 

| One 
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One of the Maxims which the Devil, in 


a late Viſit upon Earth, left to his 


Diſciples, is, when once you are got up, 


to kick the Stool from under you. In plain 


Engliſh, when you have made your Fortune 
by the good Offices of a Friend, you are 
adviſed to diſcard him as ſoon as you can. 


Whether the Captain acted by this Max- 


im, I will not poſitively determine; fo far 
we may confidently ſay, that his Actions 
may be fairly derived from this diabolical 
Principle; and indeed it is difficult to aſſign 
any other Motive to them : For no ſooner 
was he poſſeſſed of Miſs Bridget, and recon- 
ciled to Alkvorthy, than he began to ſhew 


a Coldneſs to his Brother, which encreaſed 8 


daily; till at length it grew into Rudenels, 
and became very viſible to every one. 


The Dector remonſtrated to him pri- 
vately concerning this Behaviour, but could 
obtain no other Satisfaction than the follow 


ing plain Declaration : If you diſlike any 


* thing in my Brother's Houſe, Sir, you 
* know you are at Liberty to quit it.“ This 
ſtrange, cruel, and almoſt unaccountable 
Ingratitude in the Captain, abſolutely broke 
the poor Doctor's Heart: For Ingratitude 
1 E 2 never 
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never ſo thoroughly pierces the human 
Breaſt, as when it proceeds from thoſe in 
whoſe Behalf we have been guilty of Tranſ- 
greſſions. Reflections on great and good 
Actions, however they are received or re- 
turned by thoſe in whoſe Favour they are 
performed, always adminiſter ſome Comfort 
to us; but what Conſolation ſhall we receive 
under ſo biting a Calamity as the ungrateful 


/ Behaviour of our Friend, when our wound- 


ed Conſcience at the ſame Time flies in out 
Face, and upbraids us with having {potted 
it in the Service of one ſo worthleſs ? - 


Mr. Allwortly himſelf ſpoke to the Cap- 
tain in his Brother's Behalf, and deſired to 
know what Offence the Doctor had commit- 
ted; when the hard-hearted Villain had the 
Baſeneſs to ſay, that he ſhould never for- 
give him for the Injury which he had en- 
deavoured to do him in his Favour; which, 
he ſaid, he had pumped out of him, and 
was ſuch a Cruelty, that it ought not to be 
Moen. 


\ Altworthy ſpoke in very high Terms upon 
this Declaration, which, he ſaid, became 
not a human Creature. He expreſſed, in- 
deed, ſo much Reſentment againſt an un- 
Horgivirg Temper, that the Captain at laſt 

Pan 
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pretended to be convinced by his Argu- 
ments, and outwardly profeſſed to be re- 
conciled. | 


As for the Bride, ſhe was now in her 
Honey-moon, and ſo paſſionately fond of 
her new Huſband, that he never appeared, 
to her, to be in the wrong; and his Diſ- 
pleaſure againſt any Perion, was a ſufficient 
Reaſon for her Diſlike to the ſame, 


The Captain, at Mr. Alwerthy's In- 
ſtance, was outwardly, as we have ſaid, re- 
conciled to his Brother, yet the ſame Ran- 
cour remained in his Heart; and he found 
ſo many Opportunities of giving him pri- 
vate Hints of this, that the Houſe at laſt 
grew inſupportable to the poor Doctor; and 
he choſe rather to ſubmit to any Inconve- 
niencies which he might encounter in the 
World, than longer to bear theſe cruel and 
ungrateful Inſults, from a Brother for whom 
he had done ſo much. 


He once intended to acquaint Alkvorthy 
with the whole; but he could not bring 
himſelf to ſubmit to the Confeſſion, by 
which he mult take to his Share ſo great a 
Portion of Guilt. Beſides, by how much 
the worſe Man he repreſented his Brother to 

"9: CAR be, 
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be, ſo much the greater would his own. Of. 
fence appear to Allwworthy, and ſo much the 


greater, had he Reaſon to imagine, would 
be his Reſentment, 


He feigned, therefore, fome Excuſe of 
Buſineſs for his Departure, and promiſed to 
return ſoon again; and took leave of his 
Brother with ſo well-difſembled Content, 
that, as the Captain played his Part to the 
fame Perfection, Allworthy remained well 
fatisfied with the Truth of the Recon- 
ciliation. 


The Doctor went directly to London, 
where he died ſoon after of a broken Heart; 
a Diſtemper which kills many more than is 


generally imagined, and would have a fair 
Title to a Place in the Bill of Mortality, 


did it not differ in one Inſtance from all 


other Diſeaſes, viz. That no Phyſician can 
cure it. 


Now, upon the moſt diligent Enquiry 
into the former Lives of thefe two Brothers, 
J find, beſides the curſed and helliſh Maxim 
of Policy above-mentioned, another Reaſon 
for the Captain's Conduct: The Captain, 
beſides what we have before ſaid of him, 

was a Man of great Pride and Fi ang 
| an 
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and had always treated his Brother, who 
was of a different Complexion, and greatly 
deficient in both theſe Qualities, with the 
utmoſt Air of Superiority. 


Learning, and was by many reputed to 
have the better Underſtanding. This . the 
Captain knew, and could not bear, For, 
tho* Envy is at beſt a very malignant Paſ- 
ſion, yet is its Bitterneſs greatly heightened 
by mixing with Contempt towards the ſame 
Object; and very much afraid I am, that 
whenever an Obligation is joined to theſe 
two, Indignation, and not Gratitude, will 
be the Product of all three, 


The Doctor, 
however, had much the larger Share of 
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Containing Scenes of matrimonial Felicity m 
different Degrees of Life ; and various other 
Tran actions during the firſt two Years af- 
ter the Marriage between Captain Blifil, 
ard Miſs Bridget Allworthy. 


| FEE CHAP. 1. | 
 Shewing what Kind of a Hiſtory this is; 
what it 1s like, and what it is not like. 


H O' we have properly enough en- 
| titled this our Work, a Hiſtory, 


and not a Life; nor an Apology for 

2 Life, as is more in Faſhion ; yet we in- 

tend in it rather to purſue the Method = 
" 
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thoſe Writers who profeſs to diſcloſe the Re- 
volutions of Countries, than to imitate the 
inful and voluminous Hiſtorian, who to 
preſerve the Regularity of his Series thinks 
himſelf obliged to fill up as much Paper 
with the Detail of Months and Years in 
which nothing remarkable happened, as he 
employs upon thoſe notable Æras when the 
greateſt Scenes have been tranſacted on the 
human Stage. | 


Such Hiſtories as theſe do, in reality, 
very much reſemble a News-Paper, which 
conſiſts of juſt the ſame Number of Words, 
whether there be any News in 1t or not. 
They may likewiſe be compared to a Stage- 
Coach, which performs conſtantly the fame 
Courſe, empty as well as full, The Writer, 
indeed, ſeems to think himſelf obliged to 
keep even Pace with Time, whoſe Amanu- 
enſis he is; and, like his Maſter, travels as 
ſlowly through Centuties of monkiſh Dul- 
neſs, when the World ſeems to have been 
aſleep, as through that bright and buſy Age 


ſo nobly diſtinguiſhed by the excellent Lan 


tin Poet. * 


« Ag confligendum venientibus undique 
| Pants 3 

Omnia cum belli trepido cenciſſa tumulty 

5 E 3 « Horrida 


3 
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« Horrida contremuere ſub altis etheris 
auris : 


In dubioque fuit ſub utrorum regna ca- 


um 
Omnibus humaniseſſet,terraque marigue. 


of which, we wiſh we could give our 
Reader a more adequate Tranſlation than 
that by Mr. Creech, 


« When dreadful as frighted Rome 
with Arms, 

And all the World was ſhook with 
fierce Alarms ; 

&« Whilſt undecided yet, which Part 
ſhould fall, 

_ Nai 8 riſe the glorious Lord 
of all. 


Now it is our Purpoſe in the enſui 
Pages, to purſue a contrary Method. When 
any extraordinary Scene preſents itſelf (as 

we truſt will often be the Caſe) we ſhall 
ſpare no Pains nor Paper to open it at large 
to our Reader; but if whole Years ſhould 
725 without producing any thing worthy 
| Notice, we ſhall not be afraid of a Chaſm 
In our Hiſtory ; but ſhall haſten on to Mat- 
ters of Conſequence, and leave ſuch Periods 
* Time totally unobſerved. 


Thels 
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Theſe are indeed to be conſidered as 
Blanks in the grand Lottery of Time. We 
therefore who are the Regiſters of that Lot - 
tery, ſhall imitate thoſe ſagacious Perſons 
who deal in that which is drawn at Guild- 
Hall, and who never trouble the Public 
with the many Blanks they diſpoſe of; but 
when a great Prize happens to be drawn, 
the News-Papers are preſently filled with it, 
and the World is ſure to be informed at 
whoſe Office it was fold : Indeed, com- 
monly two or three different Offices lay 
claim to the Honour of having diſpoſed of 
it; by which I ſuppoſe the Adventurers are 


given to underſtand that certain Brokers are 


in the Secrets of Fortune, and indeed of 
her Cabinet-Council. 


My Reader then is not to be furpriſed, if 
in the Courſe of this Work, he ſhall find 
ſome Chapters very ſhort, and others alto- 
gether as long; ſome that contain only+the 
Time of a ſingle Day, and others that com- 
priſe Years ; in a word, if my Hiſtory 
ſometimes ſeems to ſtand ſtill, and fome- 
times to fly. For all wich I ſhall not look on 
myſelf as accountable to any Court of Cxiti- 
cal Juriſdiction whatever: For as I am, in 
7 and the Founder of a new Province of 
E 6 Wrizing, | 
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Writing, ſo I am at liberty to make what 
Laus I pleaſe therein, And theſe Laws, 
my Readers, whom I conſider as my Sub- 
jects, are bound to believe in and to obey ; 
with which that they may readily and chear- 
fully comply, I do hereby aſſure them that 
I ſhall principally regard their Eafe and Ad- 
vantage in all ſuch Inſtitutions: For I do 
not, like a jure divino Tyrant, imagine that 
they are my Slaves or my Commodity. [I 
am, indeed, ſet over them for their own 
Good only, and was created for their Uſe, 
and not they for mine. Nor do I doubt, 


while I make their Intereſt the great Rule 


of my Writings, they will unanimouſly con- 
cur in ſupporting my Dignity, and in ren- 
dering me all the Honour I ſhall deſerve or 
deſire. i 


C HAP. II. 


Religious Cautions againſt ſhewing too much 
Favour to Baſtards ;, and à great Diſca- 
very made by Mrs. Deborah Wilkins. 


IGHT Months after the Celebration of 
the Nuptials between Captain Bliſil and 


Miſs Bridget Allworthy, a young Lady of 
great Beauty, Merit, and Fortune, was 
Miſs Bridget, by reaſon of a Fright, ae 
85 | 0 
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of a fine Boy. The Child, was indeed, to all 
Appearance, perfect; but the Midwife diſ- 
covered, it was born a Month before its full 
Time. 


Tho? the Birth of an Heir of his beloved 
Siſter was a Circumſtance of great Joy to 
Mr. Allwortby, yet it did not alienate his 
Affections from the little Foundling, to 
whom he had been Godfather, had given his 
own Name of Thomas, and whom he had 
hitherto ſeldom failed of viſiting at leaſt once 
a Day, in his Nurſery. | 


He told his Siſter, if ſhe pleaſed, the 
new-born Infant ſhould be bred up together 
with little Tommy, to which ſhe conſented, 
tho? with ſome little Reluctance: For ſhe 
had truly a great Complacence for her Bro- 
ther; and hence ſhe had always behaved to- 
wards the Foundling with rather more Kind- 
neſs than Ladies of rigid Virtue can ſome- 
times bring themſelves to ſhew to theſe 
.Children, who, however innocent, may be 
truly called the living Monuments of Incon- 
tinence, - ; * 


The Captain could not fo eaſily bring 
- himſelf to bear what he condemned as a 
Fault in Mr, Alworthy. He gave him fre- 
Lu quent 
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quent Hints, that ta adopt the Fruits of Sin 
was to give countenance to it. He quoted 
ſeveral Texts (for he was well read in 
Scripture) ſuch as, He viſiis the Sins 
of the Fathers upon the Children ; and, 
the Fathers have eaten ſour Grapes, and the 
Children's Teeth are ſet on edge, &c. 
Whence he argued the Legality of puniſh- 


ing the Crime of the Parent on the Baſtard. 


He ſaid, Tho' the Law did not poſitively 
© allow the deſtroying ſuch baſe-born Chil- 
« dren, yet it held them to be the Children 
© of no body ; that the Church conſidered 
© them as the Children of no body ; and 
© that at the beſt, they ought to be brought 


© upto the loweſt and vileſt Offices of the 


© Commonwealth.” 


Mr. Altvoriby anſwered to all this and 
much more which the Captain had urged on 
this Subject, That however guilty the Pa- 


rents might be, the Children were cer- 


© tainly innocent. That as to the Texts 
© he had quoted, the former of them was a 
particular Denunciation againſt the Tews 
© for the Sin of Idolatry, of relinquiſhing 


© and hating their heavenly King; and the 
latter was parabolically ſpoken, and ra- 
© ther intended to denote the certain and 
* neceſſary Conſequences of Sin, than any 


* expreſs 
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« expreſs Judgment againſt it. But to re- 
« preſent the Almighty as avenging the Sins 
« of the Guilty on the Innocent, was inde- 
cent, if not blaſphemous, as it was to re- 
« preſent him acting againſt the firſt Prin- 


« ciples of natural Juſtice, and againſt the | 


original Notions of Right and Wrong, 
* which he himſelf had implanted in our 
« Minds ; by which we were to judge not 
© only in all Matters which were not re- 
vealed, but even of the Truth of Revela- 
tion itſelf, He ſaid, he knew many held 
the ſame Principles with the Captain on 
this Head; but he was himſelf firmly 
© convinced to the contrary, and would 
provide in the fame Manner for this poor 
Infant, as if a legitimate Child had had the 
Fortune to have been found in the ſame 
Place. 


While the Captain was taking all Oppor- 
tunities to preſs theſe and ſuch like Argu- 
ments to remove the little Foundling from 
Mr. Allworthy's, of whoſe Fondneſs for 
him he began to be jealous, Mrs. Deborah 
had made a Diſcovery, which in its Event 
threatned at leaſt to prove more fatal to poor 


Tommy, than all the Reaſonings of the 
Captain. 


Whether 
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Whether the inſatiable Curioſity of this 
good Woman had carried her on to that 
Buſineſs, or whether ſhe did it to confirm 
herſelf in the good Graces of Mrs. Bifi, who, 
notwithſtanding her outward Behaviour to 
the Foundling, frequently abuſed the In- 
fant in private, and her Brother too for his 
Fondneſs to it, I will not determine; but 
ſhe had now, as ſhe conceived, fully de- 
tected the Father of the Foundling, 


Now as this was a Diſcovery of great 
Conſequence, it may be neceſſary to trace 
it from the Fountain-head. We ſhall there- 
fore very minutely lay open thoſe previous 
Matters by which it was produced ; and for 
that Purpoſe, we ſhall be obliged to reveal 
all the Secrets of a little Family, with which 
my Reader is at preſent entirely unacquaint- 
ed; and of which the Oeconomy was ſo rare 
and extraordinary, that I fear it will ſhock 
the utmoſt Credulity of many married Per- 
ſons. 
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CHAT BL. 
The Deſcription of a domeſtic Government 
founded upon Rules directly contrary to thoſe 
of Ariſtotle. 


Y Reader may pleaſe to remember 

he hath been informed that Jenny 

Fones had lived ſome Years with a certain 

Schoolmaſter, who had, at her earneſt De- 

fire, inſtructed her in Latin, in which, to 

do juſtice to her Genius, ſhe had ſo im- 

roved herſelf, that ſhe was become a better 
cholar than her Maſter, 


Indeed, tho* this poor Man had under- 


taken a Profeſſion to which Learning muſt 


be allowed neceſſary, this was the leaſt of 
his Commendations, He was one of the 
beſt-natured Fellows in the World, and was 
at the ſame time Maſter of ſo much Plea- 
ſantry and Humour that he was reputed the 
Wit of the Country ; and all the neighbour- 
ing Gentlemen were ſo deſirous of his Com- 
pany, that as denying was not his Talent, 
he ſpent much Time at their Houſes, which 


he might with more Emolument have. 
ſpent in his School, 2 


It 
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It may be imagined, that a Gentleman ſo 
qualified, and fo diſpoſed, was in no danger 
of becoming formidable to the learned Semi- 
naries of Eten or W:tminſter: To ſpeak 
plainly, his Scholars were divided into two 
Claſſes. In the upper of which was a young 
Gentleman, the Son of a neighbouring 
Squire, whoat the Age of Seventeen was jult 
entered into his Syntaxis ; and in the lower 
was a ſecond Son of the ſame Gentleman, 
who, together with ſeven Pariſh-boys, was 
learning to read and write, 


The Stipend ariſing hence would hardly 
have indulged the Schoolmaſter in the Lux- 
uries of Life, had he not added to this Office 


thoſe of Clerk and Barber, and had not Mr. 
Allworthy added to the whole an Annuity of 


Ten Pound, which the poor Man received 


every Chriſtmas, and with which he was en- 


abled to chear his Heart during that ſacred 
Feſtival. 


Among his other Treaſures, the Peda- 


gogue had a Wife whom he had married 


out of Mr. Alkvorthy's Kitchen, for her For- 
tune, viz, Twenty Pound, which ſhe had 
there amaſſed, 


' This 
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This Woman was not very amiable in her 
Perſon. Whether ſhe ſat to my Friend 
Hogarth, or no, I will not determine; but 
ſhe exactly refembled the young Woman 
who is pouring out her Miſtreſs's Tea in 
the third Picture of the Harlot's Progreſs. 
She was beſides a profeſt Follower of that 
notable Sect founded by Aantippe of old; 
by means of which, "Ie became more for- 
midable in the School than her Huſband : 
for to confeſs the Truth, he was never Ma- 
ye there, or any where elſe, in her Pre- 

nce, : 


Tho' her Countenance did not denote 
—_ natural Sweetneſs of Temper, yet this 
as perhaps ſomewhat ſoured by a Circum- 
ſtance which generally poiſons matrimonial 
Felicity. For Children are rightly called the 
Pledges of Love; and her Huſband, tho? 
they had been married nine Years, had 
given her no ſuch Pledges; a Default for 
which he had no Excuſe, either from Age 
or Health, being not yet thirty Years old, 


as what they call a jolly, briſk, young 


Hence aroſe another Evil which produced 
no little Uneaſineſs to the poor Pedagogue, 
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of whom ſhe maintained fo conſtant a Jea- 
louſy, that he durſt hardly ſpeak to one 
Woman in the Parith ; for the leaſt Degree 
of Civility, or even Correſpondence with 
any Female, was ſure to bring his Wife 
upon her Back, and his own, 


In order to guard herſelf againſt matri. 


monial Injuries in her own Houſe, as ſhe 
kept one Maid Servant, ſhe always took 
Care to chuſe her out of that Order of 
Females, whoſe Faces are taken as a Kind of 
Security for their Virtue ; of which Number 
Jenny Jones, as the Reader hath been before 


informed, was one. 


As the Face of this young Woman might 
be called pretty good Security of the be- 
fore- mentioned Kind, and as her Behaviour 
had been always extremely modeſt; which 
is the certain Conſequence of Underſtanding 
in Women; ſhe had paſſed above four 
Years at Mr. Partridge's, (for that was the 
Schoolmaſter's Name) without creating the 
leaſt Suſpicion in her Miſtreſs. Nay, ſhe 


had been treated with uncommon Kindneſs, 
and her Miſtreſs had permitted Mr. Par- 
tridge to give her thoſe Inſtructions, which 
have been before commemorated, 


But 
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But it is with Jealouſy, as with the Gout, 
When ſuch Diſtempers are in the Blood, 
there is never any Security againſt their 
breaking out ; and that often on the ſlighteſt 
Occaſions, and when leaſt ſuſpected. 


Thus it happened to Mrs. Partridge, who 
had ſubmitted four Years to her Huſband's 
teaching this young Woman, and had ſuf- 
fered her often to neglect her Work, in or- 
der to purſue her Learning. For paſſing by 
one Day, as the Girl was read irg, and her 
Maſter leaning over her, the Girl, I know 
not for what Reaſon, ſuddenly ſtarted up 
from her Chair; and this was the firſt Time 
that Suſpicion ever entered into the Head 
of her Miſtreſs. | 


This did not, however, at that Time, 
diſcover itſelf, but lay lurking in her Mind, 
like a concealed Enemy, who waits for a 
Reinforcement of additional Strength, be- 


fore he openly declares himſelf, and pro- 


ceeds upon hoſtile Operations; and ſuch 
additional Strength ſoon arrived to corrobo- 
rate her Suſpicion: For not long after, the 
Huſband and Wife being at Dinner, the 
Maſter ſaid to his Maid, Da mibi aliguid 


Potum; upon which the poor Girl ſmiled, 


5 perhaps 
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perhaps at the Badneſs of the Latin, and 
when her Miſtreſs caſt her Eyes on her, 
bluſhed, poſſibly with a Conſciouſneſs of 
having laughed at her Maſter. Mrs, Par- 
\ Fridge, upon this, immediately fell into a 

Fury, and diſcharged the Trencher on 
which ſhe was eating, at the Head of poor 
Jenm, crying out, You impudent Whore, 
* do you play Tricks with my Huſband 
© before my Face? and, at the ſame 
Inftant, roſe from her Chair, with a 
Knife in her Hand, with which, moſt pro- 
bably, ſhe would have excecuted very tra- 
gical Vengeance, had not the Girl taken 
the Advantage of being nearer the Door 
than her Miſtreſs, and avoided her Fury, by 
running away; for, as to the poor Huſ- 
band, whether Surprize had rendered him 
motionleſs, or Fear (which is full as pro- 
bable) had reſtrained him from venturing at 
any Oppoſition, he ſat ſtaring and trembling 
in his Chair ; nor did he once offer to move 
or ſpeak, till his Wife returning from the 
Purſuit of Jenny, made ſome defenſive Mea- 
ſures neceſſary for his own Preſervation ; 
and he likewiſe was obliged to retreat, after 
the Example of the Maid. 


This good Woman was, no more than 
Oibello, of a Diſpoſition, _ © 5 
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—— To make a Life of Jealouſy, 
And follow till the Changes of the Moon 
With freſh Suſpicions—— 


with her, as well as him; 


To be once in doubt 
Was once to be reſolved 


ſhe therefore ordered Jenny immediately to 
pack up her Alls, and be gone ; for that ſhe 
was determined ſhe ſhould not ſleep that 
Night within her Walls, # 


Mr. Partridge had profited too much, by 
Experience, to interpoſe in a Matter of this 
Nature, He therefore had Recourſe to his 
uſual Recipe of Patience ; for, tho* he was 
not a great Adept in Latin, he remembered 
and well underſtood the Advice contained 
in theſe Words: | | 


Leve fit, quod bene fertur Onus. 


In Engliſh : * A Burden becomes lighteſt, 
when is is well borne. ? 


Which he had always in his Mouth, and of 
which, to ſay the Truth, he had often Oc- 
cation to experiente the Truth. 


Jenny 


fore the next Morning, which a little abated of 


hate her with no {mall Inveteracy, Paſt 
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Jenny offered to make Proteſtations of 
her Innocence; but the Tempeſt was too 
high for her to be heard. She then betook 
herſelf to the Buſineſs of Packing, for which 
a ſmall Quantity of brown Paper ſufficed; 


Con 


Yr 
and, having received her ſmall Pittance of 1 
Wages, ſhe returned home, 
The Schoolmaſter and his Conſort paſs'd P 
their Time unpleaſantly enough that Even- nat 
ing; but ſomething or other happened be- 


the Fury of Mw. Partridge ; and ſhe at 
length admitted her Huſband to make his ub 
Excuſes. To which ſhe gave the readier 
Belief, as he had, inſtead of deſiring her to WM Hu 
recall Jenny, profeſſed a Satisfaction in her by 
being diſmiſſed, ſaying, She was grown of por 
little Uſe as a Servant, ſpending all her ¶ ind. 
Time in reading, and was become, more- the 
over, very pert and obſtinate : For indeed WW ang 
ſhe and her Maſter had lately had frequent i 
Diſputes in Literature; in which, as hath F 
been ſaid, ſhe was become greatly his Su- ¶ cee 
perior. This, however, he would by no Ho 
means allow; and, as he called her perſiſt- I was 
ing in the Right, Obitinacy, he began to yet, 
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Containing one of the moſt bloody Battles, or 
rather Duels, that were ever recorded in 
Domeſtic Hiſtory. 


OR the Reaſons mentioned in the pre- 

ceding Chapter, and from ſome other 
matrimonial Conceſſions, well known to 
moſt Huſbands ; and which, like the Secrets 
of Free Maſonry, ſhould be divulged to 
none who are not Members of that honou- 
rable Fraternity, Mrs. Partridge was pretty 
well ſatisfied, that ſhe had condemned her 
Huſband without Cauſe, and endeavoured, 


by Acts of Kindneſs, to make him Amends: 


for her falſe Suſpicion. Her Paſſions were, 
indeed, equally violent, which ever Way 
they inclined : for, as ſhe could be extremely 


angry, ſo could ſhe be altogether as fond. 


But 'tho* theſe Paſſions ordinarily ſuc- 


ceeded each other, and ſcarce twenty-four 
Hours ever paſſed in which the Pedagogue 


was not, ih ſome Pegree, the Object of both; 
yet, on extraordinary Occaſions, when the 
Paſſion of Anger had raged very high, the 
Remiſſion was uſually longer, and ſo was 


Vol. I. F the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the Caſe at preſent ; for ſhe continued 
longer in a State of Affability, after this Fit 
of Jealouſy was ended, than her Huſband 
had ever known before : And, had it not 
been for ſome little Exerciſes, which all the 
Followers of Xantippe are obliged to per- 
form daily, Mr. Partridge would have en- 
joyed a perfect Serenity of ſeveral Months, 


Perfect Calms at Sea are always ſuſpected 
by the experienced Mariner to be the Fore. 
runners of a Storm: And I know ſome 
Perſons, who, without being generally the 
Devotees of Superſtition, are apt to appre- 
hend, that great and unuſual Peace or 
Tranquility, will be attended with its oppo- 
ſite: For which Reaſon the Antients uſed, 
on ſuch Occaſions, to ſacrifice to the God- 
deſs Neme/is ; a Deity who was thought by 
them to look with an invidious Eye on 
human Felicity, and to have a peculiar De- 
light in overturning it. 


As we are very far from believing in any 
ſuch Heathen Goddeſs, or from encourag- 
ing any Superſtition, ſo we wiſh Mr. Jobn 
F., or ſome other ſuch Philoſopher, 
would beſtir himſelf a little, in order to find 
out the real Cauſe of this ſudden Tranſition, 
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from good to bad Fortune, which hath been 
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ſo often remarked, and of which we ſhall 
proceed to give an Inſtance ; for it is our 
Province to relate Facts, and we ſhall leave 
Cauſes to Perſons of much higher Genius. 


Mankind have always taken great De- 
light in knowing and deſcanting on the 
Actions of others. Hence there have been, 
in all Ages, and Nations, certain Places ſet 
apart for public Rendezvous, where the 
Curious might meet, and ſatisſy their mu- 
tual Curioſity. Among theſe, the Barbers 
Shops have juſtly bore the Pre- eminence. 
Among the Greeks, Barbers News was a 
proverbial Expreſſion, and Horace, in one 
of his Epiſtles, makes honourable Mention 
of the Roman Barbers in the ſame Light. 


Thoſe of England are known to be no 
wiſe inferior to their Greek or Roman Prede- 
ceſſors. You there ſee foreign Affairs diſ- 
cuſſed in a Manner little inferior to that 
with which they are handled in the Coffee- 
houſes; and domeſtick Occurrences are 
much more largely and freely treated in the 
former, than in the latter. But this ſerves 
only for the Men, Now, whereas the Fe- 
males of this Country, eſpecially thoſe of 
the lower Order, do affociate themſelves 
much more than thoſe of other Nations, 
MO F 2 our 
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our Polity would be highly deficient, if they 
had not ſome Place ſet apart likewiſe for the 
Indulgence of their Curioſity, ſceing they 
are in this no way inferior to the other 
half of the Species, | 


In enjoying, therefore, ſuch Place of 
Rendezvous, the Britiſb Fair ought to 
eſteem themſelves more happy than any of 
their foreign Siſters; as I do not remember 
eicher to have read in Hiſtory, or to have 
ſeen in my Travels, any thing of the like 
Kind. 


This Place then is no other than the 
Chandler's Shop ; the known Seat of all the 
News; or, as it is vulgarly called, Goſſip- 
ing, in every Pariſh in England. 


Mrs. Partridge being one Day at this Aſ- 
ſembly of Females, was aſked by one of her 
Neighbours, if ſhe had heard no News 
lately of Jenny Jones. To which ſhe an- 
ſwered in the negative. Upon this, the 
other replied, with a Smile, That the Pa- 
riſh was very much obliged to her for hav- 
ing turned Jenny away as ſhe did. 


Mrs. Partridze, whoſe Jealouſy, as the 
Reader well knows, was long fince cons 
an 
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and who had no other Quarrel to her Maid, 
anſwered boldly, She did not know any 
Obligation the Pariſh had to her on that 
Account, for ſhe believed Jenny had ſcarce 
left her Equal behind her. 


© No, truly, ſaid the Goſſip, I hope 
not, tho' I fancy we have Sluts enow too,” 
© Then you have not heard, it ſeems, that 
* ſhe hath been brought to bed of two Ba- 
* ſtards ; but as they are not born here, my 
* Huſband, and the other Overſeer, ſays 
ve ſhall not be obliged to keep them.” 


Two Baſtards! * anſwered Mrs. Par- 
tridge haſtily, you ſurprize me, Idon'tknow 
* whether we muſt keep them; but I am 
* ſure they muſt have been begotten here, 
for the Wench hath not been nine Months 
gone away,” 


Nothing can be ſo quick and ſudden as 
the Operations of the Mind, eſpecially when 
Hope, or Fear; or Jealouſy to which the 
two others are but Journeymen, ſet it to 
work. It occurred inſtantly to her, that Jenny 
had ſcarce ever been out of her own Houſe, 
while ſhe lived with her. The leaning over 
the Chair, the ſudden ſtarting up, the La- 
tin, the Smile, and many other Things 
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ruſhed upon her all at once. The Satis. 
faction her Huſband expreſſed in the 
Departure of Jenny, appeared now to be 
only diſſembled; again, in the ſame Inſtant, 
to be real, and yet to confirm her Jealouſy, 
as proceeding from Satiety, and a hundred 
other bad Cauſes. In a Word, ſhe was 
convinced of her Huſband's Guilt, and im- 
mediately left the Aſſembly in Confuſion, 


As fair Grimalkin, who, though the 
youngeſt of the Feline Family, degenerates 
not in Feroſity from the elder Branches of 
her Houſe, and, though inferior in Strength, 
is equal in Fierceneſs to the noble Tyger 
himſelf, when a little Mouſe, whom it hath 
long tormented in Sport, eſcapes from her 
Clutches for a while, frets, ſcolds, growls, 
ſwears; but if the Trunk, or Box, be- 
hind which the Mouſe lay hid, be again re- 
moved, ſhe flies like Lightning on her 
Prey, and, with envenomed Wrath, bites, 
ſcratches, mumbles, and tears the little 
Animal, 


Not with leſs Fury did Mrs. Partridge 
fly on the poor Pedagogue. Her Tongue, 


Teeth, and Hands, fell all upon him at 
once. His Wig was in an Inſtant torn from 
his Head, his Shirt from his Back, and 


from 


w aPYF a ww — 4 4 TY 


Ch. 4. 4 FOUNDLING. 103 


from his Face deſcended five Streams of Blood, 
denoting the Number of Claws with which 
Nature had unhappily armed the Enemy. 


Mr. Partridge acted for ſome Time on 
the defenſive only ; indeed he attempted 
only to guard his Face with his Hands ; 
but as he found that his Antagoniſt abated 
nothing of her Rage, he thought he might, 
at leaſt, endeavour to diſarm her, or rather to 
confine her Arms; in doing which, her Cap 
fell off in the Struggle, and her Hair being 
too ſhort to reach her Shoulders, erected 
itſelf on her Head; her Stays likewiſe, 


which were laced through one ſingle Hole 1 * 


at the Bottom, burſt open, and her Breaſts, 
which were much more redundant than her 
Hair, hung down below her Middle; her 
Face was likewiſe marked with the Blood of 
her Huſband; her Teeth gnaſhed with Rage; 
and Fire, ſuch as ſparkles from a Smith's 
Forge, darted from her Eyes. So that, 
alrogether, this Amazonian Heroine might 
have been an Object of Terror to a much 
bolder Man than- Mr. Partridge. 


He had, at length, the good Fortune, 
by getting Poſſeſſion of her Arms, to ren- 
der thoſe Weapons, which ſhe wore at the 
Ends of her Fingers, uſeleſs ; which ſhe no 

F 4 ſooner 
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ſooner perceived, than the Softneſs of her h 
Sex prevailed over her Rage, and ſhe pre. "yy 


ſently diſſolved in Tears, which ſoon after of \ 
concluded in a Fit. 


That ſmall Share of Senſe which Mr. Par. 
tridge had hitherto preſerved through this 
Scene of Fury, of the Cauſe of which he 
was hitherto ignorant, now utterly aban- 
doned him. He ran inſtantly into the Street, 
hollowing out, that his Wife was in the 
Agonies of Death, and beſeeching the 
Neighbours to fly with the utmoſt Haſte to 
her Aſſiſtance. Several good Women o- 
beyed his Summons, who entering his Houſe, 0 
and applying the uſual Remedies on ſuch 
Occaſions, Mrs. Partridge was, at length, 


to the great Joy of her Huſband, brought 
to herſelf. | Y 


As ſoon as ſhe had a little recollected her - 
Spirits, and ſomewhat compoſed herſelf with 
à Cordial, ſhe began to inform the Company l 
of the manifold Injuries ſhe had received ( 
from her Huſband ; who, ſhe ſaid, was , 
not contented to injure her in her Bed ; but, 
upon her upbraiding him with it, had treated 
her in the crueleſt Manner imaginable ; had | 
tore her Cap and Hair from her Head, and 
her Stays from her Body, giving her, 8 
; the 
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the ſame Time, ſeveral Blows, the Marks 
of which ſhe ſhould carry to the Grave. 


The poor Man, who bore on his Face 
many more viſible Marks of the Indignation 
of his Wife, ſtood in ſilent Aſtoniſhment at 
this Accuſation ; which' the Reader will, I 
believe, bear Witneſs for him, had greatly - 
exceeded the Truth ; for indeed he had not 
ſtruck her once; and this Silence being in- 
terpreted to be a Confeſſion of the Charge, 
by the whole Court, they all began at once, 
una voce, to rebuke and revile him, repeat- 
ing often, that none but a Coward ever 
ſtruck a Woman. 


Mr. Partridge bore all this patiently ; but 
when his Wife appealed to the Blood on 
her Face, as an Evidence of his Barbarity, 
he could not help laying Claim to his own 
Blood, for ſo it really was; as he thought 
it very unnatural, that this ſhould riſe up 
(as we are taught that of a murdered Perſon 
often doth) in Vengeance againſt him, 


To this the Women made no other An- 
ſwer, than that it was Pity it had not come 
from his Heart, inſtead of his Face; all 
declaring, that if their Huſbands ſhould 
lift their Hands againſt them, they would 
F 5 have 
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have their Heart's Bloods out of their Bo- 
dies. 


After much Admonition for what was 
paſt, and much good Advice to Mr. Par- 
tridge for his future Behaviour, the Com- 
pany, at length, departed, and left the 
Huſband and Wife to a perſonal Confe- 
rence together, in which Mr. Partridge ſoon 
learned the Cauſe of all his Sufferings. 


CHAP. v. 


Containing much Matter to exerciſe the Judg- 
ment and Reflection of the Reader. 


FT Believe it is a true Obſervation, that few 
Secrets are divulged to one Perſon only ; 
but certainly, it would be next to a Miracle, 
that a Fact of this Kind ſhould be known 
to a whole Pariſh, and not tranſpire any 
farther. 


And, mdeed, a very few Days had 
paſt, before the Country, to uſe a common 
Phraſe, rung” of the Schoolmaſter of Little 
Baddington; who was ſaid to have beaten 
his Wife in the moſt cruel Manner, Nay, 
in ſome Places, it was reported he had or 

ere 
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dered her ; in others, that, he had broke her 


Arms; in others, her Legs; in ſhort, there 


was ſcarce an Injury which can be done to a 
human Creature, but what Mrs. Partriage 
was ſomewhere or other affirmed to have 
received from her Huſband, | 


The Cauſe of this Quarrel was likewiſe 
variouſly reported ; for, as ſome People 
ſaid that Mrs. Partridge had caught her 
Huſband in Bed with his Maid, fo many 
other Reaſons, of a very different Kind, 
went abroad, Nay, ſome transferred the 


Guilt to the Wife, and the Jealouſy to the 


Huſband. 


Mrs. Wilkins had long ago heard of this 
Quarrel ; but, as a different Cauſe from the 
true one had reached her Ears, ſhe thought 
proper to conceal it; and the rather, per- 
haps, as the Blame was univerſally laid on 
Mr. Partridge ; and his Wife, when ſhe 
was Servant to Mr, Alwortby, had in ſome- 
thing offended Mrs. Wilkins, who was not 
of a very forgiving Temper. 


But Mrs. Wilkins, whoſe Eyes could ſee 
Objects at a Diſtance, and who could very 
well look forward a few Years into Futurity, 
had perceived a ſtrong Likelihood of Cap- 

F 6 tain 
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tain, Blißl's being hereafter her Maſter ; and, 
as ſhe plainly diſcerned, that the Captain 
bore no great Good-will to the little Found- 
ling, ſhe fancied it would be rendering him 
an agreeable Service, if ſhe could make any 
Diſcoveries that might leſſen the Affec- 


tion which Mr. Allvoriby ſeemed to have 


contracted for this Child, and which gave 
viſible Uneaſineſs to the Captain; who 
could not entirely conceal it even before All- 
worthy himſelf; though his Wife, who 
acted her Part much better in public, fre- 
quently recommended to him her' own 
Example, of conniving at the Folly of her 
Brother, which, ſhe ſaid, ſhe at leaſt as 
well perceived, and as much reſented as any 
other poſſibly could. 


Mrs. Wilkins having therefore, by Acci- 
dent, gotten atrue Scent of the above Story, 
though long after it had happened, failed 
not to fatisfy herſelf thoroughly of all the 
Particulars, and then acquainted the Cap- 
tain, that ſhe had at laſt diſcovered the true 
Father of the little Baſtard, which ſhe was 
ſorry, ſhe ſaid, to ſee her Maſter loſe his 
Reputation in the Country, by taking ſo 
much Notice of. 


The 


5a 


The Captain chid her for the Concluſion 
of her Speech, as an improper Aſſurance in 


judging of her Maſter's Actions: For if his 


Honour, or his Underſtanding, would have 
ſuffered the Captain to make an Alliance with 
Mrs. Wilkins, his Pride would by no means 
have admitted it. And, to ſay the Truth, 


there is no Conduct leſs politic, than to 


enter into any Confederacy with your 


Friend's Servants, , againſt their Maſter. 


For, by theſe Means, you afterwards be- 
come the Slave of theſe very Servants; by 
whom you are conſtantly liable to be be- 
trayed. And this Conſideration, perhaps, 
it was which prevented Captain Bi from 
being more explicite with Mrs. Wilkins , 
or from encouraging the Abuſe which ſhe 
had beſtowed on Al/worthy. 


But though he declared no Satisfaction 
to Mrs. Wilkins at this Diſcovery, he en- 
joyed not a little from it in his own Mind, 
and reſolved to make the beſt Uſe of it he 
was able. 


He kept this Matter a long Time con- 
cealed within his own Breaſt, in Hopes that 
Mr, Alkworthy might hear it from ſome other 
Perſon ; 
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Perſon ; but Mrs. Wilkins, whether ſhe re- 
ſented the Captain's Behaviour, or whether 
his Cunning was beyond her, and ſhe 
| feared the Diſcovery might diſpleaſe him, 
never afterwards opened her Lips about the 
Matter, | 


I have thought it ſomewhat ſtrange, upon 
Reflection, that the Houſe-keeper never 
acquainted Mrs. Blifil with this News, as 
Women are more inclined to communi- 
cate all Pieces of Intelligence to their own 
Sex, than to ours. The only Way, as it 
appears to me, of ſolving this Difficulty, is, 
by imputing it to that Diſtance which was 
now. grown between the Lady and the 
 Houſe-keeper : Whether this aroſe from a 
Jealouſy in Mrs. Blifl, that Wilkins ſhewed 
too great a Reſpect to the Foundling ; for 
while ſhe was endeavouring to ruin the lit- 
tle Infant, in order to ingratiate herſelf with 
the Captain, ſhe was every Day more and 
more commending it before Alkvorthy, as 
his Fondneſs for it every Day encreaſed, 
This, notwithſtanding all the Care ſhe took 
at other Times to expreſs the direct con- 
trary to Mrs, Bljl, perhaps offended that 
delicate Lady, who, certainly now hated 
Mrs. Wilkins; and though ſhe did not, or 


poſſibly 
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poſſibly could not, abſolutely remove her, 
from her Place, ſne found, however, the Means 
of making her Life very uneaſy. This 
Mrs. Wilkins, at length, fo reſented, that 
ſhe very openly ſhewed all Manner of Re- 


ſpect and Fondneſs to little Tommy, in Op- 
poſition to Mrs. Blifil. 


The Captain, therefore, finding the Story 
in Danger of periſhing, he at laſt took an 
Opportunity to reveal it himſelf. 


He was one Day engaged with Mr. All- 
worthy in a Diſcourſe on Charity : In which 
the Captain, with great Learning, proved 
to Mr. Alkeorthy, that the Word Charity, 


in Scripture, no where means Beneficence, 
or Generoſity, 


The Chriſtian Religion, he ſaid, was 
* inſtituted for much nobler Purpoſes, than 
to enforce a Leſſon which many Heathen 
* Philoſophers had taught us long before, 
* and which, though it might, perhaps, be 
called a moral Virtue, favoured but little 
of that ſublime Chriſtian-like Diſpoſition, 
* that vaſt Elevation of Thought, in Purity 
approaching to angelic Perfection, to be 
© attained, expreſſed, and felt only by 
Grace. Thoſe (he ſaid) came nearer to 
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the Scripture Meaning, who underſtood 
* by it Candour, or the forming of a bene- 
volent Opinion of our Brethren, and paſ- 
© ſing a favourable Judgment on their 
Actions; a Virtue much higher, and more 
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extenſive in its Nature, than a pitiful Di- 
ſtribution of Alms, which, though we 
would never ſo much prejudice, or even 
ruin our Families, could never reach 
many; whereas Charity, in the other and 


truer Senſe, might be extended to all 
Mankind.” 


He ſaid, * Conſidering who the Diſciples 
were, it would be abſurd to conceive the 
Doctrine of Generoſity, or giving Alms, 
to have been preached to them. And, 
as we could not well imagine this Doctrine 
ſhould be preached by its divine Author 
to Men who could not practiſe it, much 
leſs ſhall we think it underſtood fo by 
thoſe who can practiſe it, and do not. 


But though, continued he, there is, 
I am afraid, little Merit in theſe Bene- 
factions ; there would, I muſt confeſs, be 
much Pleaſure in them to a good Mind, 
if it was not abated by one Conſideration. 
I mean, that we are liable to be impoſed 
upon, and to confer our choiceſt Favours 


often 
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own was your Caſe in your Bounty to that 
worthleſs Fellow Pariridge : For two or 
three ſuch Examples muſt greatly leſſen 
the inward Satisfaction, which a good 
Man would otherwiſe find in Genero- 
fity ; nay, may even make him timo- 
rous in beſtowing, leſt he ſhould be 
guilty of ſupporting Vice, and encourag- 
ing the Wicked ; a Crime of a very black 
Dye, and for which it will by no means 
be a ſufficient Excuſe, that we have not 
actually intended ſuch an Fncouragement z 
unleſs we have uſed the utmoſt Caution 
in chuſing the Objects of our Benefi- 
cence. A Conſideration which, I make 
no Doubt, hath greatly checked the Libe- 
rality of many a worthy and pious Man.“ 


Mr. Allworthy anſwered, He could not 
diſpute with the Captain in the GreekLan- 
guage, and therefore could ſay nothing as 


to the true Senſe of the Word, which is 


tranſlated Charity ; but that he had al- 
ways thought it was interpreted to con- 
ſiſt in Action, and that giving Alms con- 


ſtituted at leaft one Branch of that 
Virtue. 
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As to the meritorious Part, he ſaid, he 


« readily agreed with the Captain; for where 


could be the Merit of barely diſcharging 
a Duty; which he ſaid, let the Word 
Charity have what Conſtruction it would, 
it ſufficiently appeared to be from the 
whole Tenure of the New Teſtament. 
And as he thought it an indiſpenſable 
Duty, enjoined both by the Chriſtian Law, 
and by the Law of Nature itſelf; ſo was 
it withal ſo pleaſant, that if any Duty 
could be ſaid to be its own Reward, or to 
pay -us while we were diſcharging it, it 
was this. | 


To confeſs the Truth, ſaid he, there is 
one Degree of Generoſity, (of Charity .l 
would have called it) which ſeems to have 
ſome Shew of Merit, and that is, where 
from a Principle of Benevolence, and 
Chriſtian Love, we beſtow on another what 
we really want ourſelves; where, in order 
to leſſen the Diſtreſſes of another, we conde- 
ſcend to ſhare ſome Part of them by giv- 
ing what even our own Neceſſities cannot 
* well ſpare. This is, I think, meritorious; 
but to relieve our Brethren only with our 
© Superfluities ; to be charitable (I muſt uſe 
the Word) rather at the Expence of our 
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« Coffers than ourſelves; to ſave ſeveral 
Families from Miſery rather than hang up 
an extraordinary Picture in our Houſes, 
or gratify any other idle, ridiculous Va- 
* nity, this ſeems to. be only being Chri- 
* ſtians, nay indeed, only being human 
Creatures. Nay, I will venture to go far- 
* ther, it is being in ſome degree Epicures : 
For what could the greateſt Epicure wiſh 
rather than to eat with many Mouths in- 
© ſtead of one; which I think may be pre- 
* dicated of any one who knows that the 
* Bread of many is owing to his own Lar- 
geſſes. 


As to the Apprehenſion of beſtowing 
* Bounty on ſuch as may hereafter prove 
« unworthy Objects, . becauſe many have 
proved ſuch ; ſurely it can never deter a 
good Man from Generoſity: I do nat 
think a few or many Examples of Ingta- 
titude can juſtify a Man's hardening his 
Heart againſt the Diſtreſſes of his Fellow- 
Creatures; nor do 1 believe it can ever 
have ſuch Effect on a truly benevolent 
* Mind. Nothing leſs -than a Perſuaſion 
of univerſal Depravity can lock up the 
Charity of a good Man; and this Per- 
© ſuaſion muſt lead him, I think, either 
into Atheiſm, or Enthuſiaſm ;z but ſurely 
; wy ir 
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- © 1t is unfair to argue ſuch univerſal Depra- 
© vity from a few vicious Individuals ; nor 


who upon ſearching his own Mind found 
one certain Exception to the general Rule, 
He then concluded by aſking who that 
Partridge was whom he had called a 
worthleſs Fellow.” 


: 
re OT oe 


© I mean, ſaid the Captain, Partridge, 
© the Barber, the Schoolmaſter, what do 
© you call him? Partridge, the Father of the 
6 — little Child which you found in your 
8 Be * 


Mr. Allworthy expreſt great Surpriſe at 


this Account, and the Captain as great at 
his Ignorance of it: For he ſaid, he had 
known it above a Month, and at length re- 
collected with much Difficulty that he was 
told it by Mrs. Wilkins. 


Upon this, Wilkins was immediately ſum- 
moned, who having confirmed what the 
Captain had ſaid, was by Mr. Alworthy, 
by and with the Captain's Advice, diſ- 
patched to Little Baddington to inform her- 
ſelf of the Truth of the Fact: For the Cap- 
tain expreſt great Diſlike at all haſty Pro- 
ceedings in criminal Matters, and ſaid 5 
wou 


was this, I believe, ever done by a Man, 


Ch. 6. @ FOUNDLING. 177 
would by no means have Mr. Alkworthy 
take any Reſolution either to the Prejudice 
of the Child or its Father, before he was ſa- 
tified that the latter was guilty : For the 
he had privately ſatisfied himſelf of this from 
one of Partridge's Neighbours, yet he was 


too generous to give any ſuch Evidence to =_ 


Mr, Allworthy. 


CHAP, VI. 


The Trial of Partridge, the Schoolmaſter, for 
Incontineney; The Evidence of his Wife ; 
A ſhort Refleftion on the Wiſdom of our 
Law ; with other grave Matters, which 
will like beſt who underſtand them 
moſt. "SO 


T may be wondered that a Story ſo well 

known, and which had furniſhed” ſo 
much Matter of Converſation, ſhould never 
have been mentioned to Mr. Alworthy him- 
ſelf, who was perhaps the only Perſon in 
that Country who had never heard of it. 


To account in ſome meaſure for this to 
the Reader, I think proper to inform him 
that there was no one in the Kingdom leſs 
intereſted in oppoſing that Doctrine con- 

3 cerning 
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cerning the Meaning of the Word Charity, 
which hath been ſeen in the preceding Chap- 
ter, than our good Man. Indeed, he was 
equally intitled to this Virtue in either Senſe : 
For as no Man was ever more ſenſible of 
the Wants, or more ready to relieve the 
Diſtreſſes of others, ſo. none could be more 
tender of their Chara@ers, or ſlower to be- 
lieve any thing to their Diſadvantage. 


ceſs to his Table: For as it hath been long 
fince obſerved that you may know a Man 
by his Companions ; ſo I will venture to 
| ſay, that by attending to the Converſation 
i at a great Man's Table, you may fatisfy 
N yourſelf of his Religion, his Politics, his 
Taſte, and indeed of his entire Diſpoſition : 
For tho' a few odd Fellows will utter their 
own Sentiments in all Places, yet much the 
greater Part of Mankind have enough of 
the Courtier to accommodate their Conver- 
fation to the Taſte and Inclination of their 
Superiors. 


But to return to Mrs, /ilkins, who hav- 
ing executed her Commiſſion with great 
Diſpatch, tho* at fifteen Miles Diſtance, 
brought back ſuch a Confirmation of the 
Schoolmaſter's Guilt, that Mr. Alkworthy 
| detes- 


3 


Scandal, therefore, never found any Ac- ' 
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determined to ſend for the Criminal, and 
examine him viva voce. Mr. Partridge, 
therefore, was ſummoned to attend, in or- 
der to his Defence (if he could make any) 
againſt this Accuſation. | 


At the Time appointed, before Mr. Al 
wort hy himſelf, at Paradiſe- Hall, came as 
well the ſaid Partridge, with Anne his Wife, 
as Mrs. Willins, his Accuſer. 


And now Mr. Allworthy being ſeated in 
the Chair of Juſtice, Mr. Partridge was 
brought before him. Having heard his Ac- 
cuſation from the Mouth of Mrs. J/7lkins, 
he pleaded, Not guilty, making many ve- 
hement Proteſtations of his Innocence. 


Mrs. Partridge was then examined, who, 
after a modeſt Apology for being obliged 
to ſpeak the Truth againſt her Huſband, 
related all the Circumſtances with which the 
Reader hath already been acquainted ; and 
at laſt concluded with her Huſband's Con- 
feſſion of his Guilt, 


Whether ſhe had forgiven him or no, I 
will not venture to determine : But it is cer- 
tain, ſhe was an unwilling Witneſs in this 
Cute, and it is probable, from 8 

er 
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ther Reaſons would never have been brought 
to depoſe as ſhe did, had not Mrs. Wilkins, 
with great Art, fiſhed all out of her, at her 
own Houſe, and had ſhe not indeed made 
Promiſes in Mr. A!/worthy's Name, that the 
Puniſhment of her Huſband ſhould not be 
ſuch as might any wiſe affect his Family. 


Partridge ſtill perſiſted in aſſerting his In- 
nocence, tho* he admitted he had made the 
above mentioned Confeſſion; which he how- 
ever endeavoured to account for, by pro- 
teſting that he was forced into it by the con- 
- tinued Importunity ſhe uſed, who vowed, 
that as ſhe was ſure of his Guilt, ſhe would 
never leave tormenting him till he had 
owned it, and faithfully promiſed, that in 
ſuch Caſe, ſhe would never mention it to 
him -more. Hence, he ſaid, he had been 
induced falſely to-confeſs himſelf guilty, tho 
he was innocent ; and that he believed he 
ſhould have confeſt a Murder from the ſame 
Motive. 


Mrs. Partridge could not bear this Impu- 
tation with Patience; and having no other 
Remedy, in the preſent Place but Tears, 
ſhe called forth a plentiful Aſſiſtance from 
them, and then addreſſing herſelf to Mr. 
Altwor thy, ſhe ſaid, (or rather cried) © May 
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« jt pleaſe your Worſhip, there never was 
any poor Woman ſo injured as I am by 
« that baſe Man : For this is not the only 
© Inſtance of his Falſhood to me. No, may 
it pleaſe your Worſhip, he hath injured 
my Bed many's the good time and often. 
] could have put up with his Drunkennets 
and Neglect of his Buſineſs, if he had not 
broke one of the ſacred Commandiments. 
© Beſides, if it had been out of Doors I had 
not mattered it ſo much; but with my 
* own Servant, in my own Houſe, under 
my own Roof; to defile my own chaſte 
© Bed, which to be ſure he hath with his 
« beaſtly ſtinking Whores. Yes, you Vil- 
lain, you have defiled my own Bed, you 
have; and then you have charged me with 
* bullocking you into owning the Truth. It 
is very likely, an't pleaſe your Worſhip, 
that I ſhould 4u//ock him. —I have Marks 
* enow about my Body to ſhew of his Cru- 
* elty to me. If you had been a Man, you 
* Villain, you would have ſcorned to injure 
* a Woman in that Manner. But you an't 
half a Man, you know it.—Nor have you 
been half a Huſband to me. You need 
run after Whores, you need, when I'm 
ſure And ſince he provokes me, I 
* am ready, an't pleaſe your Worſhip, to 
take my. bodily Oath, that I found them 

Var. I. AL a-bed 
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a- bed together. What, you have forgot, 
© I ſuppoſe, when you beat me into a Lit, 
© and made the Blood run down my Fore. 


* head, becauſe I only civilly raxed you 
* with your Adultery | but I can prove it by 
* all my Neighbours, You have almoſt 
* broke my Heart, you have, you have.” 


Here Mr. Allworthy interrupted, and 


begged her to be pacified, promiſing her 


that ſhe ſhould have Juſtice ; then turning 
to Partridge, who ſtood aghaſt, one half of 
his Wits being hurried away by Surpriſe 
and the other half by Fear, he ſaid, he was 
ſorry to ſee there was ſo wicked a Man in 
the World. He aſſured him, that his pre- 
varicating and lying backward and for- 
ward was a great Aggravation of his Guilt: 
For which, the h Attonement he could 
make was by Confeſſion and Repentance, 
He exhorted him, therefore, to begin by 
immediately confeſſing the Fact, and not 


to perſiſt in denying what was fo plainly 
proved againſt him, even by his own Wife. 


Here, Reader, I beg your Patience 2 


Moment, while I make a juſt Compliment 


to the great Wiſdom and Sagacity of our 


Law,which refuſes to admit the Evidence of 
a Wife for or againſt her Huſband. 14 
ays 
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ſays a certain learned Author, who, I be- 
lieve, was never quoted before in any but 


Ja Law-book, would be the Means of cre- 


ating an eternal Diſſention between them. 
It would, indeed, be the Means of much 
Perjury, and of much Whipping, Fining, 
Impriſoning, Tranſporting, and Hanging. 


Partridge ſtood a while ſilent, till being 
bid to ſpeak, he ſaid, he had already ſpoken 
the Truth, and appealed to Heaven for his 
Innocence, and laſtly, to the Girl herſelf, 
whom he deſired his Worſhip immediately 
to ſend for; for he was ignorant, or at leaſt 
pretended to be ſo, that ſhe had left that 
Part of the Country. 


Mr. Allworthy, whoſe natural Love of 
Juſtice, joined to his Coolneſs of Temper, 
made him always a moſt patient Magiſtrate 
in hearing all the Witneſſes which an ac- 
cuſed Perſon could produce in his Defence, 
agreed to defer his final Determination of this 
Matter, till the Arrival of Feany, for whom 
he immediately diſpatched a Meſſenger; and 
then having recommended Peace between 
Partridge and his Wife (tho' he addreſſed 
himſelf chiefly to the wrong Perſon) he ap- 
pointed them to attend again the third 
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Day : For he had ſent Jenny a whole Day's 


Journey from his own Houle. 


At the appointed Time the Parties all aſ. 
ſembied, when the Meſſenger returning 
brought word, that Jenny was not to be 
found : For that ſhe had left her Habita- 
tion a few Days before, in company with a 
recruiting Officer, 


Mr. Allwerthy then declared, that the Evi. 
dence of ſuch a Slut as ſne appeared to be, 
would have deſerved no Credit; but he ſaid 


he could not help thinking that had ſhe been 


preſent, and would have declared the Truth, 
ſhe muſt have confirmed what ſo many Cir- 
cumſtances, together with his own Confeſ- 
fion, and the Declaration of his Wife, that ſhe 
had caught her Huſband in the Fact, did 
ſufficiently prove. He therefore once more 
exhorted Partridge to confeſs ; but he ſtill 
avowing his Innocence, Mr. Alſworthy de- 
clared himſelf ſatisfied of his Guilt, and that 
he was too bad a Man to receive any En- 
couragement from him. He therefore de- 
prived him of his Annuity, and recom- 
mended Repentance to. him, on account of 
another World, and Induſtry to maintain 
himſelf and his Wife in this, 


There 


ee. 
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There were not, perhaps, many more 
unhappy Perſons, than poor Partridge, He 
had loſt the beſt Part of his Income by the 
Evidence of his Wife, and yet was daily 
upbraided by her for having, among other 
Things, been the Occaſion of depriving her 
of that Benefit; but ſuch was his Fortune, 
and he was obliged to ſubmit to it, 


Tho? I called him, poor Partridge, in 
the laſt Paragraph, | would have the Reader 
rather impute that Epithet to the Compal- 
ſion in my Temper, than conceive it to be 
any Declaration of his Innocence. Whether 
he was innocent or not, will perhaps appear 
hereafter ; but if the Hiſtoric-Muſe hath 
entruſted me with any Secrets, I will by no 
means be guilty of diſcovering them till ſhe 
ſhall give me leave. 


Here therefore, the Reader muſt ſuſpend 
his Curioſity. Certain it is, that whatever 
was the Truth of the Caſe, there was Evt- 
dence more than ſufficient to convict him be- 
fore Alkworthy ; indeed much leſs would have 
ſatisfied a Bench of Juſtices on an Order of 
Baſtard y; and yet, notwithſtanding; the 
Poſitiveneſs of Mrs. Partridge, who would 


have taken the Sacrament upon the Matter, 
G 3 
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there is a Poſſibility that the Schoolmaſter was 
entirely innocent: For tho'it appeared clear, 
on comparing the Time when Jenny departed 
from Little Baddington, with that of her De- 
livery, that ſhe had there conceived this In- 
fant, yet it by no means followed, of Neceſſi- 
ty, that Partridge muſt have been its Father: 
For, to omit other Particulars, there was in the 
ſame Houſe a Lad near Eighteen, between 
whom, and Jenny, there had ſubſiſted ſuffi- 
cient Intimacy to found a reaſonable Suſpi- 
cion; and yet, ſo blind is Jealouſy, this 
Circumſtance never once entered into the 
Head of the enraged Wife. 


Whether Partridge repented or not, ac- 
cording to Mr. Alkvorthy's Advice, is not 
ſo apparent. Certain it is, that his Wife 
repented heartily of the Evidence ſhe had 
given againſt him; eſpecially when ſhe 
found Mrs, Deborah had deceived her, and 
refuſed to make any Application to Mr. 
Alkworthy on her Behalf. She had, how- 
ever, ſomewhat better Succeſs with Mrs, 
Blifil, who was, as the Reader muſt have 
perceived, a much better-tempered Woman ; 
and very kindly undertook to ſolicit her Bro- 
ther to reſtore the Annuity, In which, tho' 
Good-nature might have fome Share, yet a 

ſtronger 
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ſtronger and more natural Motive will ap- 
pear in the next Chapter. 


Theſe Solicitations were nevertheleſ un- 
ſucceſsſul: For tho* Mr. Alkoorthy did not 
think, with ſome late Writers, that Mercy 
conſiſts only in puniſhing Offenders; yet he 
was as far from thinking that it 1s proper to 
this excellent Quality to pardon great Cri- 
minals wantonly, without any Reaſon what- 
ever. Any Doubtfulneſs of the Fact, or 
any Circumſtance of Mitigation was never 
diſregarded ; but the Petitions of an Of- 
fender, or the Interceſſions of others, did 
not in the leaſt affect him. In a word, he 
never pardoned, becauſe the Offender him- 
ſelf, or his Friends, were unwilling that he 
ſhould be puniſhed. 


Partridge and his Wife were therefore 
both obliged to ſubmit to their Fate; which 
was indeed ſevere enough : For ſo far was 
he from doubling his Induſtry on the account 
of his leſſened Income, that he did in a man- 
ner abandon himſelf to deſpair; and as he was 
by Nature indolent, that Vice now increaſed 
upon him, by which means he loſt the little 
School he had; ſo that neither his Wife nor 
himſelf would have had any Bread to eat, had 
not the Charity of ſome good Chriſtian inter- 


G 4 poſed, 


a — . 


128 22 His ron of Book II. 


poſed, and provided them with what was 
juſt ſufficient for their Suſtenance. 


As this Support was conveyed to them 
by an unknown Hand, they imagined, and ſo, 
J doubt not, will the Reader, that Mr. Al.. 
worthy himſelf was their ſecret Benefactor; 
who, though he would not openly encou- 
rage Vice, could yet privately relieve the 
Diſtreſſes of the Vicious themſelves, when 
- theſe became too exquiſite and diſproportio- 
nate to their Merit. In which Light, their 
Wretchedneſs appeared now to Fortune her- 
ſelf ; for ſhe at length took pity on this mi- 
ſerable Couple, and conſiderably leſſened 
the wretched State of Partridge, by putting 
a final end to that of his Wife, who ſoon 
after caught the Small-Pox, and died. 


The Juſtice which Mr, Al/zworthy had 


executed on Partridge, at firſt met with 


univerſal Approbation ; but no ſooner had 
he felt its Conſequences, than his Neigh- 
bours began to relent, and to compaſſionate 
his Caſe ; and preſently after,” to blame 
that as Rigour and Severity, which they be- 
fore called Juſtice, They now exclaimed 
againſt puniſhing in cold Blood, and ſang 
forth the Praiſes of Mercy and Forgive- 
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Theſe Cries were conſiderably increaſed by 
the Death of Mrs. Partridge, which, tho? 
owing to the Diſtemper above mentioned 
which is no Conſequence of Poverty or Di- 
ſtreſs, many were not aſhamed to impute 
to Mr. Allworthy's Severity, or, as ny now 
termed it, Cruelty. 


Partridge, 3 now loſt his Wife, his 
School, and his Annuity, and the unknown - 
Perſon having now diſcontinued the laſt- 
mentioned Charity, reſolved to change the 
Scene, and left the Country, where he was 
in Danger of ſtarving with the univerſal 
Compaſſion of all his Neighbours. 


CHAT. 


A ſhort Sketch of that Felicity which prudent 
Couples may extract from Hatred; with a 
ſhort Apology for thoſe People who over- 
1 Imper ſetions in their Friends. 


H O' the Captain had effe&tually d. de- 
moliſhed poor Partridge, yet had he 
not reaped the Harveſt he hoped for, which 
was to turn the Foundling out of Mr. Alk 


. wortby's Houle, 
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On the contrary, that Gentleman grew 
every Day fonder of little Tommy, as if he in- 
tended to counterbalance his Severity to the 
Father with extraordinary Fondneſs and Af- 
fection towards the Son. 


This a good deal ſoured the Captain's 
Temper, as did all the other daily Inſtances 
of Mr. Alkvorthy's Generoſity: For he 
looked on all ſuch Largeſſes to be Diminu- 
tions of his own Wealth, 


In this, we have ſaid, he did not agree 
with his Wife ; nor indeed, in any thing 
elſe : For tho' an Affection placed on the 
Underſtanding is by many wiſe Perſons 
thought much more durable than that which 
is founded on Beauty, yet it happened 
otherwiſe in the preſent Caſe. Nay, the Un- 
derſtandings of this Couple were their p.. 
cipal Bone of Contention, and one great 
Cauſe of many Quarrels which from time to 
time aroſe between them; and which at laſt 
ended, onthe Side of the Lady, in a ſovereign 
Contempt for her Huſband, and on the 
Huſband's, in an utter Abhorrence of his 
Wife. 
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As theſe had both exerciſed their Talents 
chiefly in the Study of Divinity, this was, 
from their firſt Acquaintance, the moſt 
common Topic of Converſation between 
them. The Captain, like a well-bred Man, 
had, before Marriage, always given up his 
Opinion to that of the Lady ; and this, not 
in the clumſy, aukward Manner of a con- 
ceited Blockhead, who, while he civilly 
yields to a Superiour in an Argument, is 
deſirous of being ſtill known to think him- 
ſelf in the Right. 
contrary, tho? one of the proudeſt Fellows 
in the World, ſo abſolutely yielded the 
Victory to his Antagoniſt, that ſhe, who 
had not the leaſt Doubt of his Sincerity, re- 


tired always from the Diſpute-with an Ad- 
miration of her own Underſtanding, and a 


Love for his. 


TT 


But tho* this Complaiſance to one whom 


the Captain thoroughly deſpiſed, was not fo 
uneaſy to him, as it would have been, had 
any Hopes of Preferment made it neceſſary 


to ſhew the ſame Submiſſion to a Hoadley, 
or to ſome other of great Repuration in the 


Science, yet even this coit him too much 
to be endured without ſome Motive, Ma- 
trimony, therefore, having removed allfach 
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The Captain, on the 
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Motives, he grew weary of this Condeſcen- 
tion, and began to treat the Opinions of his 
Wife with that Haughtineſs and Inſolence, 
which none but thoſe who deſerve ſome 
Contempt themſelves can beſtow, and thoſe 
only who deſerve no Contempt can bear. 


When the firſt Torrent of Tenderneſs was 
over, and when 1n the calm and long Inter- 
val between the Fits, Reaſon began to open 
the Eyes of the Lady, and ſhe ſaw this Al- 


teration of Behaviour in the Captain, who 


at length anſwered all her Arguments only 
with Piſn and Pſhaw, ſhe was far from en- 
during the Indignity with a tame Submiſ- 
Hon. Indeed, it at firſt ſo highly provoked 
her, that it might have produced ſome tra- 
gical Event, had it not taken a more harm- 


leſs Turn, by filling her with the utmoſt 


Contempt for her Huſband's Underſtanding, 
which ſomewhat qualified herHatred towards 
him; tho” of this likewiſe, ſhe had a pretty 
moderate Share. 


The Captain's Hatred to her was of a 
purer Kind: For as to any Imperfections in 
her Knowledge or Underſtanding, he no 
more deſpiſed her for thera than for her not 
being ſix Feet high. In his Opinion of the 


female Sex, he exceeded the Moroſeneſs of 


3 | Ariſtotle 
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Ariſtotle himſelf, He looked on a Woman 
as on an Animal of domeſtic Uſe, of ſome- 
what higher Conſideration than a Cat, ſince 
her Offices were of rather more Importance 
but the Difference between theſe two, was 


in his Eſtimation ſo ſmall, that in his Mar- 


riage contracted with Mr. A!kvorthy's Lands 
and Tenements, it would have been pretty 
equal which of them he had taken into the 
Bargain. And yet ſo tender was his Pride, 
that it felt the Contempt which his Wife 
now began to expreſs towards him ; and this, 
added to the Surfeit he had before taken of 
her Love, created in him a Degree of Dil- 


guſt and Abhorrence, perhaps hardly to be 
exceeded. 


One Situation only of the married State 
is excluded from Pleaſure; and that is, a 
State of Indifference; but as many of my 
Readers, I hope, know what an exquiſite 
Delight there 1s in conveying Pleaſure to a 
beloved Object, ſo ſome few, I am afraid, 
may have experienced the Satisfaction of 
tormenting one we hate. It is, I apprehend, 
to come at this latter Pleaſure, that we ſee 
both Sexes often give up that Eaſe in Mar- 
riage, which they might otherwiſe poſſeſs, 
tho* their Mate was never ſo diſagreeable 
to them. Hence the Wife often puts on 


Fits 


Fits of Love and Jealouſy, nay, even de- 
nies herſelf any Pleaſure, to diſturb and 
prevent thoſe of her Huſband ; and he a- 
gain, in return, puts frequent Reſtraints on 
himſelf, and ſtays at home in Corypany 
Which he diſlikes, in order to co his 

Wife to what ſhe equally deteſts. | - hw 
too muſt flow thoſe Tears which a Widow 
fomerimes fo plentifully ſheds over the 
Aſhes of a Huſband with whom ſhe led a 
Life of conſtant Diſquiey and Turbtzlency, 
and whom now ſhe can never hope fo tor- 
ment any more. 


But if ever any Couple enjoyed this Plea- 
ſure, it was at preſent experienced by the Cap- 
tain and his Lady, It was always a ſufficient 
Reaſon to either of them to be obſtinate in 
any Opinion, that the other had previouſly 
aſſerted the contrary. If the one propoſed 
any Amuſement, the other conſtantly ob- 
Jetted to it. They never loved or hated, 
commended or abuſed the ſame Perſon, 
And for this Reaſon, as the Captain looked 
with an evil Eye on the little Foundling, 
his Wife began now to careſs it almoſt e- 
qually with her own Child, 


The Reader will be apt to conceive, that 
this Behaviour between the* Huſband and 
ph Wife 
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Wife did not greatly contribute to Mr, A- 
wort hy's Repoſe, as it tended fo little to that 
ſcrene Happineſs which he had propoſed to 
all three, from this Alliance; but the Truth 
is, though he might be a little diſappointed 
in his ſanguine Expectations, yet he was far 
from being acquainted with the whole Mat- 
ter: For, as the Captain was, from certain 
obvious Reaſons, much on his Guard before 
him, the Lady was obliged, for fear of her 
Brother's Diſpleaſure, to purſue the ſame 
Conduct. In fact, it is poſſible for a 
third Perſon to be very intimate, nay even 
to live long in the ſame Houſe, with a mar- 
ried Couple, who have any tolerable Dif- 
cretion, and not even gueſs at the ſour 
Sentiments which they bear to each other: 
For though the whole Day may be ſome- 
times too ſhort for Hatred, as well as for 


Love; yet the many Hours which they 


naturally ſpend together, apart from all 


- Obſervers, ſupply People of tolerable Mode- 


ration with ſuch ample Opportunity for the 
Enjoyment of either Paſſion, that, if they 
love, they can ſupport being a few Hours 
in Company, without toying, or if they 
hate, without ſpitting in each others Faces. 


It is poſſible, however, that Mr, Allvor- 
thy ſaw enough to render him a little un- 
| eaſy; 
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eaſy; for we are not always to conclude, 
that a wiſe Man is not hurt, becauſe he 
doth not cry out and lament himſelf, like 
thoſe of a childiſh or effeminate Temper, 
But indeed it is poſſible he might ſee ſome 
Faults in the Captain, without any Uneaſi- 
neſs at all: For Men of true Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs are contented to take Perſons and 
Things as they are, without complaining 
of their Imperfections, or attempting to 
amend them. They can ſce a Fault in a 
Friend, a Relation, or an Acquaintance, 
without ever mentioning it to the Parties 
themſelves, or to any others; and this often 
without the leaſt leſſening their Affection. 
Indeed unleſs great Diſcernment be tempered 
with this overlooking Diſpoſition, we ought 
never to contract Friendſhip but with a 
Degree of Folly which we can deceive : For 
I hope my Friends will pardon me, when I 
declare I know none of them without a 
Fault; and I ſhould be ſorry if I could 
imagine I had any Friend who could not 
ſee mine. Forgiveneſs, of this Kind, we 
give and demand in Turn. It is an Exer- 
ciſe of Friendſhip, and, perhaps, none of 
the leaſt pleaſant. And this Forgiveneſs 
we muſt beſtow, without Deſire of Amend- 
ment. There is, perhaps, no ſurer Mark 
of Folly, than an Attempt to correct the 
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natural Infirmities of thoſe we love. The 
fineſt Compoſition of human Nature, as 
well as the fineſt Cnina, may have a Flaw 
in it; and this, I am afraid, in either Caſe, 
is equally incurable ; though, nevertheleſs, 


the Pattern may remain of the higheſt 
Value. ak 


Upon the whole then, Mr. Aikworthy 
certainly ſaw ſome Imperfections in the Cap- 
tain ; but, as this was a very artful Man, 
and eternally upon his Guard before him, 
theſe appeared to him no more than Ble- 
miſhes in a good Character; which his 
Goodneſs made him overlook, and his Wiſ⸗ 
dom prevented him ſrom diſcovering to the 
Captain himſelf. Very different would have 
been his Sentiments, had he diſcovered the 
whole; which, perhaps, would, in Time, have 
been the Caſe, had the Huſband and Wife 
long continued this Kind of Behaviour to 
each other; but this kind Fortune took ef- 
fectual Means to prevent, by forcing the 
Captain to do that which rendered him 
again dear to his Wife, and reſtored all her 
Tenderneſs and Affection towards him. 


* 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VI. 


A Receipt to regain the loſt Aﬀe&ions of a 
Wife, which bath never been known to fail 
in the moſt deſperate Caſes. 


* Captain was made large Amends 
for the unpleaſant Minutes which he 
paſſed in the Converſation of his Wife (and 
which were as few as he could contrive to 
make them) by the pleaſant Meditations he 
enjoyed when alone. 


Theſe Meditations were entirely employed 
on Mr. A!lworthy's Fortune; for firſt, he 
exerciſed much Thought in calculating, as 
well as he could, the exact Value of the 
whole; which Calculations he often ſaw 
Occaſion to alter in his own Favour : And 
ſecondly, and chiefly, he pleaſed himſelf with 
intended Alterations in the Houſe and Gar- 
dens, and in projecting many other Schemes, 
as well for Improvement of the Eſtate, as of 
the Grandeur of the Place, For this Pur- 
poſe he applied himſelf to the Studies of 
Architecture and Gardening, and read over 
many Books on both theſe Subjects; for 
theſe Sciences, indeed, employed his whole 

Time, 
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Time, and formed his only Amuſement, 
He at laſt completed a moſt excellent 
Plan; and very forry we are, that it is 
not in our Power to preſent it to our Rea- 
der, ſince even the Luxury of the preſent 
Age, I believe, would hardly match it, It 
had, indeed, in a ſuperlative Degree, the 
two principal Ingredients which ſerve to re- 
commend all great and noble Deſigns of 
this Nature: For it required an immode- 
rate Expence to execute, and a vaſt Length 
of Time to bring it to any Sort of Per- 
fection. The former of theſe, the immenſe 
Wealth of which the Captain ſuppoſed 
Mr. Allworthy poſſeſſed, and which he 
thought himſelf ſure of inheriting, promiſed 
very effectually to ſupply ; and the latter, the 
Soundneſs of his own Conſtitution, and his 
Time of Lite, which was only what is called 
Middle Age, removed all Apprehenſion of 
his not living to accompliſh, 


Nothing was wanting to enable him to 
enter upon the immediate Execution of this 
Plan, but the Death of Mr. Aikworthy ; in 
calculating which he had employed much of 
his own Algebra; befides purchaſing every 
Book extant that treats of the Value of 
Lives, Reverſions, c. From all which, 
he ſatisfied himſelf, that as he had every 


Day 
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Day a Chance of this happening, fo had he 
more than an even Chance of its happening 
within a few Years. 


But while the Captain was one Day buſied 
in deep Contemplations of this Kind, one 
of the moſt unlucky, as well as unſeaſona- 
ble Accidents, happened to him. The ut- 
moſt Malice of Fortune could indeed have 
contrived nothing ſo cruel, ſo mal-a-propos, 
ſo abſolutely deſtructive to all his Schemes. 
In ſhort, not to keep the Reader in long 
Suſpence, juſt at the very Inſtant when his 
Heart was exulting in Meditations on 
the Happineſs which would accrue to him 


by Mr. Alkverthy's Death, he himfelf—— 
died of an Apoplexy. 


This unfortunately befel the Captain as 
he was taking his Evening Walk by him- 
ſelf, ſo that no Body was preſent to lend 
him any Aſſiſtance, if indeed any Aſſiſtance 
could have preſerved him. He took, there- 
fore, Meaſure of that Proportion of Soil, 
which was now become adequate to all his 
future Purpoſes, and he lay dead on the 
Ground, a great (though not a living) Ex- 
ample cf the Truth of that Obſervation of 
Horace: 


Tu 


Cl 
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Tu ſecanda marmora 
* Locas ſub ipſum funus: et ſepulchri 
Immemor, ſtruis domos. 


Which Sentiment, I ſhall thus give to the 
Engliſh Reader: You provide the nobleſt 
Materials for Building, when a Pick-ax 
and a Spade are only neceſſary z and 
build Houſes of five hundred by a hun- 
* dred Feet, forgetting that of ſix by two,” 


CHAP, IX. 


A Proof of the Infallibility of the foregoing 
Receipt, in the Lamentations of the Mi- 
doro; with other ſuitable Decorations of 
Death, ſuch as Phyſicians, &c. and an 
Epitaph in the true Stile. 


R. Aliworthy, his Siſter, and another 

Lady, were aſſembled at the ac- 
cuſtomed Hour in the Supper Room, where 
having waited a conſiderable Time longer 
than uſual, Mr. A/wvortby firſt declared he 
began to grow uneaſy at the Captain's Stay; 
(for he was always moſt punctual at his 
Meals,) and gave Orders that the Bell 
ſhould be rung without the Doors, and 


eſpecially 


142 The HISTORY of Book II. 


eſpecially towards thoſe Walks which the 
Captain was wont to uſe, 


All theſe Summons proving ineffectual, 
(for the Captain had, by perverſe Accident, 
betaken himſelf to a new Walk that Even. 
ing) Mrs. Blifil declared ſhe was ſeriouſly 
frightned. Upon which the other Lady, who 
was one of her moſt intimate Acquaintance, 
and who well knew the true State of her Af- 
fections, endeavoured all ſhe could to pacify 
her ; telling her—To be ſure ſhe could not 
help being uneaſy ; but that ſhe ſhould hope 
the beſt, That, perhaps, the Sweetneſs of 
the Evening had enticed the Captain to go 
farther than his uſual Walk, or he might 
be detained at ſome Neighbour's. Mrs. Bli- 
filanſwered, No; ſhewas ſure ſome Accident 
had befallen him ; for that he would never 
ſtay out without ſending her Word, as he 
muſt know how uneaſy it would make her. 
The other Lady, having no other Argu- 
ments to uſe, betook herſelf to the Entrea- 
ties uſual on ſuch Occaſions, and begged 
her not to frighten herſelf, for it might be 
of very ill Conſequence to her own Health 
and, filling out a very large Glaſs of Wine, 
adviſed, and at laſt prevailed with, her to 
drink it. j | 

* be” 


Mr, 
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Mr. Altworthy now returned into the Par- 
lour ; for he had been himſelf in Search af- 
ter the Captain. His Countenance ſuffi- 
ciently ſhewed the Conſternation he was 
under, which indeed had a good deal de- 
prived him of Speech; bur as Grief operates 
yariouſly on different Minds, ſo the ſame 
Apprehenſion which depreſſed his Voice, 
elevated that of Mrs. Blifi/. She now bega to 
bewail herſelf in very bitter Terms, and Floods 


of Tears accompanied her Lamentations, 


which the Lady, her Companion, declared 
ſhe could not blame; but at the ſame Time 
diſſuaded her from indulging; attempting 
to moderate the Grief of her Friend, by 
philoſophical Obſervations on the many Dit- 
appointments to which human Life is daily 
ſubject, which, ſhe ſaid, was a ſufficient 
Conſideration to fortify our Minds againſt 


any Accidents, how ſudden or terrible ſo- 


ever. She ſaid, her Brother's Example 
ought to teach her Patience, who, though 


indeed he could not be ſuppoſed as much 


concerned as herſelf, yet was doubtleſs very 
uneaſy, though his Reſignation to the Di- 
vine Will had reſtrained his Grief within 
due Bounds. 


Mention not my Brother, ald Mrs. 
Blfil, I alone am the Object of your Pity. 
* What are the Terrors of Friendſhip to 

what 
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* 


* what a Wife feels on theſe Occaſions? 0 
he is loſt! Somebody hath murdered him 
El ſhall never ſee him more' Here 
a Torrent of Tears had the ſame Conle- 
quence with what the Suppreſſion had oc- 


caſioned to Mr, Alworthy, and ſhe re- 


mained ſilent. 


At this Interval, a Servant came running 
in, out cf Breath, and cried out, the Cap- 
tain was found; and, before he could pro- 
ceed farther, he was followed by two more, 
bearing the dead Body between them. 


Here the curious Reader may obſerve an- 


other Diverſity in the Operations of Grief : | 
For as Mr. Alkworthy had been before ſilent, 


from the ſame- Cauſe which had made his 
Siſter vociferous; ſo did the preſent Sight, 
which drew Tears from the Gentleman, put 
an entire Stop to thole of the Lady ; who 
firſt gave a violent Scream, and preſently 
after tell into a Fit. 


The Room was ſoon full of Servants, 
ſome of whom, with the Lady viſitant, 
were employed in Care of the Wife, and 
others, with Mr. A!kworthy, aſſiſted in car- 
rying off the Captain to a warm Bed, where 
every Method was tried, in order to reſtore 


And 


him to Lite. 
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And glad ſhould we be, could we in- 
form the Reader that both theſe Bodies had 
been attended with equal Succeſs; for thoſe 
who undertook the Care of the Lady, ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well, that after the Fit had con- 
tinued a decent Time, ſhe again revived, 
to their great Satisfaction; but as to the 
Captain, all Experiments of bleeding, cha- 
fing, dropping, c. proved ineffectual, 
Death, that inexorable Judge, had paſſed 
Sentence on him, and refuſed to grant him a 
Reprieve, though two Doctors who arrived, 
and were fee'd at one and the ſame Inſtant, | 
were his Council. 


Theſe two Doctors, whom, to avoid any 
malicious Applications, we ſhall diſtinguiſh: 
by the Names of Dr. Z. and Dr. Z. 
3 felt his Pulſe; to wit, Dr. Z. his 
night Arm, and Dr. Z. his left, both agreed 
that he was abſolutely dead ; but as to the 
Diſtemper, or Cauſe of his Death, they 
differed, Dr. Y. holding that he had died. 
of an Apgplexy, and Dr. Z. of an Epilepſy,” 


Hence aroſe a Diſpute between the learned 
Men, in which each delivered the Reaſons. 
of their ſeveral Opinions. Theſe were of 
ſuch equal Force, that {ny ſerved both to 

Vor I. confirm 
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confirm either Doctor in his own Senti- 
ments, and made not the leaſt Impreſſion 
on his Adverſary. 


10 ſay the Truth, every Phyſician, al. 
nail, hath his favourite Diſeaſe, to which 
he aſcribes all the Victories obtained over 
human Nature. The Gout, the Rheuma- 
tiſm, the Stone, the Gravel, and the Con- 
ſumption, have all their ſeveral Patrons | in 
the Faculty; and none more than the ner- 
vous Fever, or the Fever on the — 
And here we may account for thoſe Di 
ments in Opinion, concerning the Cauſe of 
a Patient's Death ; which ſometimes oc- 
cur between the moſt learned of the Col- 
lege; and which have greatly ſurprized 
that Part of the World who have been ig- 
norant of the Fact we have above aſſerted, 


The Reader may, perhaps, be furprized, 
that inſtead of endeavouring to revive the 
Patient, the learned Gentlemen ſhould fall 
immediately into a Diſpute on the Occaſion 
of his Death; but in reality, all ſuch Ex- 

riments had been made before their Ar- 
rival : For the Captain was put into a warm 
Bed, had his Veins ſcarified, his Forehead 


| 17 l and all Sorts of ſtrong Drops * 
plied to his Lips and his Noſtrils. 


The 


Eh. 9: «a FOUNDLING. 147 © 


The Phyſicians, therefore, finding them- 
ſelves anticipated in every thing they ordered, 
were at a Loſs how to employ that Portion 
of Time which it is uſual and decent to 
remain for their Fee, and were therefore 
neceſſitated to find ſome Subject or other 
for Diſcourſe; and what could more natu- 
rally preſent itſelf than that before - men- 
tioned ? 


Our Doctors were about to take their 
Leave, when Mr. Allwortiy, having given 
over the Captain, and acquieſced in the 
divine Will, began to enquire after his 
Siſter, whom he deſired them to viſit before 
their Departure, 


This Lady was now recovered of her Fit, 
and, to uſe the common Phraſe, as well 
as could be expected for one in her Con- 
dition. The Doctors, therefore, all pre- 
vious Ceremonies being complied with as 
this was a new Patient, attended, accord- 
ing to Deſire, and laid hold on each of her 


Hands, as they had before done on theſe 


of the Corpſe. 


The Caſe of the Lady was in the other 
Extreme from that of her Huſband 3 for, 
5 H 2 as 
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as he was paſt all the Aſſiſtance of Phyſic, 
fo, in reality, ſhe required none. 


There is nothing more unjuſt, than the 
vulgar Opinion by which Phyſicians are 
miſrepreſented, as Friends to Death. On 
the contrary, I believe, if the Number of 
thoſe who recover by Phyſic could be op- 
poſed to that of the Martyrs to it, the for- 
mer would rather exceed the latter. Nay, 
ſome are ſo cautious on this Head, that, to 
avoid a Poſſibility of killing the Patient, 
they abſtain from all Methods of curing, 
and preſcribe nothing but what can neither 
do good. nor harm. I have heard ſome 
of theſe, with great Gravity, deliver it as a 
Maxim, That Nature ſhould be left to do 
her own Work, while the Phyſician ſtands 
by, as it were to clap her on the Back, 
and encourage her when ſhe doth well. 


So little then did our Doctors delight in 
Death, that they diſcharged the Corpſe af. 
ter a ſingle Fee; but they were not ſo diſ- 
guſted with their living Patient; concern- 
ing whoſe Caſe they immediately agreed, 
and fell to preſcribing with great Diligence, 


Whether, as the Lady had at firſt per- 
ſuaded her Phyſicians to believe her ill, they 
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had now, in return, perſuaded her to be- 
lieve herſelf ſo, I will not determine; but 
ſhe continued a whole Month with all the 
Decorations of Sickneſs. During this Time 
ſhe was viſited by Phyſicians, attended by 
Nurſes, and received conſtant Meſſages from 
her Acquaintance, to enquire after her 
Health, | 


At length, the decent Time for Sickne's 
and immoderate Grief being expired, the 
Doctors were diſcharged, and the Lady 
began to ſee Company ; being altered only 
from what ſhe was before by that Colour of 
Sadneſs in which ſhe had dreſſed her Perſon 


and Countenance, 


The Captain was now interred, and might, 
perhaps, have already made a large Pro- 
greſs towards Oblivion, had not the Fnend- 
ſhip of Mr. Allworthy taken Care to pre- 
ſerve his Memory, by the following Epi- 
taph, which was written. by a Man of as 
great Genius as Integrity, and one who 
perfectly well knew the Captain, 


H 3; - Here 
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Here lies, 
In Expectation of a joyful Riſing, 
The Body of | 
Captain Joann BIITII. 
Lox pod 
had the Honour of his Birth, 
5 OxroR D 
of his Education, F 
His Parts 
were an Honour to his Profeſſion — 
and to his Country. 
His Life to his Religion 
and human Nature. 0 
He was a dutiful Son, 
a tender Huſband, 
an affectionate Father, 
a ſincere Friend, 
a devout Chriſtian, 
and a good Man. 
His inconſolable Widow 
hath erected this Stone, 
The Monument of 
His Virtues, 0 
and of Her Affection. 
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Containing the moſt memorable Tranſaftions 
which paſſed in the Family of Mr. All- 
worthy, from the Time when Tomm 
Jones arrived at the Age of Fourteen, till 
he attained the Age of Seventeen, In this 
Book the Reader may pick up ſome Hints 
concerning the Education of Children, 


CH A:£: 4 
_ Containing little or nothing. 


| H E Reader will be pleaſed to remem- 

ber, that at the Beginning of the Se- 
cond Book of this Hiſtory, we gave him a 
Hint of our Intention to paſs over ſeveral 


H 4 large 
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large Periods of Time, in which nothing 
happened worthy of being recorded in a 
Chronicle of this Kind, 


In fo doing, we do not only conſult our 
own Dignity and Eaſe ; but the Good and 
Advantage of the Reader: For beſides, that 
by theſe Means we prevent him from throw- 
ing away his Time in reading without either 
Pleaſure or Emolument, we give him at all 
ſuch Seaſons an Opportunity of employing 
that wonderful Sagacity, of which he is Ma- 
ſter, by filling up theſe vacant Spaces of 
Time with his own Conjectures; for which 
Purpoſe, we have taken care to qualify him 


in the preceding Pages. 


For Inſtance, what Reader but knows 
that Mr. Aliworthy felt at firſt for the Loſs 
of his Friend, thoſe Emotions of Grief, 
which on fuch Occaſions enter into all Men 
whoſe Hearts are not compoſed of Flint, or 
their Heads of-as ſolid Materials ? Again, 
what Reader doth not know that Philoſophy 
and Religion, in time, moderated, and at 
laſt extinguiſhed this Grief? The former of 
theſe, teaching the Folly and Vanity of it, 
and the latter, correcting it, as unlawful, and 
at the ſame time aſſuaging it by raiſing fu- 
ture Hopes and Aſſurances which enable a 


ſtrong 


= S -4-3- 


ſtrong and religious Mind to take leave of a 
Friend on his Death-bed with little leſs In- 
difference than if he was preparing for a 
long Journey ; and indeed with little leſs 
Hope of ſeeing him again. 


Nor can the judicious Reader be at a 
greater Loſs on Account of Mrs. Bridget 
Blifil, who, he may be aſſüred, conducted 
herſelf through the whole Seaſon in which 
Grief is to make its Appearance on the Out- 
ſide of the Body, with the ſtricteſt Regard 
to all the Rules of Cuſtom and Decency, 
ſuiting the Alterations of her Countenance 
to the feveral Alterations of her Habit : 
For as this changed from Weeds to Black, 
from Black to Grey, from Grey to White, 
fo did her Countenance change from Diſ- 
mal to Sorrowful, from Sorrowful to Sad, 
and from Sad to Serious, till the Day came 
in which ſne was allowed to return to her 
former Serenity. | 


We have mentioned theſe. two as Ex- 
amples only of the Taſk which may be im- 
poſed on Readers of the loweſt Claſs. 
Much higher and harder Exerciſes of Judg- 
ment and Penetration may reaſonably be ex- 


* 
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pected from the upper Graduates in Criti- 


ciſm. Many notable Diſcoveries will, I 
H 5 doubt 


worthy Man, during all the Years which we 


have thought proper to paſs over: For tho? 


nothing worthy of a Place in this Hiſtory 
occurred within that Period; yet did ſeveral 


| Incidents happen, of equal Importance with 


thoſe reported by the daily and weekly Hi- 


ſtorians of the Age, in reading which, great 
Numbers of Perſons conſume a conſiderable 
Part of their Time, very little, I am afraid, 


to their Emolument. Now, in the Con- 
jectures here propoſed, ſome of the moſt 


excellent Faculties of the Mind may be em- 


ployed to much Advantage, ſince it is a 


more ufeful Capacity to be able to foretel 
the Actions of Men in any Circumſtance 
from their Characters; than to judge of 


their Characters from their Actions. The 


former, I own, requires the greater Pene- 
tration; but may be accompliſhed by true 


Sagacity, with no leſs Certainty than the 
latter, 


As we are ſenſible that much the greateſt 


Part of our Readers are very eminently pof- 
ſeſſed of this Quality, we have left them a 
Space of twelve Years to exert it in; and 


ſhall now bring forth our Hero, at about 
fourteen Years of Age, not queſtioning that 


aany 
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doubt not, be made by ſuch, of the Tranſ- 
actions which happened in the Family of our 


ay 0 


ly 
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many have been long impatient to be intro» 
duced to his Acquaintance. | 


CHAT, I 


The Hero of this great Hiſtory appears with 
very bad Omens, A little Tale, of fo Low 
a Kind, that ſome may think it not worth 
their Notice. A Word or two concerning 


a Squire, and more relating to a Game-keeper, 
and a Schootmaſter, 


to write this Hiſtory, to flatter 'no 

n; but to guide our Pen throughout 

by the Directions of Truth, we are obliged 

to bring our Hero on the Stage in a much 

more diſadvantageous Manner than we could 

wiſh; and to declare honeſtly, even at his 

firſt Appearance, that it was the umverſal 

Opinion of all Mr. Allworthy's Family, that 
he was certainly born to be hanged. 


| A we determined when we frſt ſat down 
a 


Indeed, I am ſorry to ſay, there was too 
much Reaſon for this Conjecture. The Lad 
having, from his earlieſt Years, diſcovered 
a Propenſity to many Vices, and eſpecially to 
one, which hath as direct a Tendency as any 
other to that Fate, which we have juſt now 
8 H 6 obſcrved 
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obſerved to have been prophetically de- 
nounced againſt him. He had been already 
convicted of three Robberies, viz. of robb- 
ing an Orchard, of ſtealing a Duck out of 
a Farmer's Yard, and of picking Maſter 
BlifiPs Pocket of a Ball. 


The Vices of this young Man were more- 
over heightened by the diſadvantageous 
Light in which they appeared, when op- 
poſed to the Virtues of Maſter Blifil, his 
Companion: A Youth of fo different a 
Caſt from little Jones, that not only the Fa- 
mily, but all the Neighbourhood reſounded 
his Praiſes. He was indeed a Lad of a re- 
markable Diſpoſition; ſober, diſcreet, and 
pious beyond his Age. Qualities, which 
gained him the Love of every one who 
knew him, while Tom Jones was univerſally 
diſliked, and many expreſſed their Wonder 
that Mr. A/kvorthy would ſuffer ſuch a Lad 
to be educated with his Nephew, leſt the 
Morals of the Jatter ſhould be corrupted by 
his Example. | 


An Incident which happened about this 
Time, will fet the Characters of theſe two 
Lads, more fairly before the diſcerning 
Reader, than is in the Power of the longeſt 
Diſſertation. ra] 


1] 


#* 
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Tom Jones, who, bad as he is, muſt ſerve 
for the Heroe of this Hiſtory, had only 
one Friend among all the Servants of the 
Family ; for, as to Mrs. Wilkins, ſhe had 
long ſince given him up, and was perfectly 
reconciled to her Miſtreſs. This Friend was 
the Game-keeper, a Fellow of a looſe kind 
of Diſpoſition, and who was thought not to 
entertain much ſtricter Notions concerning 
the Difference of meum and tuum, than the 
young Gentleman himſelf, And hence, 
this Friendſhip gave Occaſion to many ſar- 
caſtical Remarks among the Domeſtics, moſt 
of which were either Proverbs before, or at 
leaſt are become ſo now; and indeed, the 
Wit of them all may be compriſed in that 
ſhort Latin Proverb, ** Noſcitur a ſocto,”? 
which, I think, is thus expreſſed in Engin, 
« You may know him by the Company he 
keeps.“ | ' 


To ſay the Truth, ſome of that atrocious 
Wickedneſs in Jones, of which we have juſt 
mentioned three Examples, might perhaps 
be derived from the Encouragement he had 
received from this Fellow, who, in two or 
three Inſtances, had been what the Law calls 
an Acceſſary after the Fact. For the whole 
Duck, and great Part of the Apples were 
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converted to the Uſe of the Game-keeper 
and his Family. Tho' as Jones alone was 
diſcovered, the poor Lad bore not only the 
whole Smart, but the whole Blame ; both 
which fell again to his Lot, on the follow- 
ing Occaſion, Contiguous to Mr. Al- 
wortby's Eſtate, was the Manor of one of 
thoſe Gentlemen, who are called Preſervers 
of the Game. This Species of Men, from 
the great Severity with which they revenge 
the Death of a Hare or a Partridge, might 
be thought to cultivate the ſame Superſti- 
tion with the Bannians in India ; many of 
whom, we are told, dedicate their whole 
Lives to the Preſervation and Protection of 
certain Animals, was it not that our Engli/h 
Bannians, while they preſerve them from 
other Enemies, will moſt unmercifully 
laughter whole Horſe- loads themſelves, ſo 
that they ſtand clearly acquitted of any ſuch 
heatheniſh Superſtition. 


I have, indeed, a much better Opinion of 
this Kind of Men than is entertained by 
ſome, as I take them to anſwer the Order 
of Nature, and the good Purpoſes for which 
they were ordained in'a more ample Manner 
than many others. Now, as Horacetells us, 
that there are a Set of human Beings, 


« Fruges 


ok To m_ 
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Fruges conſumere nati 


« Born to conſume the Fruits of the Earth.“ 
So, I make no manner of Doubt but that 
there are others 


* Feras conſumere nati, 


© Born to conſume the Beaſts of the Field,“ 
or, as it is commonly called, the Game; 
and none, I believe, will deny, but that thoſe 
Squires fulfil this End of their Creation. 


; g ; 

Little Jones went one Day a ſhooting 
with the Game-keeper; when, happening to 
fpring a Covey of Partridges, near the Bor- 
der of that Manor, over which Fortune, to 
fulfil thewiſe Purpoſes of Nature, had planted . 
one of the Game-Conſumers, the Birds flew 
into it, and were marked (as it is called) by 
the two Sportſmen, in ſome Furze Buſhes, 
about two or three hundred Paces beyond 
Mr. Allworthy's Dominions, 


Mr. Allworthy had given the Fellow ſtrict 
Orders, on Pain of forfeiting his Place, ne- 
ver to treſpaſs on any of his Neighbours, no 
more on thoſe who were leſs rigid in this 
Matter, than on the Lord of this * - 
"2, | Wi 


160 The HIsToRY of Book III. 


With regard to others, indeed, theſe Or- 
ders had not been always very ſcrupulouſly 
kept; but as the Diſpoſition of the Gentle- 
man with whom the Partridges had taken 
ſanctuary, was well known, the Game- 
keeper had never yet attempted to invade 
his Territories. Nor had hedone it now, 
had not the -younger Sportſman, who was 
exceſſively eager to purſue the flying Game, 
over-perſuaded him; but Jones being very 
1mportunate, the other, who was himſelf 
keen enough after the Sport, yielded to his 
Perſuaſions, entered the Manor, and ſhot 
one of the Partridges, 


The Gentleman himſelf was at that time 
on horſeback, at a little Diſtance from 
them ; and hearing the Gun go off, he 
immediately made towards the Place, and 
difcovered Tom: For the Game- 
keeper had leapt into the thickeſt Part of 
the Furze- brake, where he had happily con- 
cealed himfelf, 


The Gentleman having ſearched the Lad, 
and found the Partridge upon him, de- 
nounced great Vengeance, ſwearing he would 

int Mr. Alevorthy. He was as good 

as his Word, for he rode immediately to 
his Houfe, and complained of the Treſpaſs 
| "on 


> ad 


on his Manor, in as high Terms, and as 
bitter Language, as if his Houſe had been 
broken open, and the moſt valuable Furni- 
ture ſtole out of it. He added, that ſome 
other Perſon was in his Company, tho” he 
could not diſcover him : for that two Guns 
had been diſcharged almoſt in the ſame In- 
ſtant, And, ſays he, we have found only 
&« this Partridge, but the Lord knows what 
« Miſchief they have done.” 


At his Return home, Tom was preſently 
convened before Mr. Al/worthy. He owned 
the Fact, and alledged no other Excuſe but 
what was really true, v2. that the Covey 
= originally ſprung in Mr. Alkworthy's own 

anor. 


Tom was then interrogated who was with 
him, which Mr. Alworthy declared he was 
reſolved to know, acquainting the Culprit 
with the Circumſtance of the two Guns, which 
had been depoſed by the Squire and both his 
Servants ; but Tom ſtoutly perſiſted in aſſert- 
ing that he was alone; yet, to ſay the Truth, 
he heſitated a little at firſt, which would 


have confirmed Mr. Allworthy*s Belief, had 


what the Squire and his Servants faid, 
wanted any further Confirmation. 


The 
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The Game-keeper being a ſuſpected Per- 
ſon, was now ſent for, and the Queſtion put 
to him; but he, relying on the Promiſe 
which Tom had made bim, to take all upon 
himſelf, very reſolutely denied being in 
Company with the young Gentleman, or in- 
deed ** ſeen him the whole After- 
noon. 


Mr. Allwortby then turned towards Tom, 
with more than uſual Anger in his Counte- 
nance, and adviſed him to confeſs who was 
with him; repeating, that he was reſolved 
to know. The Lad, however, ſtill main- 
tained his Reſolution, and was diſmiſſed 
with much Wrath by Mr. Alkoorthy, who 
told him, he ſhould have to the next Morn- 
ing to conſider of it, when he ſhould be 
queſtioned by another Perſon, and in an- 
other Manner, 


Poor Tones ſpent a very melancholy 
Night, and the more ſo, as he was without 
his uſual Companion: for Maſter Blifil was 
gone abroad on a Viſit with his Mother. 
Fear of the Puniſhment he was to ſuffer was 
on this Occaſion his leaſt Evil ; his chief 
Anxiety being, leſt his Conſtancy ſhould 
fail him, and he ſhould be brought to * 
ene 
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the Game- keeper, whoſe Ruin he knew 
muſt now be the Conſequence. 


Nor did the Game- keeper paſs his Time 
much better. He had the ſame Apprehen- 
ſions with the Youth ; for whoſe Honour 
he had likewiſe a much tenderer Regard 
than for his Skin. 


In the Morning, when Tom attended the 
Reverend Mr. Thwackum, the Perſon to + 
whom Mr. Allwuorthy had committed the 
Inſtruction of the two Boys, he had the 
ſame Queſtions put to him by that Gentle- 
man, which he had been aſked the Evening 
before, to which he returned the ſame An- 
ſwers. The Conſequence of this was, ſo ſe- 
vere a Whipping, that it poſſibly fell little 
ſhort of the Torture with which Confeſſions 


are in ſome Countries extorted from Cri- 
minals. 


Tom bore his Puniſhment with great Re- 
ſolution ; and tho' his Maſter aſked him be- 
tween every Stroke, whether he would not 
confeſs, he was contented to be flead rather 


than betray his Friend, or break the Pro- 
miſe he had made, 


The 
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The Game-keeper was now relieved from 
his Anxiety, and Mr. Alloorthy himſelf be- 
gan to be concerned at Tom's Sufferings : 
For, beſides that Mr. Thwackum, being 
highly enraged that he was not able to make 
the Boy ſay what he himſelf pleaſed, had 
carried his Severity much beyond the good 
Man's Intention, this latter began now to 
ſuſpect that the Squire had been miſtaken ; 
which his extreme Eagerneſs and Anger 
ſeemed to make probable ; and as for what 
the Servants had faid in Confirmation of 
their Maſter's Account, he laid no great 
Streſs upon that. Now, as Cruelty and 
Injuſtice were two Ideas, of which Mr. All- 
worthy could by no Means ſupport the Con- 
_ friouſneſs a ſingle Moment, he ſent for Tom, 
and after many kind and friendly Exhorta- 
tions, ſaid, I am convinced, my dear 
Child, that my Suſpicions have wronged 
« you; I am ſorry that you have been ſo 
< ſeverely puniſhed on this Account. And 
at laſt gave him a little Horſe to make him 
amends ; again repeating his Sorrow for 
what had paſt. 


Tom's Guilt now flew in his Face more 
than any Severity could make it. He could 
more eaſily bear the Laſhes of Thwackum, 


than 
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than the Generoſity of Allwertby. The 
Tears burſt from his Eyes, and he fell upon 
* Knees, crying, Oh! Sir, you are too 

good to me, Indeed, you are. Indeed, 
£ don't deſerve it.” And at that very In- 
ſtant, from the Fullneſs of his Heart, had 
almoſt betrayed the Secret; but the good 
Genius of the Game-keeper ſuggeſted to 
him what might be the Conſequence to the 
nut Fellow, and this Conſideration ſealed 


Lips. 


Thwackum did all he could to diſſuade 
Alkvorthy from ſhewing any Compaſſion or 
Kindneſs to the Boy, laying, * Hehad per- 
« ſiſted in an -Untruth ;* and gave ſome 
Hints, that a ſecond Whipping might pro- 
bably bring the Matter to Light. 


But Mr. Alkvorthy abſolutely refuſed to 
conſent to the Experiment, He faid, the 
Boy had ſuffered enough already, for con- 
— 2 the Truth, even if he was guilty, 
ſeeing that he could have no Motive but a 
miſtaken Point of Honour for ſo doing. 


Honour ! cry'd Thwackum, with ſome 
Warmth, mere Stubborneſs and Obſtinacy ! 
an Honour teach any one to tell a Lie, or 
n any Honour exiſt a of Reli- 


Zion? 
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This Diſcourſe happened at Table when 
Dinner was juſt ended; and there were pre- 
ſent Mr, Alkworthy, Mr. Thwackum, and a 
third Gentleman who now entered into the 
Debate, and whom, before we proceed any 
farther, we ſhall briefly introduce to 7 
Reader's Acquaintance. 


. 


The Character of Mr. Square the Philoſo- 
pPpber, and of Mr. Thwackum the Divine 
with a Diſpute concerning 


HE Name of this Gentleman who had 

then reſided ſome time at Mr. All- 
worthy's Houſe, was Mr. Square. His na- 
tural Parts were not of the firſt Rate, but he 
had greatly improved them by a learned 
Education. He yyas deeply read in the An- 
tients, and a p Maſter of all the Works 
of Plato and Ar Upon which great 
Models he had Picipally form'd himſelf, 


ſometimes according with the Opinion of the 
one, and ſometimes with that of the other, 
In Morals he was a profeſt Platoniſt, and in 
Religion he inclined to be an Ariſtotelian. 


' * 
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But tho' he had, as we have ſaid, formed 
his Morals on the Platonic Model, yet he 
perfectly agreed with the Opinion of Ariſ- 
totle, in conſidering that great Man rather 
in the Quality of a Philoſopher or a Specula- 
tiſt, than as a Legiſlator. This Sentiment he 
carried a great way; indeed, ſo far, as to re- 
gard all Virtue as Matter of Theory only. 
This, it is true, he never affirmed, as 1 have 
heard, to any one; and yet upon the leaſt 
Attention to his Conduct, I cannot 3 
thinking, it was his real Opinion, as it will 
perfectly reconcile ſome Contradictions 
which might otherwiſe appear in his Cha 
racter. | 
This Gentleman and Mr. Thwackum 
ſcarce ever met without a Diſputation ; for 
their Tenets - were, indeed, diametrically 
oppolite to each other. Square held human 
Nature to be the Perfection of all Virtue, 
and that Vice was a Deviation from our 
Nature in the ſame Manner as Deformity 
of Body is. Thwackum, on the contrary, 
maintained that the human Mind, fince the 
Fall, was nothing but a Sink of Iniquity, 
till purified and redeemed by Grace. In 


one Point only they agreed, which was, in 


all their Diſcourſes on Morality never to 
a mention 


- 
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mention the Word Goodneſs, The favou- 
rite Phraſe-of the former, was the natural 


Beauty of Virtue ; that of the latter, was the 


divine Power of Grace. The former meaſured 
all Actions by the unalierable Rule of Right, 
and the eternal Fitneſs of Things; the latter 
decided all Matters by Authority; but, 
in doing this, he always uſed the Scriptures 
and their Commentators, as the Lawyer 
doth his Coke upon Lyitleton, where the 
may is of equal Authority with the 
ext. | 


Aſter this ſhort Introduction, the Rea- 
der will be pleaſed to remember, that the 
Parſon had concluded his Speech with a 
triumphant Queſtion, to which he had 
apprehended no Anſwer; wiz. Can any 
Honour exiſt independent on Religion? 


To this Square anſwered, that it was im- 
poſſible to diſcourſe philoſophically concern- 
ing Words, till their Meaning was firſt 
Miſhed; that there were ſcarce any two 
Words of a more vague and incertain Sig- 
nification, than the two he had mentioned : 
For that there were almoſt as many diffe- 
rent Opinions concerning Honour, as con- 
cerning Religion. But, ſays he, if by 
Honour you mean the true natural Beruf 
2 5 R 


Ch. 3. « FOUNDLING. 169 


« of Virtue, I will maintain it may exiſt 
independent of any Religion whatever. 
« Nay (added he) you yourſelf will allow 
it may exiſt independent of all but one; 
« ſo will a Mabometan, a Few, and all the 
Maintainers of all the different Sects in 
the World.” | 


Thwackum replied, This was arguing 
with the uſual Malice of all the Enemies to 
the true Church, He ſaid, he doubted not but 
that all the Infidels and Hereticks in the 
World would, if they could, confine Ho- 
nour to their own abſurd Errors, and dam- 
nable Deceptions ; * But Honour, ſays he, 
is not therefore manifold, becauſe there 
are many abſurd Opinions about it; nor 
is Religion manifold, becauſe there are 
various Sects and Hereſies in the World. 
* When I mention Religion, I mean the 
* Chriſtian Religion; and not only the 
Chriſtian Religion, but the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion; and not only the Proteſtant Re- 
* ligion, but the Church of England. And, 
© when I mention Honour, 1 mean that 
* Mode of divine Grace which is not only 
* conſiſtent with, but dependent upon, this 
* Religion; and is conſiſtent with, and de- 
* pendent upon, no other. Now to ſay 
* that the Honour I here mean, and which 

Vol. I. ef Was, 
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* was, I thought, all the Honour I could 
be ſuppoſed to mean, will uphold, much 
< leſs dictate, an Untruth, is to aſſert an 
Abſurdity too ſhocking to be conceived.” 


I I purpoſely avoided,” ſays Square, © draw. 
«7 ing a Concluſion which | thought evident 
from what I have ſaid ; but if you per. 

© ceived it, I am ſure you have not at- 
-- © tempted to anſwer it. However, to drop 
* the Article of Religion, I think it is plain, 
from what you have ſaid, that we have 
different Ideas of Honour; or why do 
* we not agree in the ſame Terms of its 
« Explanation? I have aſſerted, that true 
Honour and true Virtue are almoſt ſy- 
nonimous Terms, and they are both 
founded on the unalterable Rule of Right, 
and the eternal Fitneſs of Things; to which 
an Untruth being abſolutely repugnant 
and contrary, it' is certain that true Ho- 
nour cannot ſupport an Untruth. In 
this, therefore, I think we are agreed; 
but that this Honour can be ſaid to be 
founded on Religion, to which it is ante- 
© cedent, if by Religion be meant any po- 
6 * fitive Law 
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I agree, anſwered Thwackum, with 
* Warmth, with a Man who aſſerts 
Honour 
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Honour to be antecedent to Religion | — 
Mr. Allworthy, did I agree ? 


He was proceeding, when Mr. Allwor- 
thy interpoſed} telling them very i , they 
had both miſtaken his Meaning; for that 
he had ſaid nothing of true Honour. —It'is 
poſſible, however, he would not have eaſily 
quieted the Diſputants, who were growing 
equally warm, had not another Matter now 
fallen out, which put a final End to the 
Converſation at preſent. 


CH AP. N. 


Containing a neceſſary Apology for the Author z ; 
and a childiſh Incident, which perhaps re- 
quires an Apology likewi ſe, 


EFORE I proceed farther, I ſhall beg 
B leave to obviate ſome Miſconſtruc- 
tions, into which the Zeal of ſome few Rea- 
ders may lead them; for I would not wil- 
lingly give Offence to any, eſpecially to 
Men who are warm in the Cauſe of Virtue 
or Religion. 


I hope, therefore, no Man will, by the 
grolleſt Miſunderſtanding, or Perverſion, 
12 of 
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of my Meaning, miſrepreſent me, as endea- 
vouring to caſt any Ridicule on the greateſt 
Perfections of Human Nature; and which 
do, indeed, alone purify and enoble the 
Heart of Man, and raiſe him above the 
Brute Creation. This, Reader, I will ven- 
ture to ſay, (and by how much the better 
Man you are yourſelf, by ſo much the 
more will you be inclined to believe me) 
that I would rather have buried the Senti- 
ments of theſe two Perſons in eternal Obli- 
vion, than have done any Injury to either 
of theſe glorious Cauſes, 


On the contrary, it is with a View to 
their Service that I have taken upon me to 
record the Lives and Actions of two of 
their falſe and pretended Champions. A 
treacherous Friend is the moſt dangerous 
Enemy; and I will ſay boldly, that both 
Religion and Virtue have received more 
real Diſcredit from Hypocrites, than the 
wittieſt Profligates or Infidels could ever 
caſt upon them : Nay farther, as theſe two, 
in their Purity, are rightly called the Bands 
of civil Society, and are indeed the greateſt 
of Bleſſings; ſo when poiſoned and cor- 
rupted with Fraud, Pretence and Affecta- 
tion, they have become the worſt of civil 


Curſes, and have enabled Men to perpe- 
trate 
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trate the moſt cruel Miſchiefs to their own 
Species. 


Indeed, doubt not but this Ridicule 
will in general be allowed; my chief Ap- 
prehenſion is, as many true and juſt Sen- 
timents often came from the Mouths of 
theſe Perſons, leſt the whole ſhould be taken 
together, and | ſhould be conceived to ridi- 
cule all alike. Now the Reader will be pleaſed 
to conſider, that as neither of theſe Men 
were Fools, they cou!d not be ſuppoſed to 
have holden none but wrong Principles, and 
to have uttered nothing but Abſurdities; 
what Injuſtice, therefore, muſt I have done 
to their Characters, had I ſelected only what 
was bad, and how horridly wretched and 
maimed mult their rere have . 
peared | 


Upon the whole, it is not Religion or 
Virtue, but the Want of them which is here 
expoſed, Had not Thwackum too much 
neglected Virtue, and Square Religion, in 
the Compoſition of their ſeveral Syſtems 
and had not both utterly diſcarded all — 
ral Goodneſs of Heart, they had never been 
repreſented as the Objects of Deriſion in _ 
* z in which we will now proceed. 


13 This 


174 


The HisToxy of Bock III. 


This Matter, then, which put an end 
to the Debate mentioned in the laſt Chap- 
ter, was no other than a Quarrel between 
Maſter Blifil and Tom Jones, the Conſe- 
| quence of which had been a bloody Noſe to 
the former; for though Maſter Blifil, not- 
withſtanding he was the younger, was in Size 
above the other's Match, yet Tom was 
much his Superior at the noble Art of Box- 
ing. | | 


Tom, however, cautiouſly avoided all En- 

gagements with that Youth: For beſides 
that Tommy Jones was an inoffenſive Lad 
amidſt all his Roguery, and really loved 
Blifl ; Mr. Thwackum being always the 
Second of the latter, would have been ſuffi- 
cient to deter him, 


But well ſays a certain Author, No Man 
is wile at all Hours; it is therefore no 


Wonder that a Boy is not ſo. A Difference 


ariſing at Play between the two Lads, Ma- 
ſter Blifil called Tom a , Beggarly. Baſtard. 

Upon which the latter, who was ſomewhat 
Paſſionate in his Diſpoſition, immediately 
cauſed that Phænomenon in the Face of the 
former, which we have above remembred. 


-. 
- 
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Maſter Blifl now, with his Blood run- 
ning from his Noſe, and the Tears gallop- 
ing after from his Eyes, appeared before 
his Uncle, and the tremendous Thwacknum. 
In which Court an Indictment of Aſſault, 
Battery, and wounding, was inſtantly prefer- 
red againſt Tom; who in his Excuſe only 
pleaded the Provocation, which was indeed 
all the Matter that Maſter Bj! had omit- 
ted. 


It is indeed poſſible, that this Circum- 
ſtance might have eſcaped his Memory; 
for, in his Reply, he poſitively” inſiſted, 
that he had made Uſe of no ſuch Appella- 
tion; adding, Heaven forbid ſuch naughty 
* Words ſhould ever come out of his Mouth.” 


Tom, though againſt. al Form of Law, 


rejoined in Affirmance of the Words. Upon 


which Maſter Bf ſaid, It is no Wonder. + 
* Thoſe who will tell one Fib, will hardly ſtick © 
at another, If I had told my Maſter ſuch 
a wicked Fib as you have done, I ſhould 
be aſhamed to ſhew my Face.” 


What Fib, Child, cries Tbruaclum 
pretty eagerly ? e COTE | 


* © Why 
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© Why, he told you that Nobody was 
* with him a ſhooting when he killed the 
* Partridge ; but he knows, (here he burſt 
into a Flood of Tears) yes, he knows; 
for he confeſſed it to me, that Black Fack 
the Game-keeper was there, Nay, he 
ſaid, — Yes you did, — deny it if you 
can, That you would not have confeſt 
the Truth, though Maſter had cut you 
to Pieces. 


on 


P 


At this the Fire flaſhed from Thwackum's 
Eyes; and he cried out in Triumph: Oh 
* ho! This is your miſtaken Notion of 
* Honour ! This is the Boy who was not to 
be whipped again !' But Mr. Alkworthy, 
with a more gentle Aſpect, turned towards 
the Lad, and ſaid, Is this true, Child? 
Ho came you to perſiſt ſo obſtinately in 
44 Falſhood?? 


Tom ſaid, He ſcorned a Lie as much 
as any one; but he thought his Honour 
engaged him to act as he did; for he had 
promiſed the poor Fellow to conceal him; 
which,” he ſaid, he thought himſelf far- 
ther obliged to, as the Game- keeper had 
* begged him not to go into the Gentleman's 
Manor, and had at laſt gone u_—_ in 

om- 


„ 
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Compliance with his Perſuaſions. He 
8 « faid, this was the whole Truth of the 
Matter, and he would take his Oath of 
tit; ! and concluded with very paſſionately 
- begging Mr. Alkoorthy, to have Compal- 
on the poor Fellow's Family, eſpecially 
as he himſclf had been only guiley, and 
the other had been very difficultly pre- 
vailed on to do what he did. Indeed Sir, 
ſaid he, it could hardly be called a Lie 
that I told; for the poor Fellow was en- 
« tirely innocent of the whole Matter. I 
* ſhould have gone alone after the Birds; 
* nay, I did go at firſt, and he only fol- 
* lowed me to prevent more Miſchief, Do, 
pray, Sir, let me be puniſhed, take my 
little Horſe away again; but pray, ns 


forgive poor George. 


| Mr. Allwortby heſitated a. few Ae, 
and then diſmiſſed the Boys, adviſing them 


to live more friendly and peaceably toge- 
ther 
| „ 
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CHAP. V. 


T, be Opinions of the Divine and the Philaſs- 
pher concerning the two Boys; with ſome 
Reaſons for their Opinions, and other 
Matters. 


T is probable, that by diſcloſing this Se- 
cret, which had been communicated in 
the utmoſt Confidence to him, young Blif/ 
[ preſerved. his Companion from a good Laſh- 
ing: For the Offence of the bloody Noſe 
would have been of itſelf ſufficient Cauſe for 
Thwackum to have proceeded to Correction; 
but now this was totally abſorbed, in the 
Conſideration of the other Matter z and 
with Regard to this, Mr. Alkvorthy de- 
clared privately, he thought the Boy de- 
ſerved Reward rather than Puniſhment ; ſo 
that Thwackum's Hand was withheld by a 
general Pardon. 


7. wactum, whoſe Meditations were full 
of Birch, exclaimed againſt this weak, and, 
as he ſaid he would venture to call it, 
wicked Lenity. To remit the Puniſhment 
of ſuch Crimes was, he faid, to encourage 
them. He enlarged much on the Correction 
of . and quoted many Texts from 
: . 
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Solomon, and others ; which being to be 
found in ſo many other Books, ſhall not be 
found here. He then applied himſelf to the 
Vice of Lying, on which Head he was al- 
together as learned as he had been on the 
other. 


Square ſaid, he had been endeavouring to 
reconcile the Behaviour of Tom with his Idea 
of perfect Virtue; but could not. He 
owned there was ſomething which at firſt 
Sight appeared like Fortitude in the Action; 
but as Fortitude was a Virtue, and Falſhood 
a Vice, they could by no Means agree or 
unite together, He added, that as this was 
in ſome meaſure to confound Virtue and 
Vice, it might be worth Mr. Thwackum's 
Conſideration, whether a larger Caſtigation 
might not be laid on, upon that Account. 


As both theſe learned Men concurred in 
cenſuring Jones, ſo were they no leſs unani- 
mous in applauding Maſter Bl;fl, To 
bring Truth to light, was by the - Parſon 
aſſerted to be the Duty of every religious 
Man; and by the Philoſopher this was de- 
clared to be highly conformable with the 
Rule of Right, and the eternal and a 
pp Fitneſs of Things. | 


'16  _ 
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All this, however, weighed very little 
with Mr. Alkvorthy. He could not be pre- 
vailed on to ſign the Warrant for the Exe- 
cution of Jones. There was ſomething 
within his own Breaſt with which the invin- 
cible Fidelity which that Youth had pre- 
ſerved, correſponded much better than it 
had done with the Religion of Thwackum, 

or with the Virtue of Square. He therefore 
ſtrictly ordered the former of theſe Gentle- 
men to abſtain from laying violent Hands 
on Tom for what had paſt. The Pedagogue 
was obliged to obey thoſe Orders ; but not 
without great Reluctance, and frequent Mut- 


terings, that the Boy would be certainly 
ſpoiled. 


Towards the Game- keeper the good Man 
behaved with more Severity. He preſently 
ſummoned that poor Fellow before him, 
and aſter many bitter Remonſtrances, paid 
him his Wages, and diſmiſt him from his 
Service; for Mr. Allzvortby rightly obſerved 
that there was great Difference between being 
guilty of a Falſehood to excuſe yourſelf, and 
to excule another. He likewiſe urged, as 
the principal Motive to his inflexible Seve- 
rity againſt this Man, that he had baſely 

ſuffered Tom Jones to undergo ſo heavy a 
| Puniſh- 
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Puniſhment for his Sake, whereas he ought 


to have prevented it by making the Diſco- 
very himſelf. 


When this Story became public, many 
People differed from Square and Thwackum, 
in judging the Conduct of the two Lads on 
the Occaſion. Maſter Bliſil was generally 
called a ſneaking Raſcal, a poor-ſpirited 
Wretch ; with other Epithets of the like 
Kind; whilſt Tom was honoured with the 
Appellations of a brave Lad, a jolly Dog, 
and an honeſt Fellow. Indeed his Beha- 
viour to Black George much ingratiated him 
with all the Servants ; for though that Fel- 
low was before univerſally diſliked, yet he 
was no ſqoner turned away than he was as 
univerſally pitied ; and the Friendſhip and 
Gallantry of Tom Jones was celebrated by 
them all with the higheſt Applauſe; and 
they condemned Maſter Bliſil, as openly as 
they durſt, without incurring the Danger of 
offending his Mother. For all this, how- 
ever, poor Tom ſmarted in the Fleſh; for 
though Thwackum had been inhibited to ex- 
erciſe his Arm on the foregoingAccount; yet, 
as the Proverb ſays, If is eaſy to find a 
Stick, &c. So was it eaſy to find a Rod; 
and, indeed, the not being able to find one 
was the only thing which could have kept 
8 Ties Thwackum 
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Thwackum any long Time from chaſtiſing 
poor Jones. 


Had the bare Delight in the Sport been 
the only Inducement to the Pedagogue, it 

is probable, Maſter Bliſl would likewiſe 
. had his Share; but though Mr. All. 
worthy had given him frequent Orders to 
make no Difference between the Lads, yet 
was Thwackum altogether as kind and 
gentle to this Youth, as he was harſh, nay 
even barbarous, to the other. To ſay the 
Truth, Bliſil had greatly gained his Maſter's 
Aﬀections ; partly by the profound Reſpect 
he always ſhewed his Perſon, but much 
more by the decent Reverence with 
"which he received his Doctrine; for he had 
got by Heart, and frequently repeated his 
"Phraſes, and maintained all his Maſter's 
religious Principles with a Zeal which was 
ſurpriſing in one ſo young, and which 


greatly endeared him to the worthy Pre- 
ceptor. 


Tom Jones, on the other hand, was not 
only deficient in outward Tokens of Re- 
ſpect, often forgetting to pull off his Hat, 
or to bow at his Maſter's Approach; but was 
altogether as unmindful both of his Maſter's 
* and Example. He was indeed a 
nga  _ thought- 
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thoughtleſs, giddy Youth, with little So- 
briety in his Manners, and leſs in his Coun- 
tenance; and would often very impudently 
and indecently laugh at his cam for 
his ſerious Behaviour. 


Mr. Square had the ſame Reaſon, for his 
Preference of the former Lad; for Tom 
Jones ſhewed no more Regard to the learned 
Diſcourſes which this Gentleman would 
ſometimes throw away upon him, than to 
thoſe of Thwackum, He once ventured to 
make a Jeſt of the Rule of Right; and at 
another Time ſaid, He beheved there was 
no Rule in the World capable of making 
ſuch a Man as his Father, (for ſo Mr. Al- 
worthy ſuffered himſelf. to be called). 


Maſter Bliſil, on the contrary, had Ad- 
dreſs enough at ſixteen to recommend him - 
ſelf at one and the ſame Time to both theſe 
Oppoſites. With one he was all Religion, 
with the other he was all Virtue. And 
when both were preſent, he was profound- 

ly filent, which both en in his; F. a 
vour and their own. ä 


Nor was BIIfil oath with flattering 
both theſe. Gentlemen to their Faces; he 
took frequent Occaſions of praiſing Ne, 


2 
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behind their Backs to Allworthy; before 
whom, when they were alone together, and 
when his Uncle commended any religious 
or virtuous Sentiment (for many ſuch 
came conſtantly from him) he ſeldom fail'd 


to aſcribe it to the good Inſtructions he 
had received from either Thwackum or 
Square : For he knew his Uncle rep-ated 
all ſuch Compliments to the Perſons for 
whoſe Uſe they were meant; and he found 
by Experience the great Impreſſions which 
they made on the Philoſopher, as well as 
on the Divine: For, to ſay the Truth, there 
is no kind of Flattery ſo irreſiſtible as this, 
at ſecond Hand. 


The young Gentleman, moreover, ſoon 


eived how extremely grateful all thoſe 
re on his Inſtructors were to Mr. 
Alkworthy himſelf, as they fo loudly re- 
ſounded the Praiſe of that ſingular Plan of 
Education which he had laid down : For 
this worthy Man having obſerved the im- 
perfect Inſtitution of our public Schools, 
and the many Vices which Boys were there 
hable to learn, had reſolved to educate his 
Nephew, as well as the other Lad, whom 
he had in a Manner adopted, in his own 
Houſe ; where he thought their Morals 
would eſcape all that Danger of being cor- 


rupted, 


* 
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rupted, to which they would be unavoid- 


ably expoſed in any public School or Uni- 
verſity. | 


Having therefore determined to commit 
theſe Boys to the Tuition of a private Tutor, 
Mr. Thwackum was recommended to him for 
that Office, by a very particular Friend, 
of whoſe Underſtanding Mr. Alkwerthy had 
a great Opinion, and in whoſe Integrity he 
placed much Confidence. This Thwackum 
was Fellow of a College, where he almoſt 
entirely reſided ; and had a great Reputa- 
tion for Learning, Religion and Sobriety of 
Manners. And theſe were doubtleſs the 
Qualifications by which Mr. Aliworthy's 
Friend had been induced to recommend 
him; tho* indeed this Friend had ſome 
Obligations to Thwackum's Family, who 
were the moſt conſiderable Perſons in a 


Borough which that Gentleman repreſented 
in Parliament, PE 


Thwackum, at his firſt Arrival, was ex- 
tremely agreeable to Attworthy ; and indeed 
he perfectly anſwered the Character which 
had been given of him. Upon longer Ac- 
quaintance, however, and more intimate 
Converſation, this worthy Man ſaw Infir- 

mities in the Tutor, which he could have 
| wiſhed 
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- wiſhed him to have been without; tho' as 
thoſe ſeemed greatly over-ballanced by his 
good Qualities, they did not incline Mr. 
Allworthy to part with him ; nor would 
they indeed have juſtified ſuch a Proceed- 
ing: For the Reader is greatly miſtaken, 
if he conceives that Thwackum appeared to 
Mr. Allworthy in the ſame Light as he doth 
to him in this Hiſtory ; and he is as much 
deceived, if he imagines, that the moſt in- 
timate Acquaintance which he himſelf could 
have had with that Divine, would have in- 
formed him of thoſe Things which we, from 
gur Inſpiration, are enabled to open and 
diſcover. . Of Readers who from ſuch Con- 
ceits as theſe, - condemn the Wiſdom or 
Penetration of Mr. Al/worthy, I ſhall not 
ſcruple to ſay, that they make a very bad 
and ungrateful Uſe of that Knowledge 
which we have communicated to them, 


Theſe apparent Errors in the Doctrine of 
Thwackum, ſerved greatly to palliate the 
contrary Errors in-that of Square, which our 
good Man no leſs ſaw and condemned. He 
thought indeed that the different Exuberan- 
cies of theſe Gentlemen, would correct their 
different Imperfections; and that from both, 
eſpecially with his Aſſiſtance, the two Lads 
would derive ſufficient Precepts of true Re- 
| ligion 
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ligion and Virtue, If the Event happened 
contrary to his Expectations, this poſſibly 
proceeded from ſome Fault in the Plan it- 
ſelf ; which the Reader. hath my Leave to 
diſcover, if he can : For we do not pretend 
to introduce any infallible Characters into 
this Hiſtory ; where we hope nothing will 
be found which hath never yet been ſeen 
in human Nature. 


Io return therefore; the Reader will 
not, I think, wonder that the different Be- 
haviour of the two Lads above commemo- 
rated, produced the different Effects, of 
which he hath. already ſeen ſome Inſtance; 
and beſides this, there was another Reaſon 
for the Conduct of the Philoſopher and the 
Pedagogue; but this being Matter of great 
Importance, we ſhall reveal it in the next 
Chapter, ; | 


CHAP. V. 
Containi ng a better Reaſon till for the before 
| mentioned Opinions. | 


TT is to be known then, that thoſe two 
learned Perſonages, who have lately 


made a conſiderable Figure on the TROY 
0 
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of this Hiſtory, had from their firſt Arrival 


at Mr. Alkworiby's Houſe, taken ſo great 
an Affection, the one to his Virtue, the 
other to his Religion, that they had medi- 
tated the cloſeſt Alliance with him. 


For this Purpoſe they had caſt their 
Eyes on that fair Widow, whom, tho' we 
have not for fome Time made any Men- 
tion of her, the Reader, we truſt, hath not 
forgot. Mrs. Bifi was indeed the Object 
to which they both aſpired. 


It may ſeem remarkable that of four 
Perſons whom we have commemorated at 
Mr. Aliworthy's Houſe, three of them 
ſhould fix their Inclinations on a Lady who 
was never greatly celebrated- for her Beau- 
ty, and who was, moreover, now a little 
deſcended into the Vale of Years ; but in 
reality Boſom Friends, and intimate Ac- 
- quaintance, have a kind of natural Propen- 
ſity to particular Females at the Houſe of a 
Friend; viz. to his Grand- mother, Mother, 
Siſter, Daughter, Aunt, Niece and Couſin, 
when they are rich, and to his Wife, Siſter, 
Daughter, Niece, Couſin, Miſtreſs or Ser- 
vant Maid, if they ſhould be handſome. 


We 
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We. would not, however, have our Rea- 
der imagine, that Perſons of ſuch Charac- 
ters as were ſupported by Thwackum and 
Square, would undertake a Matter of this 
Kind, which hath been a little cenſured by 
ſome rigid Moraliſts, before they had tho- 
roughly examined it, and conſidered whe- 
ther it was (as Shakeſpear phraſes it) * Stuff 
© © th' Conſcience' or no. Thwackum was 
encouraged to the Undertaking, by reflect- 
ing, that to court your Neighbour's Siſter 
is no where forbidden, and he knew it was 
a Rule in the Conſtruction of all Laws, 
that Expreſſum facit ceſſare Tacitum,”” the 
Senſe of which is, When a Law-giver 
« ſets down plainly his whole Meaning, 
«© we are prevented from making him mean 
« what we pleaſe ourſelves.” As ſome 
Inſtances of Women, therefore, are 
mentioned in the divine Law, which for- 
bids us to covet our Neighbours Goods, 
and that of a Siſter omitted, he concluded 
it to be lawful. And as to Square, who 
was in his Perſon what is called a jolly Fel- 
low, or a Widow's Man, he eaſily reconciled 
his Choice to the eternal Fitneſs of Things. 


Now, as both theſe Gentlemen were in- 


duſtrious in taking every Opportunity of 
N. recom- 
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recommending themſelves to the Widow, 
they apprehended one certain Method was, 
by giving her Son the conſtant Preference 
to the other Lad; and as they conceived 
the Kindneſs and Affection which Mr. All- 
worthy ſhewed the latter, muſt be highly 
diſagreeable to her, they doubted not but 
the laying hold on all Occafions to degrade 
and villify him, would be highly pleaſing 
to her; who, as ſhe hated the Boy, mult 
love all thoſe who did him any Hurt. In 
this Thwackum had the Advantage ; for 
while Square could only ſcarify the poor 
Lad's Reputation, he could flea his Skin ; 
and indeed he conſidered every Laſh he 

ave him as a. Compliment paid to his 
Miſtreſs ; fo that he could with the utmoſt 
Propriety repeat this old flogging Line, 
c. Caſtigo te non quod odio habeam, ſed quod, 
AuEM; I chaſtize thee not out of Ha- 
tred, but out of Love.” And this indeed 
he often had in his Mouth, or rather, ac- 
cording to the old Phraſe, never more pro- 
perly applied, at his Fingers Ends, 


For this Reaſon principally, the two 
Gentlemen concurred, as we have ſeen 
above, in their Opinion concerning the two 
Lads ; this being indeed almoſt the only 


Inſtance of their concurring on any Point: 


For 
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For beſide the Difference of their Principles, 
they had both long ago ſtrongly ſuſpected 
each others Deſign, and hated one another 
with no little Degree of Inveteracy. | 


This mutual Animoſity was a good 
deal increaſed by their alternate Succeſſes: 
For Mrs. Blifl knew what they would be 


at long before they imagined it ; or indeed 


intended ſhe ſhould : For they proceeded 
with great Caution leſt ſhe ſhould be of- 
fended, and acquaint Mr. Alkvorthy ; but 
they had no Reaſon for any ſuch Fear. She 
was well enough pleaſed with a Paſſion of 
which ſhe intended none ſhould have any 
Fruits but herſelf. And the only Fruits 
ſhe deſigned for herſelf were Flattery and 
Courtſhip ; for which Purpoſe, ſhe ſoothed 
them by Turns, and a long Time 
equally, She was indeed rather inclined to 
favour the Parſon's Principles ; but Square's 
Perſon was more agreeable to her Eye; 
for he was a comely Man; whereas the 
Pedagogue did in Countenance very nearly 
reſemble that Gentleman, who in the Har- 


lot's Progreſs is ſeen correcting the Ladies 
in Bridewel, 


Whether Mrs. Blifl had been ſurfeited 
vith the Sweets of Marriage, or diſguſted 


by 
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quieſced, after a little Reluctance, in all 
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by its Bitters, or from what other Cauſe it 
proceeded, I will not determine ; but ſhe 
could never be brought to liſten to any ſe- 
cond Propoſals. However, ſhe at laſt con- 
verſed with Square, with ſuch a Degree of 
Intimacy, that malicious Tongues began to 
whiſper Things of her,to which,as well tor the 


Sake of the Lady, as that they were high-. 


ly diſagreeable to the Rule of Right, and 
the Fitneſs of Things, we will give no Cre- 
dit; and therefore ſhall not blot our Paper 
with them. The Pedagogue, *tis certain, 
whipt on without getting a Step nearer to 


his Journey's End. 


Indeed he had committed a great Error, 
and that Square diſcovered much ſooner than 
himſelf. Mrs. Bliſi! (as perhaps the Rea- 
der may have formerly gueſs'd) was not 
over and above pleaſed with the Behaviour 
of her Huſband ; nay, to be honeſt, ſhe 
abſolutely hated him, till his Death at laſt a 
little reconciled him to her Affections. It 
will not be therefore greatly wondered at, 


if ſhe had not the moſt violent Regard to 


the Offspring ſhe had by him. Andy 


fact, ſhe had ſo little of this Regard, th. 


Fat 


v. 


in his Infancy ſhe ſeldom ſaw her Son, or 


took any Notice of him; and hence ſhe ac- 


the 


ö 


: 
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the Favours which Mr. Alkworthy ſhowered 
on the Foundling ; whom the good Man 
called his own Boy, and in all Things put 
on an intire Equality with Maſter Bail. This 
Acquieſcence in Mrs. Blifil was conſidered 
by the Neighbours, and by the Family, as 
a Mark of her Condeſcenſion to her Bro- 
ther's Humour,and ſhe was imagined by all 
others, as well as Thwackum,and Square, to 
hate the Foundling in her Heart; nay, the 
more Civility ſhe ſhewed him, the more 
they conceived ſhe deteſted him, and the 
ſurer Schemes ſhe was laying for his Ruin: 
For as they thought it her Intereſt to hate 
him, it was very difficult for her to per- 
ſwade them ſhe did not. 


Thwackum was the more confirmed in 
his Opinion, as ſhe had more than once 
ſlily cauſed him to whip Tom Jones, when 
Mr, Allworthy, who was an Enemy to this 
Exerciſe, was abroad; whereas ſhe had never 
given any ſuch Orders concerning young 
Blifil. And this had likewiſe impoſed upon 
Square, . In reality, though ſhe certainly 
hated her own Son ; of which, however 


monſtrous it appears, I am aſſured ſhe is 


not a ſingular Inſtance, ſhe appeared, not- 
withſtanding all her outward Compliance, to 
be in her Heart ſufficiently diſpleaſed with 
Vol. I, K all 
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all the Fa avour ſhewn by Mr. A!lworthy to 
the Foundling. She frequently complained 
of this behind her Brother's Back, and very 
ſharply cenſured him for it, both to Tat. 

kum and Square; nay, ſhe would throw it 
in the Teeth of Allworthy himſelf, when a 


little Quarrel or Miff, as it is vulgarly call- 
ed, aroſe between n. ; 


However, when Tom grew up, and gave 
Tokens of that Gallantry of Temper which 
greatly recommends Men to Women, this 
Difinchnation which ſhe had diſcovered to 
Him when a Child, by Degrees abated, and 
at laſt ſhe fo evidently demonſtrated her 
Affection to him to be much ſtronger than 
what ſhe bore her own Son, that it was 
impoſſible to miſtake her any longer. She 
was ſo defirous of often ſeeing him, and 
diſcovered ſuch Satisfaction and Delight in 
his Company, that before he was eighteen 
Years old, he was become a Rival to both 
Square nad Thwack#m ; and what is worſe, 
the whole Country began to talk as loudly 
of her Inclination to Tom, as they had be- 
fore done of that which ſhe had ſhewn to 
Square ; on which Account the Philoſopher 
conceived the molt implacable Hured for 


our poor Hero. 


CHAP. 


* 
b 
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CHAP. VII 


Jn which the Author himſelf makes his 4 
"  pearance on the Stage. 


Ho Mr. Allworthy was not of him- 

ſelf haſty to ſee Things in a diſad- 
vantageous Light, and was a Stranger to 
the public Voice, which ſeldom reaches to 
a Brother or a Huſband, tho* it rings in 
the Ears of all the Neighbourhood yet 
was this Affection of Mrs. Bi, to Tom, 
and the Preference which ſhe too viſibly 
gave him to her own Son, of the utmoſt 
Diſadvantage to that Youth, 


For ſuch was the Compaſſion which in- 
habited Mr. Allworthy's Mind, that nothing 
bur the Steel of Juſtice could ever ſubduc 
it, To be unfortunate in any Reſpect was 
ſufficient, if there was no Demerit to coun- 
terpoiſe it, to turn the Scale of that good 
Man's Pity, and to engage his PIES 
and his Benefaction. 


' When therefore he plainly ſaw Mater Bi 
was abſolutely deteſted (for that he Was) 


by his own Mother, he began, on that Ac- 
K 2 count 
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count only, to look with an Eye of Com- 
. paſſion upon him; and what the Effects of 
Compaſſion are in good and benevolent 
Minds, I need not here explain to moſt of 
my Readers. 


Henceforward, he ſaw every Appearance 
of Virtue in the Youth thro? the magnify- 
ing End, and viewed all his Faults with the 
Glaſs inverted, ſo that they became ſcarce 

erceptible. And this perhaps the amiable 
Fr tnger of Pity may make commendable ; 
but the next Step the Weakneſs of human 
Nature alone muſt excuſe: For he no 
ſooner perceived that Preference which Mrs. 
Bliſil gave to Tom, than that poor Youth, 
(however innocent) began to fink in his 
Aﬀections as he roſe in hers, 
true, would of itſelf alone never have been 
able to eradicate Jones from his Boſom; but 
it was greatly. injurious to him, and pre- 
pared Mr. Alkzorthy's Mind for thoſe Im- 
preſſions, which afterwards produced the 
mighty Events, that will be contained here- 
alter in this Hiſtory; and to which, it muſt 
be confeſt, the unfortunate Lad, by his own 
Wantonneſs, Wildneſs, and Want of Cau- 
tion, too much contributed. 


In 


This, it is 
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In recording ſome Inſtances of theſe, we 
ſhall, if rightly underſtood, afford a very 
uſeful Leſſon to thoſe wel- diſpoſcd Youths, 
who ſhall hereafter be our Readers : For 
they may here find that Goodneſs of Heart, 
and Openneſs of Temper, tho' theſe may give 
them great Comfort within, and adminiſter 
to an honeſt Pride in their own Minds, will 
by no Means, alas! do their Buſineſs in the 
World, Prudence and Circumſpection are 
neceſſary even to the beſt of Men. They 
are indeed as it were a Guard to Vir- 
tue, without which ſhe can never be 
ſafe. It is not enough that your Deſigns, 
nay that your Actions are intrinſically good, 
you mult take Care they ſhall appear ſo. 
If your Inſide be never fo — , you 
muſt preſerve a fair Outſide alſo. This 
muſt be conſtantly looked to, or Malice and 
Envy will take Care to blacken it ſo, that 
the Sagacity and Goodneſs of an Allwoort h 
will not be able to ſee through it, and to c iſ- 
cern the Beauties within. Let this, my 
young Readers, be your conſtant Maxim, 
That no Man can be good enough to enable 
him to neglect the Rules of Prudence; nor 
will Virtue herſelf look beautiful, unleſs ſhe 
be bedecked with the outward Ornaments 
of Decency and Decorum. And this Pre- 

K 3 cept, 
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cept, my worthy Diſciples, if you read 
with due Attention, you will, I hope, find 
ſufficiently enforced by Examples in the fol- 
lowing Pages. e, r 


I aſk Pardon for this ſhort Appearance, 
by Way of Chorus on the Stage. It is in 
Reality for my - own Sake, that while I am 
diſcovering the Rocks on which Innocence 
and Goodneſs often ſplit, I may not be miſ- 
underſtood to recommend the very Means 
to my worthy Readers, by which I intend 
to ſhew them they will be undone. And 
this, as I could not prevail on any of my 
Actors to ſpeak, I was obliged to declare 
myſelf. 


A. childiſh Incident, in which, however, is 
| ſeen a good natur d Diſpoſition in Tom 
Jones. r n no bf He. 

| E Reader may remember, that 
Mr. Allworthy gave Tom Jones a little 
Horſe, as a kind of ſmart Money for the 
Puniſhment, which he imagined he had ſuf- 
fered innocently. 018" (6%; 8 1 

e | : This 


- & 
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This Horſe Tom kept ln half a Yea, 
and then. rode him to a neighbouring ws 
and fold him. 


At his Return, being adi by 
Nn what he had done with the Mo- 
ney for which the Horſe was ſold, he 
frankly declared he woukl not tell bim. 


Oho ! fays Thwackum, you will not! 
then I will have it out of your Br—h ; 
chat being the Place to which be always ap- 
plied for nen on — de 
Occaſion, 


Tom was now mounted on the Back — 
a Footman, and every Thing prepared for 
Execution, When Mr. Al/woriby entering 
the Room, gave the Criminal a Reprieve, 
and took him with him into another A- 
partment j\ where Mr. {worthy being only 
preſent with Tom, he put the ſame Queſtion 
to him which Tf n has beings aſkec 
hm. Tr 5 4 


Tom Ae He Gould in Duty reſale 
him nothing; but as for that tyrannical, 
Raſcal, he would never make him any 0». 
ther Anſwer than 2 Cudgel, — 

w 


3 
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which he hoped ſoon to be able. to pay 


4 . 


Fim for all his Barbarities. 


Mr. Altoerthy very ſeverely reprimanded 
the Lad, for his indecent and diſreſpect- 
tul Expreſſions concerning his Maſter z but 
much more for his avowing an Intention of 
Revenge. He threatened him with the 
entire Loſs of his F avour, if he eyer heard 
ſuch another Word from his Mouth ; for 
he fad, he would never ſupport or befriend 
a Reprobate. By theſe and the like De- 
clarations, he extorted ſome Compunction 
from Tom, in which that Youth was not 
over ſincere: For he really meditated ſome 
Return for all the ſmarting Favours he had 
received at the Hands of the Pedagogue. He 
was, however, brought by Mr. Alkeerihy to 
expreſs a Concern for his Reſentment againft 
Thwackum ; and then the good Man, after 
ſome wholefome Admonition,permitted him 
to proceed, which he did, as follows, 


© Indeed, my dear Sir, I love and ho- 
© nor you more than all the World; I 
* know the great Obligations I have to you, 
and ſhould deteſt myſelf, if I thought 
my Heart was capable of Ingratitude. 
Could the little Horſe you gave me ſpeak, 
I am ſure he could tell you how fond 1 


* was 
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< 


* Pleaſure in feeding him, than in riding 
him. Indeed, Sir, it went to my Heart 
to part with him; nor would I have fold 
* him upon any other Account in the 
* World than what I did. You yourſelf, 
* Sir, I am convinced, in my Caſe, would 
have done the ſame : For none ever ſo 
* ſenſibly felt the Misfortunes of others, 
* What would you feel, dear Sir, if you 
* thought yourſelf the Occaſion of them? 
Indeed, Sir, there never was any Miſery 
© like theirs —Like whoſe, Child,“ ſays 
* Alkworthy, *< what do you mean ? Qh, 


Sir,“ anſwered Tom, * your poor Game- 
* keeper, with all his large Family, ever 


* ſince your diſcarding him, have been pe- 
* riſhing with all the Mileries of Cold and 
Hunger. I could not bear to ſee theſe 
poor Wretches naked and ſtarving, and 
at the ſame Time know myfelf to have 
© been the Occaſion of all their Sufferings. 
© I could not bear it, Sir, upon my Soul, I 
could not.“ (Here the Tears run down 
his Cheeks, and he thus proceeded) * It 
Vas to ſave them from abſolute Deſtruc- 
tion, I parted with your dear Preſent, 
© notwithſtanding all the Value I had for it. 
E fo'd the Horſe for them, and they 
: have every Farthing of the Money.“ 

« K 5 Mr, 


was of your Preſent : For I. had more 
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Mr. Alkeorthy now ſtood ſilent for ſome - 
Moments, and before he ſpoke, the Tears 
ſtarted from his Eyes. He at length diſ- 


miſſed Tam with a gentle Rebuke, advi- 


ſing him for the future to apply to him in- 


Cates of Diſtreſs, rather than to uſe ex- 
traordinary Means of TOR them him 


felt. 


This Affair was afterwards the Subject 
of much Debate between Thwackum and 
Square. Thwackum held, that this was flying 
in Mr. Al/worthy's Face, who had intend- 


ed to puniſh the Fellow ' for his Diſobedi- 


ence. He ſaid, in ſome Inſtances, what th 


drr neh of Birch. 


5 - Square argued ſtrongly, on the other Side, 
in Oppoſition perhaps to Thwarkum,. or in 


Compliance with Mr. A//worthy,who ſeemed 
very much to approve what Jones had done, 
As to what he urged on this: Occaſion, as 
Lam convinced moſt of my Readers will 
be moch abler . tor poor Jones, 

17 it 


or 


World called Charity a appeared to lim to 
be oppoſing the Will of the Almighty, 
which had marked ſome particular Perſons 
for Deſtruction; and that this was in like 
manner acting in Oppoſition to Mr. Allwor - 
ay; concluding, as 8 __ Ny . 


ch. 9. 3 FOUNDLING: 203 


it would be impertinent to relate it. Inderd 
ie was not difficult to reconcile to the RA 
of -Right, an Action which it would have 


been pet to e rom _ Ra bf 
. 


e 


Containing an Incident of @ more heinous 
Kind, with the Comments 47 Fee 


and Square. 


T hind beem obſerved by ſome Man of: 
much greater Reputation for Wiſdom 
chan myſelf, that Misfortunes ſeldom come 
ſingle. An lnſtance of this may, I believe, 
be feen in thoſe Gentlemen who have the 
Misfortune to, have any of their Rogueries 
detected: For here Diſcovery ſeldom ſtops 
till the whole is; come. out. Thus it hap- 
ned to poor Tom; who was no ſooner par- 
doned for ſelling the Horle, than he was 
diſcovered to have ſome. time before ſold a 
fine Bible which Mr. 4/twveriLy gave him, 
the Money ariſing from which Sale he had 
diſpoſed: in the fame Manner. This Bible 
Maſter Blifil had purchaſed, though hie had 
already ſuch another of his own, partly ont 
of 3 for the 4 and parcly out ot 
K 6 Friend 
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Friendfhip to Tom, being unwilling that the 
Bible ſhould be ſold out of the Family at 
half Price. He therefore depoſited the ſaid 
half Price himſelf z for he way a very. pru- 
dent Lad, and fo careful of his Money, 
that he had laid up almoſt every Penny 


which he had received from Mr, Alkver- 
thy. 


Some People have been noted to be able to 
read in no Book but their own, On the con- 
trary, ſrom the Time when Maſter Biiji/ 
was firſt poſſeſſed of this Bible, he never 
uſed any other. Nay, he was ſeen reading, 
in it much oftner than he had before been 
in his own. Now, as he frequently aſked 
 Thwackum to explain difficult Paſſages to 
him, that Gentleman unfortunately took 
Notice of Tom's Name, which was written 
in many. Parts of the Book. This brought 


on an Enquiry, which obliged Maſter- Bliſi 
Te diſcover the whole Matter, 


 Thuwackum was reſolved, a Crime of this 
Kind, which he called Sacrilege, ſhould not 
g unpuniſhed. He therefore proceeded 
immediately to Caſtigation; and not con- 
tented with that, he acquainted Mr. All. 
-Avorthy, at their next Meeting, with this 
monſtrous Crime, as it n to him; 


inveigh- 


8 


ane 


J ö 
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inveighing againſt Tom in the moſt bitter 
Terms, and likening him to the Buyers 
and Sellers who were driven out of the 
Temple. | 


Square ſaw this Matter in a very different 
Light. He ſaid, He could not perceive 
any higher Crime in ſelling one Book, than 
in ſelling another. That to ſell Bibles was 
ſtrictly lawful by all Laws both divine and 
human, and conſequently there was no Un- 
fitneſs in it. He told Thwackam that his 

reat Concern on this Occaſion brought to 

is Mind the Story of a very devout Wo- 
man, who out of pure Regard to Religion, 
ſtole Tillot ſon's Setmons from a Lady of her 
Acquaintance. | 7 


This Story cauſed a vaſt Quantity of Blocd 
to ruſh into the Parſon's Face, which of itſelf 
was none of the paleft ; and he was going to 
reply with great Warmth and Anger, had 
not Mrs. Blifil, who was preſent at this 
Debate, interpoſed. That Lady declared 
herſelf abſolutely of Mr. Square's Side. She 
argued, indeed, very learnedly in Support 
of his Opinion; and concluded with ſaying, 
If Tom had been guilty of any Fault, ſhe 
muſt confeſs her own Son appeared to be 
equally culpable ; for that ſhe could ſce no 
wes of I | Difference 
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Difference between the Buyer and the Sel. 
ler; both of chem were alike to be driven | 


our of che Temple, aw r i 9 — 


Mrs. Blifi having declared her Onion, 
put an End to the Debate. Sguares Tri- 
umph would almoſt have ſtopt his Words, 
had he needed them; and Thwackum, be- 
ſides that, for Reaſons before-mentioned, he 
durſt not venture at -diſobliging the Lady, 
wasalmolt choaked with Indignation. As 
to Mr. Alltvorthy, he ſaid, Since the Boy 


had been already puniſhed, he would not 
dehver his Sentiments on the Occaſion; and 
whether he was, or was not angry with the 
Lad, I muſt leave to the Reader” s own : 
Conjedture. Fre one Rat et 


Soon after this, an Action was brought f 
againſt the Game- Keeper by Squire Metern 


(the Gentleman in whoſe Manor the Par- 


tridge was killed) for Depredations of the 


Ike Kind. This was a moſt unfortunate 
Circumftance for the Fellow, as it not 
only of itſelf threatened his Ruin, but aQually 
prevented Mr. Alkvorthy from reſtorin 

him to his Favour : For as that Gentleman 
was walking out one Evening with Maſter 
Blifil and young Jones, the latter ſlily drew 


him to the Habitation of Black Geerge; 


L where 
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where the Family of that poor Wretch, 
namely, his Wie and Children, were found 
in all the Miſery with which Cold, Hunger, 
and Nakedneſs, can affect human Crea- 
tures: For as to the Money they had re- 
ceived from Jones, former Debts had con- 
ſumed almoſt he whole. Hatt 
N 
Such- A "end as this pln not t fail * * } 
ſecting the Heart of Mr. .4//wortby.... He 
immediately gave the Mother a chuple-of 
Guineas, with which he bid her cloath her 
Children. The poor Woman burſt into 
Tears at this Goodneſs, and while ſhe was 
— him, could not refrain from ex- 
ing her Gratitude to Tem; who had, 
ſhe ſaid, long preſerved both her and hers 
from ſtarving, We have not, ſays ſhe, had a 
Morſel to eat, nor have theſe poor Chil- 
dren had a Rag to put on, but what his 
Goodneſs hath beſtowed on us: For indeed, 
beſides the Horſe and the Bible, Tam had 
ſacrificed a Night- gown and other Things 
to the Uſe of this diſtreſſed Family. 


On their Datum home, Tom made aſe 
of all his Eloquenge to diſplay the Wretch-+ 
edneſs of theſe People, and the Penitence, 
of Black George himſelf; and in this he fuck 

ceeded ſo well, that Mr, Allworthy ſaid, He 
3 thought 
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thought the Man had ſuffered enough for 
what was paſt ; that he would forgive him, 


and think of ſome Means of providing for 


him and his Family. 


Jones was ſo delighted with this News, 
that though it was dark when they returned 
home, he could not help going back a Mile 
in a Shower of Rain to acquaint the poor 
Woman with the glad Tidings ; but, hke 
other haſty Divulgers of News, he only 
brought on himſelf the Trouble of contra- 
dicting it: For the IIl- fortune of Black 
George made uſe of the very Opportunity 
of his Friend's Abſence to overturn all 
again, 


C'H A'P; N. 


In which Maſter Blifil and Jones appear in 
Ms: different Lights. 


ASTER Bi fell very ſhort of his 
Companion in the amiable Quality 

of Mercy ; but he as greatly exceeded him 
in one of a much higher Kind, namely, in 


Juſtice: In which he followed both the Pre- 
©» | cepts 
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cepts and Example of Thwackum and Square 
for though they would both make frequent 
Uſe of the Word Mercy, yet it was plain, 
that in reality Square held it to be incon- 
ſiſtent with the Rule of Right; and 
Thwackum was for doing Juſtice, and leav - 
ing Mercy to Heaven. The two Gentle- 
men did indeed ſomewhat differ in Opinion 
concerning the Objects of this ſublime. Vir- 
tue; by which Thwackum would probably 
have deſtroyed one half of Mankind, and 
Square the other half, ALY 


Maſter Blißl then, though he had kept 
Silence in the Prefence of Zones, yet when 
he had better conſidered the Matter, he 
could by no Means endure the Thought of 
ſuffering his Uncle to confer Favours on the 
Undeſerving. He therefore reſolved im- 
mediately ro acquaint him with the Fact 
which we have above ſlightly hinted to the 
0 The Truth of which was as fol- 
ows: . 4 


The Game- keeper, about a Year aſter he 
was diſmiſſed from Mr. Alkworthy's Service, 
and before Tom's ſelling the Horſe, being in 
Want of Bread, either to fill his own Mouth, 
or thoſe of his Family, as he paſſed through 

; 39, a 
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a Field belonging to Mr. Meſtern, eſpied 


2. Hare ſitting, in her Form. This Hare 


be had baſely and barbarouſly knock- 
ed on the Head, againſt the Laws of the 
Land, and, no leſs again the Laws of 
Sportſmen,  _ 


.. The Higler to whom the Hare was fold, be- 
ing. unfortunately taken many Months after 
with a Quantity of Game upon him, was 
obliged to make his Peace with the Squire 
by decoming Evidence againſt ſome Poacher. 
And now Black George was pitched upon by 
bim as being a Perſon already obnoxious to 
Mr. Weſtern,. and one of no good Fame in 
the Country. He was, beſides, the beſt 
Sacrifice the Higler could make, as he had 
ſupplied him with. no Game ſince; and by 
this Means the Witneſs had an Opportunity 
of ſcreening his better Cuſtomers ; For the 
Squire, being charmed with the Power of 


Hane Black Geoxge, whom a ſingle 


ranſgreſſion was fufficient to ruin, made. 


no further Enquiry, 


Had this Fact been truly laid before 
Mr. Altworthy, it might probably have done 


the Game-keeper very little Miſchief, But 
there is no Zeal blinder than that which is 


6 


inſpired 
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inſpired with the Love of Juſtice © ainſt 
Offenders. Maſter Bain had forgot the 
Diſtance of the Time. He varied likewife 


in the Manner of the Fact; and, by the 


haſty Addition of the ſingle Letter S, he 


conſiderably altered the Story ; for he ſaid 


that George had, wired Hares, Theſe Al- 
terations might probably have been ' ſer 
right, had not Naber Bli 97 unluckily inſiſted 
on a Promiſe of Secrecy from Mr. Allwor- 
thy, before he revealed the Matter to him; 
but by that Means, the * 2 
wh condemned, without having any Op 

nity to defend himſelf : For as the Fact el 
killing the Hare, and of the Action brought, 
were certainly true, Mr. Alkworthy had no 
Doubt concerning the reſt. 


Short · lived then was the Joy of theſe; poor 


Peop le; for Mr; Allworthy the next Morn» 


Ing arid) he had freſh Reaſon, Without 


aligning it, for his Anger, and ſtrictiy for- 
bad Tem to mention George - any more; 


though as for his Family, he ſaid, he would 


endeavour to keep them from Rarving z bur 


as to the Fellow himſelf, he would leave 
him to the Laws, which "AY could * 


lim from breaking, 


— 


1 
| 
| 

—_ 


— — — 
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Tom could by no Means divine what had 
5 Mr. Aitworthy : For of Maſter Blifl 


he had not the leaſt Suſpicion, However, 


as his Friendſhip was to be tired out by 
no Diſappointments, he now determined to 
try another Method of preierving the poor 
Game- keeper from Ruin. 


Jones was lately grown very intimate 
wich Mr. Weſtern. He had fo greatly re- 
commended himſelf to that Gentleman, 
by leaping over five-barred: Gates, and by 
other Acts of Sportmanſhip, that the Squire 
had declared Tom: wauld certainly make a 
great Man, if he had but ſufficient Encou- 
ragement. He often wiſhed he had lui mſelf 
a Son with ſuch Parts; and one Day very 
ſolemnly aſſerted at a drinking Bout, that 
Tom ſhould hunt a Pack of Hounds for. a 
thouſand Pound of his Money with N 
a Huatſman 4 in- the whole County. 6] 


; By ſuch kind of Talents he had ſo in- 

| gratiated himſelf with the Squire, that he 
was a moſt welcome Gueſt at: his Table, 
and a favourite Companion in his Sport: 
Every IT hing which the Squire held moſt 


dear; to wit, his Guns, Dogs, and Horſes, 
were now as much at the Command of 


Jones, 
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Jones, as if they had been his o.]n. He 
reſolved therefore to make uſe of this 
Favour on Behalf of his Friend Black 
George, whom he hoped to introduce into 
Mr. Weern's Family in the ſame Capacity 
in which he had before ſerved Mr. A 
worthy. , 


The Reader, it heconſiders that this Fellow 
was already obnoxious to Mr. Weſtern, and 
if he conſiders farther the weighty Buſineſs 
by which that Gentleman's Diſpleaſure had 
been incurred, will perhaps condemn this as 
a fooliſh and deſperate Undertaking ; but 
if he ſhould not totally condemn young 
Jones on that Account, he will greatly a 
plaud him for ſtrengthening himſelf with all 
imaginable Intereſt on ſo arduous an Oc- 
caſion. 


For this Purpoſe then Tem applied to 
Mr. Weſtern's Daughter, a young Lady of 
about ſeventeen Years of Age, whom her 
Father, next aſter thoſe neceſſary Imple- 
ments of Sport juſt before-mentioned, loved: 
and eſteemed above all the World. Now 
as ſhe had ſome Influence on the Squire, 


ſo Tom had ſome little Influence on her. 
. But this being the intended Heroine of this 


Work, 


Ch. 10, « FOUNDLING. 273 


. The HisToRY of Book III. 


Work, a Lady with whom we are our- 
ſelves greatly in Love, and with whom 
many of our Readers will probably be in 
Love too before we part, it is by no Means 
proper ſhe ſnould make her Appearance | at 
.the End of a Book, 


The End of the Firſt Volume. 


